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^iiE Bengal Native Infantry have been 
long noticed for their good conduct and 
gallantry in the field ; and as some of the 
battalions have, upon all occasions, dis* 
tinguished themselves in a particular man- 
ner, many old officers have expressed their 
■ concern that no minute account had been 
published of them, especially those in the 
early part of the service. The writer of 
this has undertaken the task at the request 
of some very respectable officers, although 
he is conscious of his inability to do justice 
to the subject. He hopes and trusts, how- 
ever, that his endeavours may be favour- 
ably received by those for whose amuse- 
ment, they are intended, and allowance 
made for any errors which may occur in 
the following sheets, when he informs 
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them that he has scarcely a document but 
his own memory to guide him. He owns 
that the task is in some measure pleasing 
to him, as it recals to his mind many of 
the early scenes of his youth, which is gra- 
tifj’ing to every man advanced in years, 
but particularly so to an old soldier, who 
has been near half a century in the pro- 
fession. , ' ‘ 

It is his intention to give the best ac- 
count he can of the several battalions^ 
from the time of their being raised until 
the year 1796> when the present establish- 
ment took place. 



HISTORICAL ACCOUNT, 

4c. 4c. 4c. 


Eiiioi!. to the year 1757> the' military a.d. 
cslabVishment of Bengal consisted of only 
one company of Artillery and four or five 
companies of European Infantry, with a 
few hundred ^atives, armed after the 
manner of the country, for the protection 
of the several factories. After Calcutta 
was taken by the Nabob Surajah Dowlah, 
the Council of hladras ordered Lord Clive 
and Major ICilpatrick round to Bengal, 
with such a detachment of their troops as 
could be spared, so as not to endanger the 
safety of their own settlement. As several 
companies of Sepoys accompanied that 
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detacliment, these men laid the foundation 
of the Bengal Native Infantry. 
iTsr. In January, 1757, on the 'retaking of 
Calcutta and re-establishment of the Go- 
vernment, a battalion of Sepoys was or- 
dered to be raised and officered from the 
I\Iadras detachment. That battalion is 
still in being, and will be treated 6f in its 
present rank. In the course of that year,’ 
some other battalions wer6 fotmed, and 
officered in like manner.* 

The estabUshment t>f a battalion of 
Native Infantry was then one captain, 
one lieutenant and one ensign, who acted 
as field officers; and the subalterns had 
two rupees per day extra for their trouble 
in disciplining their men, in which they 

* In Uie month of Jane this ^ear (17^7) the battle of 
Plasscy u-as fought, in svhich about e,(XX) Sepoys were 
engaged. Tbe present Cd battalion Itth regtmetU was lu 
that battle. 
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were assistfid by a serjeant-major and a 
few Serjeants. There was a Native com-, 
mandant, who took post in front with the 
captain, and a Native adjutant, who re- 
mained in the rear with the subalterns. 

The battalion consisted of ten companies, 
two of nhich were grenadiers, as at pre- 
sent. Each company had a subad ar, three 
jemadars, five hawuldars, (one of which 
was a colour man,) four naicks, two tom- 
toms,* one trumpeter, and seventy Scl 
poys. Each company hadia stand. of co- 
lours attached to it, of the same colour as 
the facings of ,the men; in the center of 
which Was the subiadar’s device or badge, 
such as a sabre, a dagger, a crescent, &c. 
and the Grenadiers, by way of distinction, 
had the British Union in the upper corner. 

■When two or more battalions did duty ire,.- 
together, they took post according to the 
* A smalllndiaD drum, 

B 5 
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date of their captain’s commission; but 
as that mode created some confusion, in 
frequently changing corps from one parti 
of the line to another, the Governor and 
Council, in April, 1764, ordered the bat- 
talions to be numbered according to the 
then rank of their captains, which was as 
follows, being eighteen in number, viz.“* 

1, Captain Gdcs Stibbert. 

2. Captain McLean. * 

5. Captain Hugh Grant. 

4'. Captain Campbell. 

5 

6. Captain Trevanion. 

7. Captain Brown. 

8. Captain AYilliam Smith. 

9 Captain P. Galliez. 

10. Captain Ironside. 

11. Captain James Morgan. 

12. Captain John White. 

13 Captain Swmton. 
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14. Captain Hampton. 

15. Captain Stables. 

16 . Captain Scotland. ■ 

17. Captain Goddard. 

1 18. Captain Dow. 

Shortly after, another .battalion was 
raised by the Town Major in Calcutta, and 
numbered the Nineteenth. 

On the arrival of Lord Clive in 1765, Wi. 
he found the. Bengal army to consist of 
twenty-four companies of European in- 
fantry, four companies of artillery, a troop 
of hussars, and about twelve hundred irre- 
gular cavalry, with the Sepoys as above. 

As soon as peace ,was concluded with 
Sujah Dowlah, the hussars were dismount- 
ed and incorporated with Hie infantry, and 
the irregular cavalry dismissed, except 
three hundred. Ills Lordship ordered two 
more battalions to be raised, and then di- 
vided the whole into three divisions or 
n 4 
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brigades, except one company of artillepy 
■\vhich was set apart for the doty of Fort 
"William. Each brigade consisted of a 
Rossalah or troop of cavalry, one company 
of artillerj’, one regiment of European in- 
fantry of nine companies, and seven bat- 
talions of Sepoys, as follows i — 

■ 2d C lat f 6th 

3d , 7tU, . 9th 

•I 4lh *1 filh *1 nth 

c®*! 5th =. 15th 12th 

% JOth ® iCth ® 14th 

" 13tU ^ ISih Ipth 

^17lh \^20il« to Lc mlsed h^lit to boniised 

17G0 In I 7 G 6 , his Lordship, having obtained 
fiom the Emperor Shah Allum, the De- 
wanee, or management of the revenues, of 
the Bengal provinces, ordered a battalion 
from each brigade to be turned over to the 
Revenue Department; but they were to 
retain their rank in the line, and continued 
on the strength of their brigades. At the 
same time lie ordered six new battalions 
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the same duty, "which 
were’Scnontfiiatcd Purgunnah or Provin- 
cial Battalions. Those corps, although 
numbered in the line, were solely depen- 
dant on the Kevenue Board. 

In 1773, in consequence of some mis- ms. 
conduct of the Purgunnah battalions, in 
the northern parts of Bengal, against the 
Senasses,* the three old Battalions were 
returned to their brigades, and the new 
ones broke, except the 24th, which was 
then on particular duty at Ramgur, under 
the command of Captain Camac. 

At the same time an alteration took 
place in the rest of the Native establish- 
ment. The extra pay to Sepoy subalterns 
. was discontinued, and an alTon'ance of one 
'rupee per day was added to the pay of alt 
the subalterns in the service. The number 
of subalterns in each battalion was in-^ 

* Itinerant tribes of religious einatics and marauders. 
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creased to three lieutenants and three en- 
signs. The colours were taken from the 
several companies, and only two stand al- 
lowed to the battalion, as in tlic European 
regiment, wliich were in future to be car- 
ried by jemadars. , All the tomtoms and 
trumpeters were dismissed, and drums and 
fifes substituted. i , 

tm. In 1775, General Clavering, having then 
the command of the army,, thought it 
would appear better on the official returns, 
if the battalions were regularly numbered 
in their several brigades ; he therefore gave 
the seven first numbers to tlic first brigade, 
the next seven to the second brigade, and 
the seven last numbers to the third bri- 
gade. This changed the number of every 
battalion in the service except the twenty- 
first. The 7tU batUihoD, then, at Chitta- 
gong, was made independent, (and the 
24th battalion at Eamgur was brought 
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into thc'line in its stead, and numbered 
the Pourteenth. ' 

In 1778, war breaVmg out witii the 
hlaharattas, and afterwards with lire 
Trench, six battalions from the first bri- 
gade were ordered across the countryi to 
the west of India, and some new battalions 
were formed to replace them; and several 
battalions,' which had been disciplined by 
British officers for the service of the Vizier, 
-were tahen into the Company’s service. 

In thei latter end of the year 1780, in 
consequence of the defeat of Colonel Bai- 
lie’s detachment, and the irruption of 
Hyder Ally into the Carnatic, the Govern- 
-ment lof Bengal deemed it requisite to 
' augment their army, that they might be 
enabled to send succours to the coast; 
-accordingly a new establishment of the 
Native infantry took place. Every bat- 
talion" in the service, except the six at 


1778. 


1780. 
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Bombay, wtis' increased tb^a thousand 
men, and formed into a regiment, consist- 
ing of two battalions — each hattalion of 
five companies. A major commanded the 
regiment, and a captain ’each battalion, 
with a ’lieutenant to each company^under 
him, but no ensigns. This had effect from 
the 1st of January, ^1781, immediately 
after which five regiments were ordered to 
•Madras under Colonel Pearse.* fi' ‘ 
1785-^. In the beginning of 1786 a new estab- 
lishment was formed. The two battalions 
of each regiment were doubled up into 
'a single battalion often companies, and 
the nilmber of battalions reduced to thir- 
•ty; ten- to each brigade; and all the In- 
•dependant Corps were reduced: 

This arrangement had * scarcely taken 
effect, when ordcre for a revised ^establish- 
ment arrived from Europe. The -army 

• Yir. Uic 12tb, 15lh, 24l]i, 25lh, and 26lh regiments. 
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Tras accordingly formed into six brigades, 
each consisting of a battalion of Europeans, 
and six battalions of Sepoys, of eight com- 
panies each; 1 x 10011 increased the number 
of battalions to thirty-six. In I 79 I the 
war with Tippoo Sultan breaking out, six 
battalions were ordered to the coast;* and 
the whole of, the Native corps were aug- 
mented to ten companies each, svhich 
system continued in force until the pro- 
•sent establishment was fixed in 1796. 

The battalions which were in the ser- 
vice in the year 1764, have already been 
mentioned, as well as those ■n-hich were 
afterwards formed to complete the bti- 
•gades; hut as four of those battalions arc 
not now in being, the writer trusts that an 
account of them will not be unacceptable. 
They will be spoken of as they stood, 
when they were numbered, the 7 th, 15th, 
igih, and 24th. 

• Tn. llio 3d, 7th, isib, 14 th, esih, md 28tli battalion- 
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.The 7th battalion was raised! at Chitta- 
gong in 1758, and remained constantly in 
that province, 'and of course had little 
opportunity of ' distinguishing itself. i.In 
1764 . it was commanded by Captain 
Brown, and^ he being the seventh upon 
the list'it became that number. In -1765 
it was posted to the 2d brigade; and when 
General i Clavering’s arrangement took 
place, in 1775, it became an independent 
corps, and as such was reduced in 1786,' 
The'15th battalioniwas an old and dis- 
tinguished corps. ' It was' raised in Cal- 
cutta, the latter end of the year 1757» by 
a Captain Mathews, whose name it went 
by as long as it existed— a name which 
both officers and men were proud to boast 
of. 1 ' 

In 1758 it accompanied Colonel Ford 
to Masulapatam, where its conduct in the 
action with the French, before that for- 
trpss, was highly spoken of. In 1759 it 
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letumcdto.Bengal, and early the follow- 
ing year was detaclicd, with the same 
officer, to attack the Dutch, troops which 
were intended to be smuggled intoiBcn- 
gal, as was supposed, by the connivance 
of the Nabob Meer Jaffier. ■ Colonel Ford 
came i up with them near Ghyrettj’, and 
gave them .a total defeat,' taking the 
greatest part of them prisoners.' The 
Matlicas did its duty fully .upon that occa- 
sion, as it did during the remainder of the 
year under Colonel Caillaud. ' Early in 
1701. if was one of the battalions with 
Major Camac, when he defeated and took 
prisoner the Shah Zadah, afterwards Em- 
peror. It remained at Patna until 1762, 
when the greatest part of the army re- 
turned to Calcutta, where it remained un- 
til the war broke out with Cossim Allj-, in 
June, 1763, when it was again early, in the 
field under Majors Adams and Carnac, 



and behaved with great bravery during 
the whole of that arduous campaign^ 
which was carried on in the height of flie 
rains; but parUcularly at the battle of 
Gheria, which was fought on the 2d of 
'August, near Sooty. The enemy’s cavalry 
having broke through the Company’s 
European troops, whilst they were form- 
^ ing, this battalion, and some others, nobly 
> supported the 84th regiment, and gained a 
' complete victory. The European batta- 
lion, although thrown into some confusion 
by tbe sudden attack of the cavalry, soon 
^eco^ ered their order, and had ample satis- 
faction of the enemy. 

Major Adams pursued Cossim Ally’s 
troops to Uddah Nullah, where they made 
a stand; and, it being a strong position, 
would have given the army a great deal of 
trouble, had not the Major ordered a de- 
tachment of Europeans and Sepojs to 
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take a circular marcli by the foot of the 
hills, dining the night, so that at day- 
break the next morning, they were com- 
pletely sui pi ized, and a dieadful slaughter, 
at the point of the bayonet, tv as the con- 
sequence, after a Inch they scarcely ever 
faced him, not ctcn at the Pass of Tcr- 
riagully, which, at that time, might have 
been defended by one hundred men 
against a thousand. 

The army, on getting clear of the hills, 
pushed on to Monghyr, which made but a 
feeble resistance ; and having thrown a 
small garrison into the place, the Major 
continued his march towards Patna, but 
Cossim Ally liaiing broken down an arch of 
the bridge oier the Daccra Nulla, he was 
detained one day in laying planks for the 
army to cross. Tlie broken arch remains 
in the same state at this day. On the ar- 
riial of the army at Patna, that city was 
c 
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iinracdialcly invested. It held out for 
some days, and was then taken by storm, 
in wliich Captain Irving of the 84tli regi- 
ment was killed, and Lieutenant Gallicj', 
with one or two other ofTiccrs, whose names 
the writer cannot now recollect, avcfc 
wounded, and several non-coniinissioncd 
ofliccrs and privates killed and wounded. 
From thence the Major pursued the cnc- 
iny, (who were flying towards Sujah Dow- 
lali’s country, by the road of Dowdnngur 
and Sassnram,) and in about ten days 
reached the Carumnassa, n small river 
whiHi ihcn separated the dominions of the 
Vizier from those of the Company. Here 
he halted about a week, and then marciicd 
back to Sant, a small \diagcon the banks 
of the Durgotty, nmtllas\liieli runs paral- 
lel with the C7{runmassn, ntul tihoot four 
luilc*. front it. ^Iitjor Adams left the army 
at Sant, and proceeded to Calcutta, a here 
ho <Iicd in .lunuars, llGi. 
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On liis deparUivc the command devolved 
on Major Jennings of'the Aitihcry, who, 
to his great concern, soon discovered a 
spirit of disaffection and insubordination 
amongst the troops. It seems some pro- 
mises were made them on taking the field, 
by the Nabob Mecr Jaffier, which were 
not fulfilled ; and now that Major Adams 
had left them, under whom they had 
fought, and through whom the promise 
had been made, they despaired of ever 
being recompensed for their bravery. 
This occasioned the ill humour which was 
then so visible in the army. On a certain 
day the whole line got under arms without 
orders, threatening to march into Sujah 
Dowlah’s country, and throw themselves 
on his protection if their donation was not 
instantly paid *, and the Europeans actually 
began their march towards 'the Carum- 
nassa. Ilowct cr, by the persuasion of the 
C2 
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officers and seijeants, all the JBritisli, and 
some few of the Gera^an soldiers, were 
brought back; and Serjeant Delamar, 
formerly of the 84th regiment, who, being 
of French parents, although born in Lon- 
don, spoke the language as fluently as he 
did English, was sent after them to try 
and prevail on them to return, with a' pro- 
mise of promotion in case he succeeded. 
He accordingly mounted his tattoo,* and 
overtook them about a mile from the Ca- 
rumnassa; but instead of using his endea- 
vours to bring them to a sense of their 
duty, he placed himself at the head of 
them, observing, ** that now was the time 
to make their fortunes, and if they would 
follow him he would lead them to riches 
and honour.” They gave him three 
cheers, and tlien pushed on to tlie Carum- 
nassa. Here many more of the Germans, 


Small li 075 «. 
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seeing that the french were carrying 
things farther than they intended, quitted 
them, and returned to Sant during the 
nighty Ke\t morning it was found that 
we had lost about two hundred men.** 

* It may appear strange how so many of the French 
nation could get into the ser\ice of Bengal at that early 
period the cause of it shall therefore;, be explained. In 
January, 1761, Pondicherry, tlie only fortress the French 
had then remaining «n India, surrendered to Sir Eyre Coote 
The garmon of that city was composed of the old French 
regiment of Lorraine, lolly's Irish regiment, and the 
French Company’s regiment, called the Pondicherry— a 
great number of the men of these regiments enlisted in the 
Company’s senice Those from Lally’s «ere incorpo- 
rated Mith the British troops, but the men ofibe Lorraine 
and Pondicherry were formed into t«o independent com- 
paniEs AU the others, being prisoners of war, were sent 
. to Bengal, where, on 5he conimeucemeiit of the troubles 
with Cossim AIK, a number of them engacedin the Com- 
pan\’s service, and were placed under M Claude Marline, 
iheir countryman, who had fonnerlvserved m the Lorraine 
regiment M 'M-wtme afterwards got a commission, and 
died a Major General in the Honourable Company’s 
annv 

Tlie two companies left at Madras were^ in the year 
17 G 2 , embarked on board Admiral Comidi’s fleet, and 
accompanied it to iManilia, where they were found lery 
c3 
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The Sepov battalionn had pul them 
aches in motion to folloir tlic I'uropcans; 

tiKful in malm" paLinni, favinrt, am! picltH, for cottj- 
mg on tilt aju ro3cli<4 'Ilic | lactum lalfn I») »lonii on 
the Hill of OcioIkt, bfUT mIiicIi tl« Ailniiral tool p«»- 
rcision of Ca\itt3, txlicic tinilin^ rtccllciil ibcl»,*aiiJ 
plcnt) ofii3>al miinlntof {;o<hJ Malay 

ami Cliintic carpcnlcn, lie tliotiglit it right to girc lui 
*1iips a thorough Tr|iair lirforc lie ritnrtieil to the Indian 
atai thti tool him lip until tlie rtui of Ichruary, 17 CJ 
Ilatiii" arraigal maltcis uitli the Girenur, (a hfr 
Drale, of the Major I ell, 

«Iio commanded (he (roopi, fit fiacil on (he lit of Jfarch 
for rtuittiiig tlie harbour, ha\ii»" ordered the ralmouth, a 
fifk) gun ftlitp, null Sir \Nilham Dnpers regmicni, and 
all the Compani'a (roopr, to rtmaiii for tlic protecdon of 
Manilla snd (1 e Port ufCatitti Hut the nij,ht hcfurche 
^ar to sail it Mas fuiluiiaUlj disco\crcd| (hat the tno 
rrcncli compames had ciilctcil into a conspiracy to sur- 
prize the ci'y, and giicUiiptot^c Spaniards as soon os 
the feel had put to ■la On information being sent to 
the Admiral he onlcrcd out all (he boats of the Hcet, and in 
the course of the day, the two Ireiich roinpmics ticre 
lalcn on board Early next moniitig Iil quitted Manilla 
bay , but, owing to calms and lioht winds, did not reach 
^ladras until the IStli of May, where he round the Liicr- 
pool frigate, just jrnicd from England, with an account of 
the peace between all (be powers at war, and an order for 
Adniral Cornish to return home with the fleet Tlie two 
1 ranch conipauies w ere immediately landed 
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but from tbo influence of tbc European 
officers, who were highly respected l)y 

■ Here the fleet remainefl iintil tlie latter ceil of atugiist, 
when accounts were rcccKcd front IJcngal of the w jr with 
Cossinf Ally, and the capttirc of the detachment at Patna. 
It was immediately determined by the Council of Madras 
to send a reinforcement to Bengal, and the Admiral agreed 
to furnish two line of bntllc ships, and as many frigates, 
completed to their full complement of Marines, for that 
service. Tlie ships ordcrc<Hor this duly were the Vork 
and Medway of sistj guns each, wil)> the Argo and Liver- 
pool of Iwentj-cljUl; and the Argo, being the cjmckcst 
sailer, was dispatched with information to the Bengal 
gosertimewt*. s\ic sVdcvl from ^ladras on the Ist of Sciw 
tember, and arrived o(T the Old Fort on the Olh» when the 
Marines were immediately landed. Towanls the tnd of 
the month the rest of tbc fleet arrived under the conmmml 
Of ComroodoTe Tinker, when the 'Marines joined those ot 
ihe Argo, and ihcwh^le were ordered to Glijrelty. Here 
•they found their mimlier to be about two hundred, com- 
manded by C^ptamFredenck Thomas Smith,* (afterwards 
in the Company’s service, and Town Major of Tort ^V d- 
liam,) and Captain Maurice Wc*ni}s,|- but there being 
only two Marine subaUems in the four ships, the Coiniiio- 

* He became a Major m 17G8, and died at Patna in 
1770 , then commanding the Porgiiimjh bTltalion at tint 
station. 

•}• Died lately a Major General of Marines. 

c 4 
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them, and the promise of Major Jennings 
that their grievances should be laid before 

dore commissioned a Tew of tlie tnidsiiipmen. About the 
middle of October they marchM to Burdwan to uatcli the 
motions of the Maharattas, who had threatened fo enter 
Ben^l during the troubles, where Major Carnac, who had 
been ordered from the Grand Army, arrived and took the 
command of them. Here they found Captain M‘Lean’s 
battalion of Sepoys, and the Major brought with him the 
troop of Hussars. Early in November they were joined 
by a detachment of near tliree hundred Europeans from 
Madras, amongst whom were their Manilla acquaintance, 
the two French companies. The Major then moved to- 
wards Kaingur, along the Maharalta frontier { but before 
he had marched, above sis days, he learnt from Calcutta, 
that the Maharaltas had dropt the design of entering tliese 
provinces; he tJiercfore ordered all ih^ Company’s troops 
to proceed, liy what is now called the New Road,* and 
join the array under Major Adams at Sant, where they ar- 
rived about the end of December, and where, the writer 
has'no doubt but the two French companies were the 
principal instigators of the mutiny, altiiough tliey had no- 
thing to complain of. 

Major Camac went down to Calcutta, and die Marines 
marched back to Burdu-an, where tliey remained until the 

* A military road made by order of Mr. Hastings, after 
the insurrection at Benares in 178l> to facilitate tlic com- 
munication with the upper provinces. 
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Government; and having distributed 
amongst them all the money he had in 
camp, they rvere prevailed on to return to 
their duty. - ‘ ’ . 

As soon as information of this unex- 
pected transaetion had reached Calcutta, 
the Government became alarmed for the 
safety of the country. An express rvas in- 
stantly sent to Commodore Tinker, re- 
questing that the 'Marines might be re- 
landed and sentoff to join thearmy. The 
Commodore immediately repaired to town, 

with the hlarines of the Medway, where 

« 

they joined those of the Argo, then lying 
off the Old Fort, the whole amounting to 
one hundred privates complete, com- 
manded by Captain Wemys. The York 
and Liverpool had sailed for ^Madras, with 
Captain Smith’s company on board, a few 
days before. 

laUet end of 3anuaTy, 1764,\itieD they embarltcd on board 
their respective ships ia order to return to Eugland. 
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As soon as the Marines under Captain 
Wemys had received their camp equi- 
page, they tvere immediately sent off to 
the til my, with which they formed a junc- 
tion on the 9th of May, after a most 
fatiguing march in the hottest season of 
the year. 

When Major Carnac heard of the busi- 
ness at Sant, he immediately set off by 
post to take thh command of the nrmy, 
where, on his arrival, finding that the ill 
humour into ivhich the troops had been 
thrown was not quite subsided, and un- 
derstanding that Sujah Dowlah, and the 
Emperor Shah Allum, were preparing to 
invade Bengal with a powerful army, for 
the e\prcss purpose of restoring Cossim 
Ally to the hliisnud, he thought it right to 
march across the country to Bu\ar/ ^ilicrc 
he encamped for a few days, when hearing 
tliat Sujah Dowlab had actually crossed the 
Carumnassa, he marched to Patna, and 
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entrenclicfl tlie army under the rvalls of 
that city. This sras the middle of April; 
and about the same time the orders of 
Government were received for fiving the 
rank of Sepoy battalions, when the hla- 
thews, then commanded by Captain Sta- 
bles, became the Fifteenth in number. 

Sujali Donlah came before Patna about 
the 24th or 25th of April, and immediately 
invested both the city and the army, plac- 
ing his right under Shah Ahum, at Alcor 
Jaffiei’s gardens, close to the river; his 
left under Cossim Ally, at Bankypore; 
and nitli the center he took post near 
Lohanapore, his uliolc Imp united, and 
something better than a mile in front of 
the Britisk intrcnchmcnt. Healing that 
the Marines vrere fast advancing be de- 
tached a strong body of cavalry to cut 
them off; but, fearing that they might 
give his detacliment the slip, and get into 
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Patna, he prepared to attack Major Car- 
nac, before he could receive any reinforce- 
mentj — accordingly on the 3d of May, 
having put every thing in order, his whole 
line advanced to the attack; but the Ben- 
gal troops were prepared for the meeting, 
and gave him so warm a reception, that 
after a contes't of some hours, finding he 
could make no impression, he retired 
within his own lines. All the troops be- 
haved remarkably well upon this occasion, 
but none more so than the battalion which 
is now treating of. 

The Maiines, on the 9th of May, (as has 
been already mentioned,) arrived in Patna 
from the opposite side of the Ganges, and 
about sun-set the Major met them at the 
west gate of the city, and conducted them 
to their post in the line of inlrenchmcnt,* 


* Tlie manner of doing duty, in this intrenchment, «as 
Tcry correct and Judicious. Every evening at sun-set one 



ivliorc llicy were received by the boarty 
cheers of their countrymen, as rvcil as by 
all the Native soldiers in camp. 

. Here they remained, looking at each 
other, until about noon on the 30th of 
May, when the enemy’s troops were per- 
ceived to be in motion, bending their 
march towards their own left: The drums 
immediately beat to arms, and the Ita- 
rines, with the grenadiers and four com- 
panies of grenadier Sepoys, under the 

tVirfl of each corps formed a piqtiet, wWch immcdialeljf 
tDOuated the TampaTt, and sent ont a triple row of double 
sentries — the farthest about one hundred and fifty yards 
from the ditch, and the two inner rows at fifty paces dis- 
tance from each other. If the outward sentries perceived 
any thing which had a suspicious appearance, they were to 
fire their pieces and retire to the uext row, and so on until 
the cause of alarm was discovered. At eight o'clock the 
remainder of the army mounted the rampart, and after that 
not a man was allow ed to quit his rank, but to sleep on bis 
arms until it was broad day, when llie Y-holc retired to 
their tents, 'Tlie piquets relieved the sentries every hour, 
wr* and one o1 die Serjeants visited 

them every half hour between the reliefs. 
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command of Captain Wemys, were ordered 
out to harass their rear; but they found 
it so well protected, that they could make 
little impression. They exchanged 'a few 
shot, but it was thought without injury to 
either side. They were, however, much 
galled, as they passed the right of the line, 
by a few guns which were placed on a 
commanding spot of ground within the 
intrenchment. 

The following day, on hearing that the 
combined army had continued its march 
towards hloneah, a detachment w’as form- 
ed for the purpose of clearing the Sircar 
Sarun district, which had been overrun 
by some of Sujali Dowlal/s troops and ir- 
regulars, and to prevent their getting any 
succours from their Grand Army. Tin’s 
detachment consisted of the jNIarines, and 
the Company’s Grenadiers, with the Bat- 
talions of Captains T^e^ anion, Galhe2,and 
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Stables, and commanded by Major Cliam- 
pion. Early the next morning, being the 
Ist of June, they marched down to the 
Old Factory, where they were joined by 
eight guns, six and three pounders. Tho 
European troops immediately embarked, 
with as many of the Native troops as the 
boats could carry, and landed a little 
above Hadjepore. As soon as the whole 
had crossed they moved to a good spot of 
ground and eneamped. The following 
morning they commenced their march, 
and continued it every day, without see- 
ing an enemy, until they reached Sewan, 
on the banks of the Gogra, which being 
the boundary of the Company’s territories, 
they halted, and remained some days; 
when finding that the province was en- 
tirely clear of the enemy, and that the 
rains were daily expected to set in, they 
marched back, and on passing Manjee, 
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the Marines and Captain Galhez’s batta- 
lion ivere ordered to halt, but the rest of 
the detachment tvent bn to Choprab, 
•where they were to canton during the 
rams, except the grenadiers, who were di- 
rected to proceed to the head quarters of 
the arm^, then fivcd at Bank} pore The 
Marines mo\cd into the Tort of Manjec, 
and the battalion took up its quarters m 
the town A few days after their arrival, 
Captain Wemys being desirous of haung 
a small Bunglo on one of the angles of the 
fort, the people were set to work upon it, 
and, on sinking the posts, dlsco^crcd a 
deposit of small arms, fnc and ti\cnty m 
number, of the years 17CO— sup- 
posed to ln\c belonged to the unfortu- 
nate Fatm detachment, winch shall be 
nicnliontd hereafter Here the Marines 
remained until the beginning of August, 
when temporary bamcks at Choprab 
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being prepared for them, they marched 
into them; but the battalion was left at 
hlanjee. About three weeks or a month 
after the Marines left them a serious mu- 
tiny broke out, and the battalion marched 
off. On information reaching Choprah, 
the Marines and Captain Trevanion’s bat- 
talion, under /the command of Captain 
Memys, were sent after them; and after 
two days very fatiguing march, every step 
almost up to the knees in water, came up 
with them. The mutineers had got into a 
mango tope, or grove, on a high spot; sur- 
rounded with water, which was scarce] v 
fordable. On seeing the detachment, they 
drew up at the edge of the grove, and 
seemed determined to dispute the point 
with them. However, \ve^ moved down, 
and drew up facing them, and after a little 

* Tlie flvrtor oftliis mimtUe Ijelongetl al that period to 
^ rtie Mamies. 

n 
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conversation they agreed to surrender. 
Rafts were then constructed, uhen the 
mutineers ^ere brought over and dis- 
armed, and the whole conducted prisoners 
to Choprah, where a severe ejsample was 
made, and the battalion ordered o^c^ to 
Patna. The particulars of this mutiny, 
and the consequences attending it, shall 
be noticed when the writer cornea, to speak 
of that battalion. 

Early in the month of October, 1764, 
preparations were made for uniting the 
army, in order to march towards Sujah 
Dowlah, who had cantoned at Buxar, 
during the rams. On the 5th, in the morn- 
ing, boats being ready, the whole of the 
detachment, 'with the guns, were em- 
barked, under as hcaiy a storm of rain as 
can be imagined, which continued tlie 
whole of that and the two following days; 
but on the 9th it cleared up, and the even- 
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ingoP that day thc} reached the mouth t)f 
the Soane, w here they disembarked, and 
encamped on the western bank of the 
rnci, on Such di> spots as they covddfind, 
without separating the corps too much. 

At tno o’clock the ne^t morning they 
lookup their line of march, and mo; ed 
along the liank of the Soane, towards the 
ferry, opposite to Moneah, until day- 
break, when Hircarahs came in and re- 
ported, that Major Munro, with the Grand 
Army, were at 5>Ioneah, and piepanng to 
cross the river, that a large body of the 
enemy were drawn up to oppose his land- 
ing, and that ue were within a short mile 
of them On this the detachment imme- 
diately halted, and formed in order of 
battle, the Marines in the benter. Cap- 
tain Trev anion’s on the right, and the 
Mathews on the left, with the guns in the 
intervals By this tune, the haze of the 

T> 2 
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Biorning having cleared away, they had a 
distinct view of the enemy, who, on per- 
ceiving them, changed their front towards 
the detachment. Every thing being now 
ready, Major Champion ordered three 
guns to be fired quick, which was the sig- 
nal agreed on with Major Munro. It 'vas 
immediately answered from the other side 
of the river, and in a few minutes after the 
detachment heard the Grenadier's March, 
which at that time was music of the most 
pleasing kind to them. The^' then pushed 
on to attack the enemy, who, after ex- 
changing a few shot with them, retired to 
wards Arrah. They continued their march 
to the Perry, where they had, in a short 
time, the satisfaction of seeing their old 
companions the Grenadiers, with all the 
other European corps, and two battalions 
of Sepoys, being the first embarkation, 
safely landed. The rest of the troops, with 
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the guns and baggage, came over in. the 
course of the day, when the rvhole en- 
camped, abouthalf amilo from the rerry, 
on the road loading to Arrah. 

When the returns of the sercral corps 
were collected, it was found that the^ 
army consisted of eight complete batta- 
lions of Sepoys, with the two companies of 
Grenadiers, which had accompanied the 
Marines from Monghyr, and about clcscn 
or twelve hundred irrcgulai cavalry, with 
eight hundred and fifty-seven Europeans, 
making in the whole about eight thousand 
men, with two and Incnty field pieces. 
Major Munro,* who had just arrived from 
Bombay,commanded in chief, vvilh Majors 
Champion, Stibbert, and Pemblo to assist 
him, and Major Jennings commanding the 
Artillery. Here they halted the tno fol- 
lowing days, during which tunc the order 

* Tile lale General Sir Hector Mimro, K B. 

t>.^ 
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of brittle wBS arranged, ivliich it was deter- 
mined should be an oblohg squaie* as a 
great part of the enemy's force was aw airy. 
There being parties of four of ins Majesty's 
corps in the field, viz. 84th, 89tli, and 90th 
regiments, with tlje Marines, making in 
the whole something less than two hundred 
men, they were formed into a battalion 
under Captain Wemys of the hlaiincs. ' 
Every thing being prepared for march- 
ing against the enemy, the army left their 
ground of encampment at five o'clock on 
the morning of the 13th October, in a 
single column by files from the right, and 
directed their march towards Arrah. The 
field officer of the day. Major Champion, 
with two hundred of the irregular cavalry, 
tlic troop of Hussars, and two companies 
of. Grenadier Sepoys, with tljc quarter- 
master serjeants and camp-colour men of 
the several corps, formed the advanced 
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guard. Just as the day began to dawn,- 
the advance-guard having passed tlie 
bridge at Arrah, a famous partisan of 
Sujah Dowlah’s lay in ambush with a select 
body of horse. He suffered the front to 
pass ; but when the center had got oppo- 
site he rushed out upon them, cutting 
down all before him, and throwing the 
whole into the utmost confusion. Little 
resistance was made, every man shifting 
for himself by recovering the bridge, or 
swimming across the nulla ; and most of 
them effected it under covet of the fire of 
the Sepoy grenadiers. These two compa- 
nies were commanded by a subaltern 
officer, whose name the writer is sorry he 
cannot now recollect. He had not crossed 
the nulla, and, therefore, as soon as ho 
perceived what had happened in front,.he 
drew up his men at the foot of the bndge 
on the side next the array, and, as the 
• u 4 
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enemy i advancedj threw in a close fire, 
which drove them back, and favoured the 
escape of our friends. On the firing being 
heard in the rear, the King*s battalion 
pushed on to support the advance, but it 
was all over before they got up. In this 
unfortunate business their loss was thir- 
teen or fourteen Europeans, chiefly of the 
Hussars, and a good many of the irregu- 
lars. Here the writer cannot avoid men^ 
tioning the gallantry and presence ofimind 
of Quarter-Master Serjeant Bennett, of 
the 89th Highland regiment, jvho, being 
mounted on a tattoo, had crossed the 
bridge, when seeing the confusion the ad- 
vance was thrown into, attempted to re- 
gain it, but being singled out by one of 
the enemy armed with a spear, he de- 
spaired of being able to get off. lie there- 
fore drew his broad sword, determined to 
have at least a chance for his life. Fortu- 
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iiately for him the trooper’s horse was 
rather unruly, and came up with him on 
the off side of Bennett, so that lie could 
not use his spear. He instantly drew up, 
in order to bring the horse round, and 
coming very near, the Scijcant made' a 
blow at him, with his sword, which cut 
the near rein, and brought the horse 
round the contrary way, which gave Ben- 
nett an opportunity to escape. 

This check obliged the army to move 
with more caution. The European Gre- 
nadiers, with four companies of Grenadier 
Sepoys, were ordered in future to head 
the line, followed by the King’s battalion ; 
but the enemy’s horse hung upon their 
flanks, and gave them a great deal of 
trouble, making a shew of attacking the ad- 
vance, whenever they saw an opportunity, 
which obliged them frequently to halt, 
and unlimber their guns; but a few rounds 
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always sent them off. At last on tho 22d 
of October, about nine o'clock in the 
morning, the advanced-guard entered the 
plains of Busar, where they perceived the 
whole of Sujah Dowlah's army drawn out 
to receive them, and about three miles in 
their front. As the advance and King's 
battalion entered tli*e plain, they inclined 
to the right towards the river, in order to 
leave room for the several corps to form as 
they came up. Tlie enemy saluted them 
with a few shot, which fell short, and after 
looking at each other for more than an 
hour Sujah Dowlah withdrew within his 
lines. The camp equipage being come 
up, the tents Avere pitched, and the troops 
retired to them with positive orders not to 
undress or take off their accoutrements. 
As there was a village about a thousand 
yards in front of the line, a battalion of 
Sepoys was thrown into it to watch the 
motions of the enemy. 
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Shortly after a Council of AYor was 
held, when it was determined not to attack 
the enemy until the morning of the 24th, 
that Uie troops might have full time to 
rest themselves. In the mean time all the 
heavy baggage was sent on board the 
boats. 

Sujah Dowlah, not agreeing in opinion 
with the Council of AVar, put his army inj^j”, 
motion early in the morning of the 23d, 
and when the commander in chief, with 
the field officer of the day, ircre going out 
to take a view of the enemy, they dis- 
covered them in full march to give them 
battle. The drums instantly beat to arms, 
and by eight o’clock the iv hole wereformed 
in the order which had been laid down. 
On the right was a battalion of Sepoys, 
with two guns on its right, and two on its 
left ; — then the King’s battalion, with two 
guns on its left ; — then a battalion of Se- 
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rear line. ^lajor Jennings, Conrnrandant 
of Artillery, took post on the right. 

By this time Sujah Dovrlah's line had 
advanced within about five hundred yards 
of us, where they seemed to halt, and then 
we had a distinct view of them, and a 
grand sight it was: their left was close to 
the river, and their right extended into the 
country almost as far as the eye could 
carry, but bending a little inward, so as to 
bring their guns to bear on the left face of 
our square. About nine o’clock we began 
to advance upon the enemy, and then, for 
the first time, our fire opened, which we 
could clearly see had a fine efiect. After 
moving aboutone hundred yards, ajeel,*' m 
front of the left wing, obliged us to incline 
to the right in order to clear it. This 
took us up near an hour, the enemy’s can- 
non and rockets playing npon us the whole 


* Lake, swamp, or morass 
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poys, with two guns On the left of these 
guns was the Bombay detachment, con- 
sisting of something more than one hun- 
dred Europeans, and Topasses, that is, 
native Portugueze dressed as ^Europeans, 
who formed the center and rear ranks To 
the left of them were two guns, and upon 
the left of the whole a battalion of Sepoys, 
which, with two guns, completed the front 
line 

The second line was composed of three 
Sepoy battalions, and the Company’s Eu- 
ropean battalion, with eight guns in tlie 
intervals A battalion on each flank 
closed the square that on the left had 
two guns attached to it All the cavalry 
v^'cre drawn up on the left of the square — 
the lines about two hundred ^ards from 
each other MajorChampion commanded 
the right vung of the front line. Major 
Stibbcrt the left, and Major Pcnible the 
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so as nearly to inclose our left, and then 
the action in that quarter became warm. 

It was now about noon, when Major 
Munro rode to the right, and finding it 
much annoyed by a battery in a tope, or 
gro\e of trees, in front ofthc3Cing*s batta- 
lion, he ordered Major Stibbert’s battalion, 
from the right of the line, to advance and 
attack it in flank. The battalion accord- 
ingly moved forward in excellent orderj 
but receiving the fire of a battalion of 
Nejeebs,^ and being attacked at the same 
time by a body of horse on each flank, 
they were thrown into disorder and retired 
towards the line. Major Munro having 
gone to the left, Major Champion ordered 
the right wing to advance, but not to give 
their fire until they could push bayonets : 
they accordingly nio\ed on with recovered 
arms^ and when, they got vw a Une, w\th 

* Corps of infantry armed with matchlocks and sabres ’ 
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time; but their guns were not well served; 
othenvise, from the number they had in 
tlie field, they must have torn us to pieces. 

The left having cleared the jeel, orders 
came along the hue to move forward; but 
at that instant, a large body of cavalry ap- 
pearing in the rear, obliged us to halt, and 
the rear line to go to the right about. The 
enemy’s horse having been thrown into 
some disorder in coming through a village 
about a thousand yards in ourrear, it tooli 
them a few minutes to close, and then they 
made a faribus charge on the rear line; 
but they met with so warm a reception, 
both of grape and small arras, that they 
fled, and never after returned to the field. 
They took care, however, to carry off our 
baggage, and all the tents which had been 
left standing. 

‘Whilst the rear line was engaged, the 
right wing of the enemy had bent round, 
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so as nearly to inclose our left, and then 
the action in that quarter became warm. 

It was novT about noon, when Major 
Munro rode to the right, and finding it 
much annoyed by a battery in a tope, or 
grove of trees, in front of the King’s batta- 
lion, ho ordered Major Stibbert’s battalion, 
from the right of the line, to advance and 
attack it in flank. The battalion accord- 
ingly moved forward in excellent order; 
but receiving the fire of a battalion of 
Nejeebs,* and being attacked at the same 
time by a body of horse on each flank, 
they were thrown into disorder and retired 
towards the line. Major Munro having 
gone to the left. Major Champion ordered 
the right wing to advance, but not to give 
their fire until they could push bayonets : 
they accordingly moved on with recovered 
arms, and when they got in a line with 
* Corpi of infantry armed whir matcliloclts and sabrei. ' 
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the disordered battalion, it instantly form- 
ed, and went on with them On entering 
the tope they receued a heavy fire from 
the Nejeebs, which, however, did little 
execution They pushed on, and on get- 
ting clear of the trees, perceiving the 
Nejeebs had retreated, they gave them 
their fire, which obliged them to quicken 
their pace At the back of the tope they 
found twenty-se\ en pieces of cannon, some 
of which had been taken from us at the 
unfortunate affair at Manjee the year be- 
fore As soon as the guns were taken pos- 
session of, and the wing had reloaded, 
they faced to the left, in order to support 
the left wing and ffank, still closely en- 
gaged, but the enemy, perceiving them 
moving ^down, fled in disorder, so that at 
one o’clock we were complete masters of 
the field The wing immediately halted, 
and then hlajor Munro came in front of 



the line, and returned thanks to the whole 
array for their steadiness and bravery dur- 
ing the action; after which, Inking off his 
hat, he gave three cheers for the victory, 
which Was returned by the troops with 
hearty goodwill. 

The line was once more put in motion, 
in pursuit of the enemy ; but alarge body 
of cavalry being left to cover their retreat, 
we uere obliged to march with caution, 
lest these fellows should break through 
us, as they did at Anah, so that we did 
not reach tlic Tory Nulla until sunset. 
Here a most horrid spectacle wa? presented 
to us : Sujah Doulah, when he advanced 
to the field in the morning, left his camp 
and bazar standing, not doubting but he 
should gain an easy rictory ; but when his 
army gave way tire bazar people ran to- 
wards Hie Nulla in order to cross it, Imi 
the bottom being miry, and thousands of 
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people pushing in at the same time, with 
bullocks, horses, camels, and elephants, 
the whole became jammed together, and 
perished by the weight of each other, so 
that for an e\tent of nearly three hundred 
^ardsa complete bridge was formed. We 
turned from this dreadful sight, and took 
up our ground near the Fort of Bu^ar, 
where we lay on our arms all night. 

Nest morning, wlien the returns were 
collected, it was found that our loss in 
killed and Mounded amounted to one 
hundred and one Europeans ; sm-en hun- 
dred and seicnty-thrcc Sepoys, and about 
one iumdred and forty or fifty of the irre- 
gular ca\alry, making in the whole somc- 
tlungmorc than one thousand men ; but a 
^ast number of our followers were killed 
and Mounded between the lines. Wc lost 
but few olTiccrs, for, indeed, wc had not 
nian> to lose, there being scarcely fifty, 
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including all ranks, in tlie field. Lieute- 
nant Spilsbury of tlie regiment, and 
'Ensign Thompson of the Grenadiers, to 
which, at his ohn request, hcw'as appoint- 
ed the evening before, were killed. Lieute- 
nant George Tliompson lost a leg, and 
Captain Crofton of the 96th, with three or 
four other officers, whose names cannot 
now be recollected, were slightly wounded. 

took in the field, and m the camp, 
one hundred andtwenty-sW pieces of can- 
non ; and a foreigner, who had deserted 
from us at Sant, brought in, the day after 
the action, se^en field pieces, which had 
been left in his charge, for which he re- 
ceived Ins pardon. Sexeral of those de- 
serters were found dead in the field, and 
two, who liad been wounded, and could 
not get off Avith thcirarmy, were hung up 
to a tree in front of the line, by the provost 
serjcant. 

T 2 
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Thus ended the battle of Buxaf, on the 
issue of which depended the fate of Ben- 
gal. All the Native troops behaved to 
admiration, although some of them were 
new corps, not having been raised more 
than eight months. As to the Europeans, 
the}’ were tried mfen, and enured to ser- 
vice 

Sujah Dowlah’s army was reported to 
be nearly fifty thousand strong; and it 
supposed his loss must have been consi- 
derable, as he never after faced us in the 
field. 

AVe halted at Buxar the three following 
days, during which time the bildarsjior 
pioneers, were employed in burying tlie 
dead of both armies, and the dooly 
bearers in bringing off the wounded, many 
of the poor fellows having lain on the field 
for more than four and twenty hours for 
want of conveyance to bring them off. 
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as nearly half of the bearers ran away 
on the commencement of the action, and 
a number had been billed or disabled 
between the lines, there were not doolies 
sufficient to bring off with the army more 
than one fifth of the wounded. 

On the 27th we mSrehed back to the 
bank of the river, near the field of bat- 
tle. and fiom thence crossed over into 
the Gauzipore district. The following 
day we took up our line of march to- 
words Benares, and continued it every 
day until we reached the Goomty river, 
where we met the Emperor Shah Allum, ' 
who had quitted Sujah Dowlah, and once 
more threw himself on the generosity of the 
English. During one of these inarches, 
just as -we had come to onr ground, the 
whole atmosphere was suddenly darkened, 
and a shower or cloud of locusts fell upon 
us, and covered the plain so thickly, that 
£ 3 
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■we were obliged to strike our bells of arms 
and colour tents, and move on to a spot of 
ground about four miles farther. 

The Emperor accompanied us to Be- 
nares, wJiich we found deserted by the 
'Cnemy; we therefore marched round (the 
city, and encamped on the plain near 
MurwaddCe. Here we'lay nearly two 
months, during which time all the public 
property belonging toSujah Dowlah, which 
was found in the city, was sold by public 
auction, at the head of the army, for the 
benefit of tiie captors. About the middle 
*of November a detachment was made, 
consisting of the Grenadiers, and three 
battahons of Sepoys, (whose names or 
numbers the writer cannot now recollect,) 
under the command of Major Pemblc, to 
reduce the Port of Cliunar; but on at- 

I 

templing to storm it they were beaten back, 
artd the detachment returned to tlic army. 



Shortly after the army was reinforced by' 
three hundred European recruits, and a 
battalion of Sepoys under Captain Iron- 
side, then Town Major. This detachment 
bad left Crdeutla under the command of 
hlajor Sir Robert Fletcher, just arrived 
from England; and when he began his 
march, was led to believe that the Grand 
Army would not move until he had 
reached Patna; howcier, on hearing that 
Major Munro was advancing towards the 
' enemy, without waiting for hiin, he quitted 
the detachment, and came on by dawk, 
or post, but did not get up with the army 
urtil the day after the battle. On his 
ar'ival Major Champion quitted the army, 
bang appointed to command two com- 
ptnies of European recruits’, and two bat- 
talions of Sepoys, in the provinces of Mid- 
' nipore and Jetlasorc, to keep an eye upon 
r. 4 
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tlie ]\laharattas, who were then in motion 
to assist Sujah Doulah. 

In the month of December all the 
King’s troops were ordered to Calcutta, 
except those who chose to remain in the 
service of the Company; and about the 
11th of January, 1765, IMajor Munro 
himself left the army, the command of 
which devolved on Sir Robert Fletcher. 
He immediately put the troops in motion. 
A strong detachment was formed for the 
reduction of Chunar, under the command 
of hlajor Stibbert, and, with the rest of 
the army, he marched against Allahabad, 
which after* a few days siege was surren- 
dered; and Major Stibbert, having also 
succeeded against Chunar, the army agun 
united on the plain near Allahabad. 

Early in the month of hlarch Maor 
Carnac, who had just been appointee a 
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Brigadier General from home, repaired to 
the army; and the Maharattas having 
about the same time entered tlie Doab, on 
the invitation of Sujah Dowlali, he mnrclt- 
ed to meet tliem, and after two sliglit ac- 
tions drove them across the Jumna. Sujah 
Dowlali’s affairs now became desperate; 
he therefore determined to follow the e.^- 
amplo of Shah AUum, for which purpose 
ho repaired to the British camp, and threw 
himself on the mercy of the English Go- 
vernment, who granted him much better 
terms than he could have expected, which 
put an end to the war; after which the 
army fell back to Juanpore, not far from 
Benares, where it remained until Lord 
Clive joined it in the beginning of August, 
His Lordship then divided the troops into 
three brigades, as has been already noticed. 
The Mathews battalion being appointed 
to the 2d, the whole of that brigade, un- 
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der Colonel Richard Smith, marched for 
Allahabad, Ihe only fortress taken from 
Sujdh Do^vlah nhich ne kept possession 
of — Chunar was restored to him The 
first brigade, commanded by General Car- 
nac, mo\cd down to Monghyr, and the 
third, under Sir Robert Barker, united at 
Baukypore 

In 1766 the second brigade, being re- 
lieved bj the third, the Mathews battalion, 
then commanded b} Captain John Smith, 
a brother of the General s, was ordered to 
Benares, where it reniamed three 01 four 
years 

In 1770 it was ordered to the Presidency, 
where it was again relieved by the third 
brigade in 1772, when it was sent to Ber 
hampore, then under the toniinmd of Cap 
tain Philip DcHficld In the latter end 
of 1773 the second brigade relieved the 
first, then in the field, and early 111 1774 



tlie whole of the second brigade (except 
thohlathews battalion, which was ordered 
to Chunar) marched against the Eohillas; 
the brigade was under the command of 
Colonel Galliez; but Colonel Champion, 
being Commander in Chief, was at the 
head of the whole. In 1775, on General 
Clavering’s arrangement taking place, the 
Mathews became the tenth in number, 
and the fallowing j’car was ordered to 
Midnapore, where shortly after its arrival, 
great discontents' broke out amongst the 
men, owing to intemperate and impro- 
per conduct on the part of their com mand- 
ing officer, which brought on an inquiry, 
and in consequence Captain Dclaficld was 
dismissed the service, by the sentence of 
a Court hlartial, February, 1777. IVho 
succeeded him in the command the writer 
cannot now recollect. In 1781 it was 
regimented, and became the 4th in num- 
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der Colonel Richard Smith, marched for 
Allahabad, 'the only fortress taken from 
Sujah Dowlah which we kept possession 
of — Chunar was restored to him. The 
first brigade, commanded by General Car- 
nac, moved down to Monghyr; and the 
third, under Sir Robert Barker, united at 
Bankypore. 

Ill 1766 the second brigade, being re- 
lieved by the third, the Mathews battalion, 
then commanded by Captain John Smith, 
a brother of the General’s, was ordered to 
Benares, where it remained three or four 
years. . 

In 1770 it was ordered to the Presidency, 
where it was again relieved by the third 
brigade 111 1772, wlien it was sent to Ber- 
hampore, then under the command of Cap- 
tain Philip Dclnfield. In the latter end 
of 177s the second brigade relieved the 
first, then in the field; and early in 1774 



tlie whole of the second brigade (except 
the hlathews battalion, which was ordered 
to Clumar) marched against the Rohillas; 
the brigade was under tlie command of 
Colonel Galliez; but Colonel Champion, 
being Commander in Chief, was at the 
head of the whole. In 1775, on General 
CUvering’s arrangement taking place, the 
Mathews became the tenth in number, 
and the following year was ordered to 
Midnaporc, whore shortly after its arrival, 
great discontents' broke out amongst the 
men, owing to intemperate aud impro- 
per eonduct on the part of their command- 
ing officer, which brought on an inquiry, 
and in consequence Captain Delafield was 
dismissed the sen ice, by the sentence of 
a Court Martial, February, 1777. Who 
succeeded him in the command the writer 
cannot now recollect. In 1781 it was 
regimented, and became the 4th in num- 
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der Colonel Richard Smith, marched for 
Allahabad, the only fortress taken from 
Sujah DoiNlah which we kept possession 
of — Chunar was restored to him The 
first brigade, commanded by General Car- 
nac, rao\ed down to Monghyr; and the 
third, under Sir Robert Barker, united at 
Bankypore 

In 1766 the second brigade, being re- 
lieved b} the third, the Mathews battalion, 
then commanded by Captain John Smith, 
a brother of the General’s, was ordered to 
Benares, where it remained three or four 
years 1 

In 1770 it was ordered to the Presidency, 
where it was again relieved b} the third 
brigade in 1772, when rt was sent to Ber* 
hampore, then under the command of Cap- 
tain Philip Dclafield In the latter end 
of 177s the second brigade relieved the 
first, then in the field, and early m 1774^ 
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tlic whole of the second brigade (except 
the Mathews battalion, which w'as ordered 
to Chunar) marched against the Rohillas; 
the brigade was under the command of 
Colonel Galliez; but Colonel Champion, 
being Commander in Chief, was at the 
head of the whole. In 1775, on General 
Cldvcring’s arrangement taking place, the 
hlathews became the tenth in number, 
and the following year was ordered to 
Midnaporc, where shortly after its arrival, 
great discontents' broke out amongst the 
men, owing to intemperate and impro- 
per conduct on the part of their command- 
ing officer, which brought on an inquiry, 
and in consequence Captain Delafield « as 
dismissed the service, by the sentence of 
a Court Martial, February, 1777. IVho 
succeeded him in the command the writer 
cannot now recollect. In 1781 it was 
regimented, and became the 4th in num- 



60 


ber; and the following year, some symp- 
toms of a mutinous tendency appearingt it 
was broke the beginning of 1784.* Thus 
fell the !Mathews battalion, a corps more 
highly spoken of during the twenty-six 
years it existed, than any battalion in the 
service ; and at this day, if you meet an}' of 
the old fellows who formerly belonged to 
it, and ask them what corps they came 
from, they will erect their heads, and say, 
" Mathews Ka Phulton."’ 


The 19th Battalion was raised in Cal- 
cutta by the Town Major, about the mid- 
dle of the year 1764, and when completed 
was given to Captain Hill. In 1765 it 
accompanied Lord Clive to the army, and 
was shortly after sent to the Court of 

* See the Supplement foriomc account of that mutiny. 
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Sujah Dowlali, -nliere it remained several 
jears. In 1767 a liint was given to Cap- 
tain Hill, that lie would be superseded by 
Captain Muir, Mhcncicr a promotion of 
field officers took place, in consequence of 
winch he resigned the sen ice, and the 
command of the battalion was given to 
Captain Harper, who was at that time one 
of General Smith’s family.* 

• As llie cause of this intended supersession is not gene- 
rallj known, die following account of it ma> not be unac- 
ceptable 

Captain Douglas Hill was the son of a gentleroan m 
Ireland, ^ho losing Ku father \xUen very young, and lus 
, mother marrymg ogam, he ran away from school in the 
year 1754, being dien about fourteen years of age, and 
joined a recruiting parly of the 39lh regiment, commanded 
by Colonel Aldercoro, and then under orders for the East 
Indies Beidg too young to carry arms he was made a 
drummer, and arrived with the regiment at Madras, in the 
year 1755, being the first Brilish regiment that ever rounded 
the Cape of Good Hope Early the following year two 
additional companies were sent out to the regiment, one 
trJricfi omrtmnrdgd hy fftir ftrfe Lreutenaaf Genera? 

Sir Eyre Coote Calcutta having been taken by Surajah 
Dowlah, m June, 1756, four companies of Coloncf Alder 
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Captain Harper kept this battalion un- 
til 1773, when he resigned the service, and 

corn’s regiment were sent on board Admiral Watson’s 
fleet, to act as Marines, and to be employed on shore, if 
cecessaiy, for the recovery of our settlements — Captain 
Coote’s company, and the one Mr. Hill belonged to, « ere 
in this detachment. 

During the year 1757, the Company’s possessions being 
recovered by the overthrow and death of Surajah Dost lab, 
the S9th regiment was ordered home the beginning of the 
year 1758, allowing such officers and soldiers to enter into 
the Company’s service as chose to 'remain, promising to 
the officers their half-pay for life. In consequence of this 
assurance, the following officers came in with advanced 
rank, vir. Major Ford os lieutenant Colonel; Lieutenants 
Camac* andYorkt os Captains; and Ensigns Donnellant 
mid Bradbridge as Lieutenants, and almost the whole of 
the Non-commissioned Officers and Privates. Captain 

• Afterwards a Brigadier General and Commander in 
Chief. 

-f- Was Town Major of Fort William. 

t 'rills unfortunate man was executed at Wanvick in 
1781, for the supposed murder of his brother-in-law, Sir 
'llieodosius Boughton. He was condemned on the evi- 
dence of his niotlier-in-law, who, ilirough remorse, on htr 
death bed, confessed that she had ndminislcrcd the jioisoti 
herselfj which deprived her son of life, and declared Mr. 
Dotmellan to be innocent. 
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llie temporary command of it was given 
to Captain Robert Stuart, (now Lieutenant 

Coote went home with the colours, and lldl eraharlc- 
ed in the same slup During the voyage, Captain Coote, 
pcTcewmg him to be a smart youth, and tu appearance far 
above hw situation, inquired who he was, and, to his 
astonishment, discovered him to be the son of an old and 
intimate friend He immediately look the young man, 
then about eighteen, under his own protection, and, on 
their arrival m Logland, procured hw discharge 

In December, 17SS, tlie Court of Directors having re- 
presented to Govenlment, that a regiment of Duropeans 
was absolutely necessary for the protection of iheir settle- 
ments in Bengal, his Majesty was pleased to order one to 
be formed by drafts from the old corps, purposely for that 
duty, and, at the recommendation of the Court, Captain 
Coote was appomted to the command of i\, with die 
rank of Lieutenant Colonel Commandant, and tlic rcgi 
ment was numbered the Eighty fourth To this regiment 
Mr Hill was appointed Quarter master, his warrant hear 
mg date the 7th of rcbniiry,»17£9 

Tlie re_,iment arnved at Madras the latter end of the 
year 17 jU and their services being required on the coast, 
they were immediately dhiembarked, when Colonel Coote 
became the Commander in Cluef Tlie first vacant com 
mission was given to Mr Hill Tlie power of the Trench, 
m the Cariulic, being entirely ruined by the capture of 
Pondicherry, Colonel Coote, in 1761, embarked his re- 
giment for liengul, m two large Country ships, one of 
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and, scour the country through the dis- 
tricts of Purnea, Dinagepore, Eungpore, 


to take tlie field , when Mr Muir was made a Capbin, 
and as such, commanded a company at the battle of Plas- 
sey, as he did in every other action during the year 1757 
111 the following year, a Captain Gowen, of the Bombay 
Establishment, came round to Bengal, and being an old 
officer, Colonel Clue gave him a Majonty in this army 
This gave so much dissatisfaction to the Bengal officers, 
that eight Captaios resigned tbeir commissions in one day 
these were Rurobold, (afterwards Sir Tliomis,) Alexander 
Grant, Muir, Carstairs and Campbell ,* the names of the 
other three the writer cannot now recal to his memory 
Captain Muir repaired to England, and m January, 1760 , 
procured a Licuteuancy lu the 94tli Regiment, with nhich 
he served m America the remainder of the seven years 
siar In 1763 tlie Regiment was disbanded 

* Tlie 

• These hvo gentlemen were afterwards restored to tlie 
service, but vvitli loss of rank Ciptam Rumbold applied 
at the same time, but was refused, on a supposition that he 
was a leading man in the resignation, he was, however, m 
the year 1760, appointed to the Cml Service, and, with a 
number of other gentlemen, sent out as Factors on the Ben 
gal Establishment Captain Grant returned to Bengal as a 
free merchant, and died lu 1765 — then Contractor for 
the armv 



and Cooss Bebar, then much infested by 
the Sanasscs.' -He executed 'his orders 


Tlie laller end of die same >ear, accounts liaving reached 
Eughudof the \car with Cosaim AHjr, and the deatniefion 
of the Patna detachment, proposals were made to some of 
tlie disbanded Ijcutenaiits to raise men for Bengal, on the 
Company’s bounty, whidi was fi%e guineas, and those who 
could enlist one hundred and twenty-five were to have 
Captains’ commissions. Many offered their service, and 
*omongst the rest Lieutenant Muir, who soon completed 
his company, and >s)tli it embarVed for India; but having 
along passage, dtdnot arrive MV Bengal until early in 1705. 
He was immediately sent off to join the army, where he 
had the mortification to find Captain Hill, who was so 
w\ucl\ \vA yuulor at the battla of Plassay eight years before, 
now his senior officer. He represented to Lord Clive the 
very unpleasant predicament in which be was placed, and 
entreated his I/irdslfip to relieve Wm from it. But Lord 
Clive told him that Captain Hill was an officer of very con- 
siderable merit, and be would not on any account allow him 
to be superseded. However, in January, 1767, tiord 
Clive quitted Bengal, and IHr. Verelst, the friend of Cap- 
tain Muir, succeeding him, things took a different turn, 
and Uie hint before mentioned was the consequence. 

Ou the resignation of Captain Hill, he returned to Eng- 
land, where be remained a few years, and was afteniards 
restored to the service, but was drowned coming from 
Madras in the year 1777 . 



04f 


General,) ^^ho was ordered to proceed 
with it to join its brigade, then at the Prc- 

which, tlicPatty Islam, foundered near llie Sand Heads, and 
almost every eoul perished Tlie regiment was completed 
by drafts of men from home, but the promotion of olTiccn 
went on in the corps This brought Mr. Hill very high on 
the list of Lieutenants. 

In 1"G3 the rcgimcntwas flclirel} employed during the 
whole of that severe campaign, in which U acquired much 
honour, andal the conclusion of it were ordered home,al* 
lowing to the ofllcers and men the same terms os had been 
granted to Colonel Aldcrcom's regiment In consequence 
of this Lieutenants Goddard, Fielding, Neilson, llill, and 
Comine, came m as Captains Ensigns Auclimuty, Eopcfi 
Kmidson, Skinner, Camac, and Tlobmson, as LicutcnanU, 
all their commusions dated in the month of October, 1763 
Here we will leave Mr Hill and epeaV of Captain Mmr. 

Captain Grainger Miur was the. son of a respectable 
officer in Ins Majesty’s senice, who was one of the majors 
sent out IQ command of twelve Independent Companies m 
Admiral Boscanca’s fleet, ly the year 1747, in order, if 
possible, to recover Madras, and some other settlements, 
which had been taken from the Company the year before 
by the French, and Mr. Muir, then a youth about fourteen, 
accompanKil his fsihcr. 

'fbe Adminl armed at Fort St Davidslhc latter end 
of the year, anil, wi h the assistance of the garrison of that 
place, inveitcd PonheliriTy, but the Moiiioon setting m. 
and some nrnraauajetneni lovmg eawtcsl m the vwgtncer de* 
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?idcvicy; but on lus arrival at Patna, be 
found orders for bim to cross tbe Ganges, 


jartment, )ie obVjged to taUc ll^c siege, v.UU consi- 
derable loss. He sat down against it a second time In 
1748, but bad made little progress, when accounts ss ere 
received from England of a general peace. Madras being 
. restored by the treaty, die troops mo\cd from Pondicbcrry 
to tale possetsion of it, tilicre Major Muir died tlic fol- 
iowingjear. Young Mf-Muiricmained at Madras until 
tbeyear 1731, wlien the Court of Directors appointed him 
a writer on the Bengal Establishment. On his arrival in 
Calcutta, be was appointed to an ofiice \ but disliking tbo 
inaciltity of the situation, he solicited the Goremorand 
Council to grant him permission to resign h, and indulge 
bitti with a commission in the army. H» retjvicst was 
accordingly complied with, and an Ensign’s commission 
given him in the year t754. 

In 1 75G, when Surajah Dowla took tlic Fort of Calcutta, 
where so many of our countrymen suffered in the Black 
Hole, Ensign Muir was stationed with twenty men at the 
factory of Jugdia, under die orders of Mr. Amyat, the 
Chief, wiili Messrs. Pleydell, Verclst, Smyth, and Hay, of 
die Civil Service. Tliey were directed by the Governor 
and Council to quit the factory, and repair to Fulia, where 
the dispcistd English were collecting, under the protection 
of some of the Company’s ships, just arrived from Europe. 

On the arrival of Colonel Clive and Admiral Watson, 
with reinforcements from Madras, the army was ordered 


T 
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most effectually, Tvhicli in a great measure 
broke the spirits of those troublesome ma- 
lauders, as they have been tolerably quiet 
ever sfnee. The battalion remained in 
Cooss Beharjivhere Captain JolinFulIarton 
(late a Major-General) took'the command 
of it. 

In 1775, on General Clavering's arrange- 
ment taking place, it became the 20tli in 
number, and shortly after was ordered, 
iwth the rest of the brigade, to leheie the 
2d brigade, then cantoned at Belgram, m 
the province of Oude, where it remained 
until the latter end of the year 1777, when 
it marched to the Piesidency. 

In 1778, Captain Fullarton hai ing been 
promoted to a Majority, Captain Peter 
Giant was appointed to the command of 


Captam Miur h»cd loatliin tl«c rant of Tull Colonel, 
and died on lus way to Cnglaiid lu ihe year 1785 
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it; and war witli France breaking out the 
same year, the late X'cntenant-Coloncl 
Dow, with tbih** and' another battalion, 
was ordered to t'akd ‘possession ofr Chan- 
dcrnagorc, when the public properly found 
in the place was given to the captors. In 
17S1, it was formed into a regiment, and 
ordered to the coast; but on its arrival at 
Midnapore, a dispute arose between Cap- 
tain (then Major) Grant and his men, 
concerning the distribution of the Chan- 
dernagore prize money, when the battalion 
mutinied, for which it was broke, and the 
men drafted into the other five regiments 
then under orders for the Carnatic. The 
Major was tried and cashiered. 


Tire 2itii Sattalian was raiVed at Ban- 
kypore in the year I 76 G, under the dircc- 
r3 
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tion of the ‘late* Sir Robert Barker^ and 
■when it ■was disciplined, "^vas turned 'over 
to the'Purgunnah Establishment at Patna. 
The latter end of tfis year it was given 
to Captain Jacob Camac, who was ordered 
with it to 'Ramgur, where it remained 
many years. On the reduction of the 
Purgunnah Establishment in 1773, this 
was the only battalion that was allowed 
to remain ; and in 1775, by General Cla- 
■vering^s arrangement, it was brought into 
the line, posted to the 2d brigade, 'and 
became the Fourteenth in number.’’ In 
1778, Captain Camac was promoted to a 
Majority, and Captain James Brown suc- 
ceeded him in the command. The follow- 
ing year it was ordered into the Maharatta 
“country, witli some other corps under the 
command of Major (afterwards Lieutenant 
Colonel) .Camac, where it served with 
great credit. HVhcn Captain Brown left 



this battalion, or who succeeded him in 
the command of it, the writer cannot now 
recollect. lYhon the battalions of the first 
brigade returned frohi Bombay, ^an alte- 
ration toohiplace in, the number of the 
battalions, when this became the Fifteenth. 

In the beginning of 1788, Captain Lu- 
dovic Grant was appointed to the com- 
mand of it ; but no opportunity of service 
offered until the end of 1795, when the 
Government had it in contemplation to 
send a detachment by sea, to the settle- 
ment of Malacca, and it was understood 
that this battalion had volunteered to be 
employed on that duty. However, when 
the men learnt that they were actually to 
embark on board ship, a serious mutiny 
broke out, and Major-General Erskine- 
was ordered down to Midnapore to quell 
it. On their refusing to lay doom their 
arras, he brought Captain Bradley’s bat- 
r A 



talion, then at the same station, “with 
field-pieces, against them, and after a fe\r 
shot dispersed the mutineers, and they 
fled in every direction. No blame ^vas 
imputed to Captain Grant and his officers, 
so far from it, that Government ordered 
another battalion to be raised by them, 
■which was just completed, when the pre- 
sent jEsUblishmenttook effect. 


lI^\^^Ggl\en an account of tfie four 
old battalions ivlucli ba\ c been reduced, 
the corps remaining in the sen icc mil be 
treated of as tliej stand in regiments by 
the arrangement of 1796 

riRST REGIMENT— 

■was composed of the 1st, 13th and 32d 
battalions 

Eirjf Battalion — Tins corps Tvas raised 
at Burdnan in the jear 1758, and still 
retains the name of that province By 
■whom it was raised, or where employed 
until the jear 1763, the writer cannot now 
recollect In the latter end of that year 
It joined the marines at Burdwan, and 
accompanied them along the Maharatta 
frontier, towards Ramgiir, as has been 
already mentioned It afterwards pro- 
ceeded to the army with the Madras de- 
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tachmcnt, and joined it a little before the 
mutiny. It was then commanded by Cap- 
tain M‘IiCnn, and in April, 17G^, it be- 
came the Second in number. i 

In the action with Sujah Dowlii, before 
Patna, on the 3d May, it acquitted itself 
with much credit; but in consequence of 
a representation from the Native Officers, 
Captain M‘Lcan was removed, nnd;Cap- 
tain Nollikins, who was wounded at the 
))cad of the European Grenadiers that 
day, was appointedito it in his room. It 
accompanied the grand army to Busar, 
and in that action was, to the best of the 
writer’s recollection, on the Jeftof the front 
line. Its captain had been left sick int 
Patna, but whether it was commanded by 
Lieutenants Bevan or Harper, he cannot 
now tell, as both those jgentlcnicn were 
made Majors of Brigade by Lord Clive, for 
their gallant beliaviour in .tlmt battle. j 
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it remained rrith the grand armyiuntil 
the war with Sujah Dowia was concluded, 
and was, in 1765, posted' to the first bri- 
gade, and accompanied it to Monghyr. 
In 1766, it was turned over to the Purgun- 
nah establishment and sent to hlaradbaug, 
.being then eommanded'by Captain Pis- 
cher, where it remained until 1773, whon 
it was ordered to join its brigade. ’ • 

‘ In 1775, it became thePirst in number: 
and, in the year 1778, was onp of the bat- 
talions ordered to Bombay under Colonel 
•Lfeslie first, and afterwards under the com- 
mand of General Goddard, where its be- 
haviour was 'highly to the satisfaction of 
its commander. It returned to Bengal in 
1784, with Colonel (now Lieut. General) 
Charles Morgan, where it has remained 
ever since.* Captain (since Major Gene- 

* It was in ItoUiknnd wUh General Abercrombie, in 
1794, arrd was tbo righl battairorr of tbe centre brrgatlci 
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Tal) Porbcs commanded this corps on tlic 
march towards Bombay. On his promo- 
tion Captain John Campbell succeeded to 
the command, which he retained with dis- 
tinction to himself and the corps during 
the greater part of the uar; after l)iin 
Major James Dickson commanded it. 

Second Bat/a/fon.—This has been long a 
distinguished battalion. It was raised at 
Midnapore about the year 1759> and con- 
tinued some years in that province, from 
wliich It took its name. In 17 C 4 it was 
commanded by Captain (late Colonel) 
Hampton, and became the Fourteenth in 
number, according to Ins rank. In 1765 
it was posted to the third brigade, and the 

commanded by X-ieutenant Colonel Ware. Captain Ro- 
bert Baillie was then at ibc bead of it Its loss was trifling 
in the action of ibe SCtb October of that year, fought oa 
the plains of Bstoornb. 



following )^ear was turned over to tlic Pur* 
gunnali or Provincial Establishment. On 
the reduction of that Establishment in 
177s, it was ordered to join its brigade at 
Berhamporc, where Captain (late Colonel) 
Plane got the command of it, and this of- 
ficer having the entire disciplining of it, 
(after being so long broken by dctacb- 
ments in the IMofusscil,) and being obliged 
to exchange a number of the men, it has 
ever since gone by Ins name. By the 
regulations of Gencnil Clavenng in 1775, 
it became the Nineteenth in number, and 
the following year accompanied its bri- 
gade to Belgram in the province of Onde. 
In 1778 it marched down to the Presi- 
dency, where it rctnained until January, 
1781, when it was ordered to the coast. 
It was at the same time formed into a re- 
•gimeatof two battalions, and I»lajoT Plane 
again placed at the head of it, when it 
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became the Thirteenth in number, ^vh^ch 
it lias ever since retained. During the 
■whole of the war on the coast the conduct 
of this c\cellcnt corps was highly spohen 
of, but particularly at the attack of the 
lines of Cuddalorc on the IStli of June, 
J783. At tlie latter end of the following 
year it returned to Bengal, and being then 
attached to the first brigade, accompanied 
it to Cawnporc in January, 178(5, where it 
remained , until the beginning of 1788, 
uhen It returned to the Presidency, being 
then commanded by Captain Norman 
M'Leod. In 1790 it was again ordered 
to the coast, and as usual acquitted itself 
niucli to the satisfaction of that excellent 
judge of merit — the late Marquis Cornwal- 
lis. On the 6th of Tebruary, 1792, when 
his Lordship attacked the lines of Tippoo 
Sultan, this battalion was in the right co- 
lumn with Lieutenant Colonel Cockerell, 



under the command of- Major General 
Meadows, hvhere they liad a smart action 
with the Prench party commanded by a 
M. Law or Lally. ' On thci evening of 
that day, notwithstanding it had been un- 
der arras- and in movement all the prece- 
ding' night, it was selected by the Com- 
mander in Chief to accompany one of the 
European regiments to beat up the quar- 
ters of the enemy’s cavalry, then encamped 
under the walls of Seringapatam, which 
they, fully- executed.. It returned to Ben- 
gal in 1793, when it was ordered to its old 
station at Cawnpore. 

lln 1794, it was again in motion, under 
the command of Captain N. M'Leod, and 
ordered into Rohilcund, in consequence of 
some misunderstanding -with the Rohilla 
chiefs, where Major General Sir Robert 
.Abercrombie took the command of the 
army, which consisted of the Second Eu- 
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ropcan Regiment, ten battalions ofSepoys, 
and two weak icgimcnts of Native ca^alr}', 
with a proportion of Artillery. This bat- 
talion, with the l8th, commanded by 
Major Bolton, and the Second European 
Regiment, formed the reserve, under Co- 
lonel Burringlon, assisted by Major IMac- 
donald : the 13th on the right ; the Eu- 
ropeans in tiic centre, and tlic 18th on the 
left. Having ad^anccd into the enemy's 
country near Uainporc, the Rohilla chiefs 
boldly marched out to meet them, and in 
the morning of the 26ih October, they 
took up a commanding position about a- 
mile in front of the British camp. The 
army -was instantly formed in one line, 
W’ith the reserve on the right, and its flank 
coiered by the cavalry, which formed an 
angle, so as to protect the rear. The cen- 
tre was commanded by Colonel Ware, and 
the left by Lieutenant-Colonel M'Gowan, 
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each with four battalions.* The lOtli 
battalion, being on the left of the line, 
was ordered to the rear, to protect the 
baggage; and ’the next battalion upon 
the left, being the 14th, commanded by 
Captain Hyndma'n, fell back and formed 
an angle to cover that flank. As soon as 
the line was formed, the whole advanced 
upon the enemy ; but the reserve moved 
forward with so rapid a pace; that the 
guns attached to it could not keep up, 
and consequently were left in the rear. 
At this time the enemy were conecaled in 
the jungle, not only in front, but on both 
flanks. 4Vhen the line halted, some orders 
were sent to the cavalry, which, it seems, 
were not clearly understood. The officer 
commanding them. Captain Uamsay, how- 
ever, directed them to wheel to the left 

* riic two dittsioQs contntamled by Colonel Forbes. 
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hy divisions, which, being perceived by 
the JRohilla liorse, they dashed upon them 
full speed, and in less than a minute, the 
two regiments fled m confusion, breaking 
in upon, and disordering the 13th batta- 
lion as they went'off. In this situation', 
Captain M‘Leod called to his people to 
fire upon them, but it was too late, for the 
enemy’s horse and foot were on liim in a 
moment 3 and the battalion being much 
broken by our own cavalry, could make but 
little resistance, so that the Rohillas had no- 
thing to do but cut down, and a dreadful 
slaughter it was — every officer in the bat- 
talion being either killed or wounded, and 
full one third of the men. Captain M'Leod 
was the first who fell, Tlie enemy nearly 
at the same time fell upon the right wing 
of the European battalion, which was 
handled very roughly, and lost many ofii- 
cers and men. The IStli battalion did 



not escape. , The attack upon it was also 
on the right, where Major Bolton lost his 
life. Jluring this transaction, Lieutenant 
Gahan, (now Lieutenant-Colonel,) and 
Lieutenant Richardson, (now of the Civil 
Service, lliavingralliedsome of the cavalry, 
returned to the ifield, and assisted in dis- 
persing the enemy. , , , i t 

The Rohillas made an attempt on the 
left flank, but there they could make no 
impression. Captain Hyndman being pre:- 
pared for them. After this theyi .were 
soon routed, and driven from the field. 

The army lost a number of evcellent 
officers upon this occasion. 

The Rohillas retired to the hills, where 
the Commander in Chief followed theip, 
and, at last, prevailed on them to lay 
down their arms, after which the troops 
returned to their cantonments. 

In 179G, it came into this regiment. , 
c 3 
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The 32d battalion, which was incorpo- 
rated with the two before-mentioned, was 
one of the new battalions formed in 1786 
from the extra companies of the old corps; 
and as the companies from four battalions 
formed one on the new establishment, 
they were denominated by the Natives 
** Cham Yarie,” or the Four Friends. This 
battalion was with Sir Robert Abercrom- 
bie against the Rohillas, in October, 1794, 
but being in the centre of the line did not 
suffer much , 


SECOND REGIMENT 

was formed from the 2d, 25th, and 28th 
Battalions. 

Ttrst Battalion ^ — ^Tliis is an old corps ; 
and, if the writer is not mistaken, it was 
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formerly called the Chittagong Battalion , 
but it has long since lost that name, and 
now goes hy the denomination of 
“ Grant,” from Colonel Hugh Grant, who 
■when a Captain long commanded it 
It was raised in the year 1759, but 
where or by whom cannot now be recol- 
lected 

Captain Grant got the command of it 
in 1761, and remained with it atCliander- 
nagore, until the war with Cossim Ally 
broke out, w hen it joined the army under 
Major Adams, and continued actively 
employed during the whole contest 
After the retreat of Sujah Dowla from 
Patna,^this battalion was sent to Moneali 
to watch the motions of the enemy , where 
It remained during all the rams, until the 
army joined it from Bankypore It was 
one of the first battalions that crossed the 
Soane with the Grenadiers, after which it 
G 3 



accompanied the army to Buxar, and in 
that action had the right of the second 
line, where its behaviour was steady and 
soldier-like, ‘ 

"When the battalions weie nntnbered in 
April, 1764, it became, by the rank of its 
Captain, the Third. 

At the conclusion of the war in 1765, it 
was posted to the 1st Brigade, and order- 
ed to 3\fonghyr. 

In 1767, ^va^ breaking out with Ilydcr 
Ally, this was one of three battalions sent 
to the Northern Sircars under the com- 
mand of Lieut. Colonel IVni. Smith, uho 
died shortly after, and then Colonel Peach, 
with a part of his Regiment, (the Ist Buro- 
pcans,) was sent round to take the coni- 
niatid. 'I'lic battalion xvas then under the 
orders of Captain Arthur rorl)C8 Auch- 
muly. 

It returned to Bengal in the latter end 
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of 1769, and ^vas ordered up to Dinapore, 
where its brigade was then stationed. In 
1772 the whole of the first brigade was 
ordered to the field to oppose the Maha- 
rattas, who had entered the Doab, but 
retired on the approach of the brigade. 
The follow ing year it uas again sent with- 
out the provinces, but nothing occurred# 
after which it was ordered to the Presi- 
dency. 

In 1775, when General Clavering’s al- 
teration took’ effect, it became the Second 
in number: and in 1778 was one of the 
si\ battalions sent to Bombay, under the 
command of the late General Goddard, 
where its conduct was highly to the satis- 
faction of the General, and particularly 
in the retreat from the Ghauts in 1781, 
In 1784 it returned to Bengal, where it 
remained until it became incorporated in 
the Second Regiment. This corps, on the 
G 4 
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march towards Bombay, was commanded 
by Captain Popham , Captain Solomon 
Earle succeeded Captain Popham, and 
commanded it during the greater part of 
the war. Major Maitland then com- 
manded, and returned with it to Bengal 

Second 'Battalion — This Battalion was 
raised at Cawnpore in the jear 1778, by 
Captain Charles Bowles, whose name it 
still bears It was oidercd to the Presi- 
dency in 1780, and early {he following 
jear was formed into a regiment, and 
numbered the 25lli , after w Inch it marched 
to the coast under the late Colonel Pearse, 
where it acquitted itself witli much credit 
during that arduous contest with Ilydcr 
Allj, and after his death witli his son 
Tippoo Sultan 

In the beginning of 1785, it returned 
to Bengal, where it remained until 1798, 
when it was placed in the 2d Regiment 
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Tlie 28Jft, -which was divided between 
the two before-mentioned battalions, 'was 
one of those formed for the service of the 
Vizier in 1776; and being first com- 
manded by Captain John Landeg, it re- 
tained his name. It served in the Ma- 
haratta conntry under the late Colonel 
Muir in' 1781-2; after which it returned 
within the provinces. In 1790, it was 
one of those ordered to the coast under 
the command of the late Colonel Cocke- 
rell, where it served during the whole of 
that war, and in 1793 returned to Bengal. 

On its marching to Madras, it was com- 
manded by Captain Scriingeour, who died 
at Bangalore in 1791, and was succeeded 
by Captain Thomas IVelsh. 
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march towards Bombay, was commanded 
by Captain Popham ; Captain Solomon 
Earle succeeded Captain Popham, and 
commanded it during the greater part of 
the war. Major Maitland then com- 
manded, and returned with it to Bengal. 

Seco7id Battalion. — ^This Battalion was 
raised at Cai\ npore in the year 1778, by 
Captaia Charles Bowles, whose name it 
still bears. It was ordered to. the Presi- 
dency ‘in 1780, and early fhe following 
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numbered the ,25th; after which it marched 
to the coast, under the late Colonel Pcarse, 
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during that arduous contest > with Hyder 
Ally, and after his death with his son 
Tippoo Sultan. 

In the beginning of 1785, it returned 
to Bengal, where it remained until 1196^ 
when it was placed in the 2d Regiment. 
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Tlio 28rt, which was divided between 
the two before-mentioned battalions, was 
one of those formed for tile serviee of the 
Tizier in 1776; and being first com- 
manded by Captain John Landeg, it re- 
tained Ins name. It served in the Ma- 
haratta country under the late Colonel 
Muir in 1781-2 ; after which it returned 
within the provinces. In 1790, it was 
one of those ordered to the coast under 
the command of the late Colonel Cocke- 
rell, where it served during the whole of 
that war, and in 1793 returned to Bengal. 

On its marcbtng to Madras, it was com- 
manded by Captain Scrimgeour, who died 
at Bangalore in 1791, and was succeeded 
by Captain Thomas "Welsh. 
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' ' THIRD REGIMENT 
•was formed from tbe 3d, 22d, and 
Battalions. ( 

First Battalion , — ^This is an old corps, 
and one of those formed in the early part 
of the service ; but when, or by whom, the 
■\\Titer cannot now recollect. In 1764 it 
was commanded by Captain Campbell, 
and, agreeably to his rank, became the 
Pourtli in number. In 1765 it was posted 
to the first brigade, and marched to 
Monghyr. In 1767, being then .com- 
manded by Captain Clotwortby Gowan, 
(whose name it still retains,) it was or- 
dered to the Northern Sircars under the 
late Lieutenant Colonel "William Smithy 
where it remained until 1769, when it re- 
turned to Bengal. 

In 1775, on General Clavering’s regula- 
tion being put in force, it became the 
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Tlutd in number ; and when tlie first 
brigade of Sepoys vras ordered to Bombay 
in 1778 under General Goddard, tliis was 
tbe only battalion of tliat brigade which 
was not ordered on that service; it was 
then commanded by Cajrtain Allan Afac- 
pherson, and was on duty in Cliuoar. 
The beginning of 1781 it was formed into 
a regiment, and became the First in num- 
ber ; but on the return of the battalions 
from thS west of India, it was again 
pushed bach to its present standing. 

In 1790 it was ordered to the coast, and 
was then commanded by the late Captain 
Sir Patrick Balfour; it served there 
dunng the whole of the war against Tip- 
poo Saheb, and returned to Bengal in 
1793. In 179d it was formed into this 
regiment. 

Second Bafta/ion.—This corps is one of 
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tlic battalions formed for the Viricr, by 
Hrittsl) officers, in 17/0, and ^ras aflcr- 
vnrds taken into the Company’s 5cr\ ice. 
It as considered as nn excellent battalion, 
nlthough it had no opportunity of distin- 
guishing itself. It ^>as first commanded 
by Captain Young, wliosc name it still 
bears. 

The Terenty’SevcnIh J3o//a//o«— nhich 
completed this regiment, was nnotlicr of 
the Vizier’s corps. It was called the KnlHo 
Battalion, and stands nearly in the same 
situation, ^>ith respect to sen ice, as the 
foregoing. 


rOURTH REGIMENT 

was formed from the 4th, Slst, and S7th 
Battalions. 

Tint This corps was raised 
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in or about tbe year 1759, but by whom 
the writer cannot recollect, nor does lio 
remember who cohmianded it in 1764, 
when it became the 3?iftb in number. In 
1765, it was under the command of a 
Captain M'Pherson, who died the same 
year, and was succeeded by Captain 
liTiichcott, who quitted it at the general 
resignation in May, 1766. In 1768, Cap- 
tain James Crawford, senior, got the 
command of it, and it now bears his name. 
By General Clavering’s orders, in 1776, 
it became the Fourth in number. It con- 
tinued with its brigade all the following 
years until 1778, when it was ordered to 
Bombay, with five other battalions ; and 
a few days after its march from Culpee, 
on the other side of the Jumna, it lost its 
Captain, who was a very great favourite 
of the corps. It continued on that service 
during the whole of the war, 'and acquired 



the clmractcr of a steady and excellent 
battalion.* It returned to llcngal in 
1784, and \ras not afterwards actixely 
employed until it was incorporated in this 
regiment in 1796. 

Second Ufl/tfl/ion.— This corps was formed 
as Light Infantry, by Captain James 
Craxx’ford, jim. in 1778, and intended for 
thedut} ofUanigur,whcrcitrcmaincd until 
the year 1786, txhcii, as an Independent 
Corps, it was ordered to be reduced, and 
had actually marched towards Dinapore 
for that purpose; but before it reached 
the cantonments, orderc for the new estab- 
lishment arrived from Luropc, and then 
it was brought into the line as the 31st 
battalion. It still bears the name of its 

• After Captain Crawford’s death, ihe Senior Lieute- 
nant, Archdeacon, continued in the comniand of this batta- 
lion, (which \\ as considered the finest corps on that service,) 
until AIsjorJ)aiies «aj 3ppon]t<.<r*{o it, from Jfcijgal. 
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first Captain, and is, by n-ay of distinction, 
called the “ Cboota ( or 2d) Cran ford.” 

The Tliirty-snenth Ballalion.—Slih bat- 
taiion was jviat formed by Captain Lndo- 
rvick Grant, to supply the place of the 
loth, nhich liad been reduced at Midnn- 
pore for mutiny. 


rilTH REGIMENT 

was formed from the 5lh, 23d, and S5th 
Battalions. 

- Tint Baitalion . — This corps was raised 
in Calcutta in 1763, by Captain Gilbcit 
Ironside, whose name it still retains. In 
1764 , it became the Tenth in number, 
according to the rank of its Captain ; and 
the latter end of the same year joined the 
grand army at Benares, then commanded 
by Major Munro.“ In 1765, it was posted 
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the character of a stead}’ and excellent 
battalion.* It relumed to llcngal in 
1784, and Avas not 'afterwards actnely 
employed until it\\as incorporated in this 
regiment in 1796. 

Secojul Battalion — This corjis was formed 
as Light Infantry, by Captain James 
Crairford, jun. in 1778, and intended ibr 
the duty of Uamgur, u here it remained until 
the year 1780, when, as an Independent 
Corps, it was ordered to be reduced, and 
had actually marched towards Dinapore 
for that purpose; but before it reached 
the cantonments, orders for the new estab- 
lishment arrived from Lurope, and then 
it was brought into the line as the 31 st 
battalion. It still bears the name of its 


* After Captain Crawrord’s death, the Senior Lieute- 
nant, Archdeacon, continued in the command of this batta- 
lion, (whicli \\ as considered the finest corps on that sen ice,) 
until Major Daw es s\as appointcd'to it, from Dengal 
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first Captain, and is, by way of distinction, 
called tlie “ Cliootn ( or 2d) Crarvford.” 

T/ie Thirly-smnlli Baltalian.—Tbis bat- 
talion was just formed by Captain Ludo- 
wick Grant, to supply the place of the 
loth, which had been reduced at Midna- 
pore for mutiny. 


FIFTH REGIMENT 

was formed from the 5th, 23d, and S5th 
Battalions, 

Ttrst ’Battalion. — This corps was raised 
in Calcutta in 1763, by Captain Gilbert 
Ironside, whose name it still retains. la^ 
1764, it became the Tenth in number, 
according to the rank of its Captain ; and 
the latter end of the same year joined the 
grand army at Benares, then commanded 
by Major Munro.* In 1765, it was posted 



to the First Brigade, and rcinircd itU it 
to Mongh^r In 17C7j Captain Bt\an, 
who Ind been appointed a Major of Bri- 
gade bj Ijord Cii\c, for Ins good conduct 
at Bu\ar, got the command of it, which 
he kept for inanj jears In 177"^* it was 
ordered to join the Second Brigade, then 
on its march into Rohilcund, and was 
present at tlic action with the Bohillas, 
which took place the 23d ^Ipril, near the 
village of Tessunah, but the oflicers and 
soldiers call it the battle of St George 
In this action it acquitted itself w ith much 
gallantrj, as indeed did the whole of the 
brigade with which it acted 
J In 1775 , It became the Fifth in number, 
in consequence of General Cla>cnng’s 
plan , and 111 1778, marched to the west 
of India, under the command of Captain 
Gougli, who fell at the head of it at the 
storm of Amadabad, llic 15th of Febru- 



or 

ary, 1780. ' It served tlie whole of that 

war with distinction. Captain 

succeeded Captain Gough for awhile, after 
which Captain Robert (now Maj. Gen. 
Sir Robert)' Blair was appointed to com- 
mand this corps; then Major Harding, 
and Captain John Rgttray, returned in 
command of it to Bengal, in 1784-, where 
it was stationed until 1796, when it formed 
a part of this regiment. 

Second Battalion . — This was one of the 
battalions formed for the service of the 
Vizier in 1?T6, and afterwards taken into 
the service of the Company. The writer 
does not think it was actively employed 
until it became attached to the 5th Regi- 
ment. It was first commanded by Captain 
Baillio, and retains that name. 

The Thirtij-fifth, which completed the 
two battalions before-mentioned, was one 
of the Charrie Yari Battalions, formed from 
old corps in 1786. 
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SIXTH REGIMENT 
was formed from the 6tli, 20th, and SCth 
battalions. 

1st Battalion . — This is an old corps, and 
was raised about the jcar 1750; but how 
it was employed until the year 17^3, the 
writer does not now recollect. 

It was early in tl»c held under Major 
Adams on the commencement of the war 
with Cossim Ally, being then commanded 
by Captain Swinton, who lost an arm 
some time before, but where the writer 
does not now remember. It goes by his 
name. 

The conduct of this corps was highly 
spoken of during the whole of the war. 

In April, 17^4, it became the Thir- 
teenth in number, and the following year 
iras posted to the first brigade. It was 
one of the battalions sent to the Northern 
Sircars, in I 767 , with Lieutenant Co- 
lonel William Smith, where it remained 
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until the latter end of 1709- AVhen Ge- 
neral Cla% cring’s regulations u ere put in 
force, it btcarne theSix-th in number. In 
1778 It uas ordered to Bombai’, being 
then commanded by Captain George 
AVaugh, and on crossing the Jumna at 
Culpec, it a as one of the battalions which 
were ordered to attack the lines thrown 
up there by the Maharattas, which they 
carried at the point of the bayonet. Major 
(afterwards General) rullarton commanded 
the tw'o battalions sent on that d uty. Major 
Sinclair succeeded Captain AYaugh in the 
command of this corps whilst on service 
under General Goddard. After him 
Captain Coleridge commanded, and re- 
turned with it to Bengal. 

This battalion distinguished itself dur- 
ing the whole of those campaigns m com- 
mon with the otlier corps on that long 
and arduous service. 

H 2 
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It rcturncd to Bengal in 1784, where it 
remained until. 1794, when it w.^s again 
put in motion against the llohillas, and 
was present in the unfortunate action 
wliich took place on the 26th of October, 
but being in the centre of the line its lo^ 
was very trifling. It was then com- 
manded by Captain P. Douglas, who held 
it until it came into the present regiment. 

Second Bn//a//on.— This corps was one 
of the battalions formed for the Vizier, by 
British officers, in 1776: and was after- 
wards incorporated, in the service of the 
Company,, and joined the temporary 
brigade. Its denomination was that of 
the Raje Battalion, which it still retains. 
It was .in the battle of Bcetoorah in Ro- 
hilcund, on the 26th October, I794 ; but 
baying been in the centre of the fine did 
not sustain a single casualty. 
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The 56th Battalion, 'ivliich, with the 
other two,- completed this regiment, was 
one of the Charric Yari corps formed in 
1786. In 179i it formed part of the 
army in Rohilcund with Sir Robert 
Abercrombie; and in the action of the 
26th October, being in the centre of the 
line, its loss was very trifling.* 


SEVENTH REGIMENT 

was composed of the 7th, l6tb, and 24lh 
battalions. 

First Battalion . — -This corps was raised 
atMooshedabad early in 1764, by Captain 
Thomas Goddard, whose distinguished 
name it still bears.; and before it received 


- * tVliclher Itis tattatioo %«13 in llial action, or left in 
charge of the cantonments of Cawnpoor, seems doubtfiil. 
It in the action, there must have been eleven Native bst- 
talions in the field. 
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its arms it ivas oulcrccl to join llic army 
in the ficltl. In Apni, l7C-i» tlie Marines 
lia\jng arrived at Moorslicdabad on their 
march to Patna, this battalion v'as di- 
rected to accompany tlicm. ' 

In u ben the rank of the sc\cral 

battalions ^vas fixed, it became the 17th 
in number, and the /bhowiiig year iras 
attiiched to the first brigade, n*ith winch 
it proceeded to Monghyr. In 1772, -it 
was employed with the rest of the brigade 
to drive the hlaharattas from Rohilcnnd, 
whicli they effected, and then returned to 
cantonments. 

In 1775, on General Clavering’s regu- 
lations taking cficct, this battalion, being 
the youngest in the fiist brigade, became 
the Seventh in number. 

In 1778, at accompanied its old captain 
(then liieutenantColoncl Goddard) to the 
west of India, and at Culpce was one of 
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the battalions svhich attacked the Maha- 
ratta intrcnchment vindcr the coimnand 
of Major Fullarton. 

During the greater part of that war it 
was commanded by Captain D. Lucas, 
and it amply did its duty upon every oc- 
casion on which it was employed, and 
returned to Bengal with the other batta- 
lions in 1784. It was again in motion in 
the year 1790, being ordered to the coast 
under Colonel Cockerell. It was then, 
commanded by Captain John Rattray, 
with whose conduct Lord Cornwallis was 
highly pleased during those three arduous 
campaigns. In 1793, it returned to its 
brigade, and three years afterwards was 
incorporated into the Seventh Regiment. 

Second Battalion . — ^This is an old and 
distinguished corps, and m the early part 
of the service, there was scarcely an action 
u 4 
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(then Lieutenant Colonel Goddard) to the 
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103 


tlio battalions wbich attacked tbe Maba- 
ratta intrenchnient nnder tbe command 
of Major FuUavton. 

During the greater part of that war it 
was commanded by Captain D. Lucas, 
and it amply did its duty upon every oc- 
casion on which it was employed, and 
leturned to Bengal with the other batta- 
lions in 1784. It was again in motion in 
the year 1790, being ordered to the coast 
under Colonel Cockerell. It was then 
commanded by Captain John Rattray, 
with whose conduct Lord Cornwallis was 
highly pleased during those three arduous 
campaigns. In 1793, it returned to its 
brigade, and three years afterwards was 
incorporated into the Seventh Regiment. 

Second Baftoiion,— This is an old and 
distinguished corps, and in the early part 
of the service, there was scarcely an action 
u 4 
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of an} note an •winch it was not cn- 
gaged. 

Prior to the jear 17(J3, the writer has 
not been alilc to recollect the names of 
Its commanders, but in that jear it was 
commanded b} Captain Tre\ anion It 
served witli great credit the whole cam- 
paign under Major Adams, and when 
that officer left the army at Sant, this bat- 
talion shewed somc^sjmploms of insub- 
ordination with the other troops, but were 
soon quieted bj Captain Tiov anion, who 
was much beloved bj his men * It ac- 
companied jNIajor Carnac to J3u\ar, and 
afterwards to P«atna, where its behaviour 
in the action which took place on the Sd 
of Maj, 1764 , was highly luentorious 

* His tnemor), m connexion wth ibat of tl e corps, and 
his conciliatory conduct in the command of it, nas long 
cherished by the Is ative soldiery, under the appellation of 
Teerbsnies Battalion — the Indian pronunciation of Tre« 
Tanion 
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About tliis time it became tlic Sixth in 
number, according to the / rank of its 
Captain. 

On the retreat of Sujah' Dorvla from 
Patna, it was one of the corps ordered to 
clear the Choprah district, under the com- 
mand of Major Champion, which having 
effected, it cantoned near tlie town of 
Choprah on the setting in of tlie rains', 
■which were very violent that year. In the 
month of September, on hearing that the 
battalion at Manjic had mutinied, and 
quitted their station, this battalion, uitli 
the Marines, were ordered after tliem, as 
has been already mentioned. 

In October, 1764, this battalion and 
the Mathews accompanied the Marines 
until tliey joined the Grand Army near 
Arrah, on the lOtli of that month. At the 
battle of Buxar it was in the fiont line, 
wlieicits conduct wasas usual. After the 
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action, Captain Trcvanion left the batta- 
lion, being ordered to Calcutta by tlic 
Governor and Council; and here the 
writer liopcs be will be excused in telling 
the following anecdote regarding him. 
On his ^\ay down he spent a day with 
bis old friend, Captain John White, who 
then commanded at Mongbyr, and after 
dinner they took a walk to the Hill in the 
Port, on which the great bouse nowstands, 
and from which there is a most beautiful 
prospect. He said to his friend, in a joke, 
** that when he died, he should like to be 
buried there." Having settled his business 
with the Honourable Board, he was on 
his way back to the field ; but being taken 
ill, he died the -very day he arri\ed at 
Monghyr Ghaut, which was the 25th of 
December, 1764; when Captain White, 
recollecting the spot he stood on at the 
tipife he expressed the wish before-men- 
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tioned, ordered a grave to be prepared for 
liim, where his bones now lie, under a 
plain stone, witlioul an inscription, in front 
of the great house. ' 

• The command of the battalion was then 
given to Captain Duffield, who gave an 
entertainment to the Native officers and 
Sepoys on joining it, since which it has 
gone by his name. In 1765, it was posted 
to the Third Brigade, which at that time 
was composed of some of the finest corps, 
both European and Native, then in the 
service ; but this was considered as a pat- 
tern battalion, ne.vt to tlic European regi- 
ment, with which Sir Robert Barker took 
a great deal of pains. 

In I7G8, that excellent officer. Captain 
John Jones, got the command of it; the 
brigade being then at Allahabad, from 
whence 'll marched to Uinapore the latter 
end of ibe following year, where it re- 



inaincd until January, 1771> when the 
whole brigade moved up to the Carum- 
nassa, to be in readiness to take the field, 
in case the Maharattas entered the pro- 
vince of Allahabad, which was then appre- 
hended ; but they dropped the design. 
The brigade then marched to Buxar, 
where the Europeans embarked and drop-* 
ped down to Monghyr, and were joined 
there by the Sepoys, wl)o moved down 
by land. Here the brigade remained un- 
til February, 1772, when an invasion by 
the French was supposed to be in agita- 
tion, in consequence of some misunder- 
standing with the Court of Spain, regard- 
ing Falkland’s Island. It was therefore 
ordered immediately to the Presidency, 
and on its ainval at Cowgatchy, opposite 
to Ghjretty, was directed to encamp; 
where it was shortly after joined by the 
Seqpnd Bnaade. from Fort William. 
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In June, the brigades separated, the 
Second for Bcrhamporc and Monghyr, 
and the Third for the Presidency. In tlie 
latter end of the same year, the Bootias, 
or inhabitants of Bootan, having overrun 
the pros ince of Cooss Behar, this battalion 
was.ordored out to clear it; and a hard 
and'seyere service it had of it. In April, 
1773, at the storm of Dclamcotta, one of 
the strongest forts in that district, a de- 
tachment of the battalion gained great 
honour. In advancing to the breach, 
where the Bootias were ready to receive 
them, the colour-man was killed, when 
the standard fell, and the men seemed to 
recoil ; which being perceived by the late 
Mr. Harvey, then a Lieutenant in the 
battalion, he took it up and advanced to 
the breach, followed by his men, who were 
soon masters of the place. 

In May, 1773, it had the misfortund to 
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lose its Captain, who was succeeded by 
Captain Skinner, but he also died in De- 
cember the same year,* when Captain 
Gravely was appointed to the command 
of it; about which time it returned to its 
brigade, then at Berhampore. 

In 1775, it became the Pifteentli in 
number, in consequence of General Cla- 
Tering’s arrangement. Shortly after, it 
accompanied the brigade to Binapore, 
and afterwards to Belgram, in the province 
of Glide, where the whole cantoned in one 
line ; the European regiment in tlie cen- 
tre, with the Park of Artillery on its right, 
and thiee battalions of Sepoys on each 
flank. In 1776, the Vizicris troops were 
thrown into a state bordering on mutiny, 
in consequence of the appointment of 


* Both those excellent oRicers fell victims to Uie ui>- 
hcaltli; climate of Coosa Bebar. 
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British officers to commancl tlicm, and 
many of the chiefs refused to obey orders 
from court on that head. Amongst tlic 
rest; a man of considerable rank, named 
hlahboob-Khan, who rented the province 
of Korah, was one of the foreftiost. He 
. had . the command of a large body of 
Nejeebs, or Matchlocks, with a good park 
of artillery, and it was thought right to 
liave a watchful ej-e over him. Colonel 
Parker was therefore detached with this, 
and the Sixteenth Battalion, commanded 
by Captain (now Lieutenant-General) 
William Jones, with four guns, in the 
month of May, to the city of Korah, near 
which it, .encamped, with directions to 
watch the motions of Mahboob, and if 
possible get hold of his guns. 

In the beginning of June, the Colonel 
learnt that hlahboob's whole force, con- 
sisting of seven battalions of Nejeebs, 
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■wilJi nineteen pieces of cannon, "were 
^vithin a few miles of him. He therefore 
marched towards them that night, and at 
day-break the next morning, saw them 
drawn up in front of him, about a mile in 
distance ; *their guns in the centre, with 
four battalions on the right, and three on 
the left of the park ; their line bending in,' 
so as nearly to' 'form a half-moon. The 
Colonel immediately put his two battalions 
in order, and marched forward in a 
column by subdivisions from the right. 
Mahboob vias not present; but the next in 
command, not suspecting the Colonel’s 
intention to attack him, fired a salute of 
nineteen guns; which, however, Colonel 
Parker took no notice of, but marched on 
until he came within fifty or sixty paces 
of them, when he beat to arms, and the 
divisions doubled up on the left, and 
formed a line in front of them. Tlie 
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^vhole having been loaded as soon as they 
saw Mabboob’s troops, were prepared for 
tberaeeting. The Coloneladvanccd into tbe 
centre, between tbe two lines, and called for 
tbe commanding officer, wbo moved for- 
ward to meet him, desiring to know bis 
commands. Tbe Colonel told bim be must 
have bis guns, which the other said he could 
not surrender without consulting the com- 
mander of the artillery, who being called 
for, declared, *' that he had lived a man of 
honour formoretbanforty years, and tbatbe 
would not now disgrace himself by giving 
up what had been entrusted to bis charge." 
The Colonel gave him half an hour to con- 
sider It, and if the/ did not surrender them 
in that time, he would take them by force, 
lie immediately pulled out his watch, 
which he hold in his hand ; and both sides 
stood ready for the contest. At the ex- 
piration of the half hour, he very delibe- 


I 
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lately ordered his orderly drummer to 
beat the .general, which was the signal to 
begin the action; when a salute of round 
and grape was thrown in, and the batta- 
lions gave their'firc by subdivisions, with 
as much' regularity as if - it had been a 
field day. - The.Nejeebs were not idle: 
they returned a close lire, .which did; o 
good deal of execution; but before they 
had time to load again, the Colonel /or- 
dered the battalions to nish on the enemy 
with their bayonets^ which decided the 
fate of the day, as they-fled in every direc- 
tion, - leaving' ^ their, guns behind them, 
which the Colonel* carried back in triumph 
to Korah;.and this .battalion has over 

• ThJj gallant ofBcer lost lib life svliilst serving will* 
Goddard’s delachoietit, m the retreat from tlie ^.laharatta 
countiy, on die C5d 1781. ..lie co\cml the rear 

of Uic army dovn tJic Ghauts, and being mounted on a 
^^lutecba^gcr, became a mark for Uie enemy, one'oft^liom 
shot liim through the body. ‘ 



since worn "a cannon as a device on tlicir 
turbans, . ' ” 

Lieutenant John Erskinc, who acted as 
interpreter to Colonel Parker, was killed, 
and Captain Gratcly bad bis leg broke, 
of which wound he died a few months 
after. The Colonel had then orders to 
return to Belgram. 

During the war with the Maharattas 
and Hyder Ally, this battalion was not 
actively employed, nor was it any way 
engaged in sen ice until after the second 
war withTippoo in 1793, when it was sent 
to Assam, under Captain Thomas "Welsh, 
against one of the chiefs of that country, 
who had raised disturbances on the fron- 
tier of Rungpore; and after that service 
was effected, it rejoined its brigade. 
In 1796, it became attached to this re- 
giment. ’ 



' The Tu^enty-fdurth Battalion — which was 
included in the otbei two to complete this 
regiment, was raised at Cawnpore in the 
year 1778, by Captain Kilpatrick, whose 
name it bore whilst a battalion. In 1781> 
it was formed into a regiment, and or- 
dered to the c6ast; where in every action 
it distinguished itself, much to the satis- 
faction of the late Sir Eyre Coote. ' In 
June, 1783, the twenty-fourth legiment, 
being then in the hoes before Cuddalore, 
the French European regiments made a 
sally, when this corps nobly received them' 
oh the points of their bayonets, and re- 
pulsed them, at which time, Captain 
James Williamson, and Lieutenant Och- 
tcrlony,* werewounded at their head. 

It returned to Bengal in January,^17S5t 

• Now Major Gea«ral SirSavtd Ochterlony, Baronet,, 
and K C. B. nbo bas been recently distinguisticd m tbe 
Ncpaul war of 1814 and 1815. 
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and has not, the writer thinhs, been since 
on active service, until it joined tlie 7th 
Heriment. 

= ! I ‘ ( 


' t 

I ' • 

EIGHTH REGIMENT 

f I 

■was composed of the 8th, 30th, and 33d 
battalions. 

First Sattalion. — This corps was raised at 
Banhypore in the year 1761, by Captain 
(late Lieutenant General) Giles Stibbert, 
and was intended for the duty ^ of the 
Patna factory. ^ ^ 

After the defeat of the Shah Zadah by 
Major Camac, the beginning of 1761, the 
army , returned to Patna, where Colonel 
Coote, who had just arrived from Madras, 
took the command of it; but he •getting 
into a dispute with the Nabob Cossim 
IS 
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AH^, was then with the army, ^ re- 
garding Rajah Ramnarain, the collector 
of Patna, the colonel was recalled in June 
that year, when Major Carnac again suc- 
ceeded to the command He was then 
directed to leave a detachment for the 
protection Of Patna, and to return to 
Calcutta with the rest of the troops He 
therefore ordered this battalion ^nth two 
companies of Europeans, winch he thought 
sufficient for that duty However Mr 
Macguire, then chief of Patna, differed 
with respect to the strength of the partj, 
which he thought, at Jeast, ought to be 
doubled Both parties wrote to Calcutta, 
and the Boaid decided in favour of Mr 
IMacguire In consequence of tins the 
Major iras desired to leave four compa- 
nies of European infantry, with one com- 
pany of artillery, and three battalions of 
Sepojs, which were those of Captains 
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Turner, Tabby, and TVilson, -with a proper 
complement of guns. 

As tills Tvas tbc unfortunate detach- 
ment on which that monster Cossim Ally 
WTeahcd his vengeance after ho heard 
that tho Council had restored Mcer Jaf- 
fier to the musnud, it is to bo hoped that 
an account of it will not be unacceptable, 
just as the writer had it from an intelli- 
gent serjeant, who fortunately escaped 
that inhumali massacre. . 

Shortly after Major Carnao left Patna 
with the test of the army, Mr. Maeguire 
quitted the cliiefship, and Mr. Ellis was 
nominated in his room. 

At the same time Captain Carstairs, 
one of the officers who had resigned in 
1758, and had then returned from Europe, 
restored to the service, was appointed 
to the command of the detachment. i In 
those days the civihservants had the sole 
I 4, 
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controul of the militarj.' They gave our 
the parole, and all orders from the Coun- 
cil passed'throngh them. i 

Mr. Ellis appears to liave been a man' 
of a very ■\varrri' temper, and had, unfor- 
tunately for himself and those ’under his* 
command,* conceived the - greatest dislike 
toithe Nabob Cossim Ally.'* The latter 
end of 1762,' and a’great part ofj the year 
1763, ‘;vas passed by the Board in-ncgo- 
ciating with the Nabob, and' for the- ad- 
justment of some ‘differences which • had 
arisen between the agents of private gen- 
tlemen, and the officers -of government, 
regarding trade. •' . 

‘ At this time,' although Patna was ^r- 
risoned by the troops of Cossim Ally,’- yet 
the hospital for the accommodation of-thc 
sick Europeans, was in the Chaleesssatoon, 
and Dr. Fiillarton, who had charge ‘of 
them, was. allowed td^rcside in the city. 
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The European soldiers liad also the pri- 
vilege of visiting- their sick friends, when- 
ever they could procure a pass from their 
officers. 

In this state of things, Mr. Ellis, from 
what motive is not known, came to the 
■unaccountable resolution of attacking the 
city of Patna; On consulting with Cap- 
tain Carstairs, it was determined to make 
the assault a little before day-break on 
the 6th of June, 1763. Accordingly, at 
three o'clock in the morning the detach- 
ment paraded at the house of Mr. Ellis, 
at Baukypore, and from thence they pro- 
ceeded to Patna, accompanied by Mr. 
Ellis and all the civil servants then at the 
factory.' The attack -was made on the 
north-west angle, nearly opposite the old 
factory, where a -few Europeans and Se- 
poys ascended the wall by ladders, and 
immediately pushed down, opened the 
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The situation of Mr. Ellis, with all the 
detachment in the Factory, became alarm-, 
ing. They were surrounded by enemies, 
and had no hopes of succour from any^ 
quarter, as the navigation of the river was 
entirely in the hands of the Nabob as lo^v 
as the river Hoogly. In the mean time 
the killadar had mounted guns ,on the 
bastion which commanded* the Factory, 
and played upon them so smartly that it 
was* dangerous to appear at any of the 
^vindows. However, a few light guns 
were hoisted up to the upper story, from 
which the fire was returned, but with little 
effect, j In this state tilings remained for 
four days, when it was determined to cross ^ 
the river, and by forced marches try*^ to 
reach the dominions of Sujah Dowla, who 
being then on good terms with the Com- 
pany, they were in hopes of obtaining his 
protection. Boats being collected, the 
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■wliole- crossed 'quietly in the night,' and 
th'e'nekfmoming'took'up their line of 
march by ‘the way of Choprah; but’ the 
whole country being against them, they 
found it diffieult even to' procure provi- 
sions;/ However' they fought their waj' • 
until they reached Mahjee, where the 
troops ' of the Nabob ''siiirdunded them. 
The rains had before this set in With great 
violencei and’ almost the whole country 
was under' water, '• ' They nevertheless 
drew up once more to face the enemy, 
although their 1 ammunition was nearly 
expended. The 'Europeans upon' a high 
spot in' the centre, with Turner’s batta- 
lion dij the right, Tabby’s bn the left, and 
IVilsbii’s in the reafh 'The erienly began 
the 'attack,' but Turner's battalion ail- 
yaucing •\3pbh"them'’Avitli‘fise'd bayonets 
drove them back; "and had they been 
supported, it ^vas thought the detachment 
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might have extricated itself, and stood its 
ground for a day or twodonger, but the 
Europeans, ivom out witli fatigue and 
want of nourishment, Tefused to charge, 
and in consequence the whole laid down 
their arms, and surrendered ^prisoners of 
war. i 

Thus was a body ofneaily three thousand 
fine fellows lost to the service, and tlid 
Honourable Company involved in a or 
at a most unseasonable time, by the rash- 
ness and impolicy of one man 
The whole being sent to Patna, most of 
the Sepoys entered into the Nabob's ser- 
Mce, and the remainder were dismissed* 
A number of the foreigners also took scr- 
Mce with Cossim AII3, hut the rest of the 
Europeans were kept in prison until the 
Nabob heard that the Board had rein- 
stated Mccr Jaffier on tlic musnud, and 
then he came to the resolution of putting 
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tliem to death! ' '.-It isiBaid .that' some of 
his ofiScers refused to execute those, cruel 
orders, iiintil Somro6,a foreigner, who had 
deserted tfrom the Companyls service, un- 
dertook the .bloody deed. . ..1 : 1- 11 • 

i 'All the, gentlemen, of. the civil service, 
with the officers and men in confinement,- 
wereislaughtered ; and iti is, reported that 
most of them;sold their, lives very dearly. 
Captain Carstairs*. died,- as was supposed, 
of. a broken ' heart,- before • the - prisoners 
reached 'Patna, and. -was buried at Hadji-; 
pore, where a monument is erected to his 
memory.’, -Doctor Fullarton, . who had 
some friends at Coiirt, had his life spared ; 
and four British' seijeants escaped. 

I. These men'were selected from the other 
prisoners, and sent to, the Nabob of-Pur- 

* Tie was an Ensign in 1750, and wonnded in tte de- 
renceof old EortWilliasn, bntgol on tjoard.one of llie 
sliips in tha riser, and Iry that nr'eans escaped the Black 
Hdle.- ' ■' -. ■> ; 
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nea, (as he was -then called,) and placed 
under his charge. i ' . . ' . - - 

' "When Cossim Ally had determined up- 
on the destruction of the prisoners, he sent 
orders to Purnea for these men to be put to 
death. The Nabob, who happened to be 
a humane, good man, and being highly 
pleased with the. conduct of the serjeants 
whilst with him, declined putting the or- 
ders in execution.' He, however, wrote 
to Cossim Ally, entreating that he would 
recal his mandate, because he feared, if 
he was still determined upon it, ,it would 
be a difficult matter (as the men were be- 
loved by all his people) to find one that 
would undertake the task. Cossim Ally» 
on the receipt of the letter, flew into a 
violent rage, and directed another order 
to be sent to the Nabob, in which he told 
him, that if he had not spirit himself to 
put his commands in force against those 
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feUWcss" aod.treaclicrousTiDgVislinien, to. 
send rtiem immediately to Patna; wlicre 
ample justice -.should' be. done, for the 
crimes they had committed. ■ 

On this letter being delivered ’ to the 
Nabob, he sent for the Serjeants, and with 
tears, in- his eyes, informed them of 'the 
severe order ho liad-received, and'.of.tlie 
steps ho had taken to preserve their lives ; 
that he must how send- them to -Patnai 
Where he hoped ■ by the time they got 
there, the rage of Cossim Ally might be 
cooled, and that they might probably es- 
cape . death.' They were accordingly em- 
barked’on a Pattella boat, in charge of a 
jemadav and twelve • botkendosses, ■ and 
dropped down a small stream called , the 
old,- or liltle Coosy; which falls into the 
Ganges a little below Bissunpore Gola, 
and nearly opposite to Sickra Gully. ' 

- Jlcre the seijeants had determined to 
£ 
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have a clitince' for their lives.- j- As soori ixi 
the boat had reached the: Gangei,- and. 
hoisted sails for Patha,- it being th6 height- 
of the rains, tWo of them went up' on the 
chopper, or roof, and sa^vthe jfeni'a’darand 
three or four of his tnetr a!sleep,'\vitK tUeif 
faces, covei'ed; This they thought a' 
favourable opportunity. They gently 
seized two of their Swords which were 
near them, drew them from the scabbards’/ 
ind having ati the' sam'e lime secured the 
matchlocks, one of them ran up' to thh 
Manj’ee, (helmSnian,)seized liim' by thearm/ 
and threw him overboard:’ they then gave 
a hurra, which was the signal for the two' 
below; w'hb, in the meantime, were not 
idle. The noise waked those upon deck, 
wlib seeing the' segeants' with idrawn 
swbrds, fell- upon their knees;- and begged 
their lives/ which' were granted, pronded 
no further resistance vVas made. The jc- 
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raadar instantly called to his men below to 
surrender, which they did ; so that the 
scrjeants were in possession of the boat in 
less than ten minutes from their first going 
upon deck. The Manjee having caught 
hold of the rudder, entreated to be taken 
on board, and promised that he would 
conduct them down the riier His re- 
quest was complied with, and the moment 
he was placed in his former situation, the 
sails were hauled down, the boat put 
about, and the crew taking to the oars, 
the gallant fellows had the good fortune, 
by sunset, to meet the British array under 
Major Adams, then advanced to Udda 
Nulla * 

* As all Uiese deserving men have long since paid the 
debt of nature, the writer entreats he may be excused tn 
giving a short account of them Tlieir names were Da- 
vis, Douglas, Speedy, and another whose name he cannot 
now recollect Dans was a smart young man, and auvtue 
ofEdmhurgh He enlisted m Uic Company’s semce m 
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But to return to Captain Stibbert s bat- 
talion 

On tlic army reaching Calcutta in 1762, 

tlie jenr 1761 arid wns pojud to Captain Somtnors’s 
company, one of those left at Patna, in which he was so&n 
made a 8erj*’ant After Ins escape from Puniea, he was 
put into the grenadiers, with which he served the whole 
war Being posted to the 1st brigade, thatdivisioa of the 
army proceeded to Motighyr, where, in the jear 1766, the 
general resignation took place In this situation of things, 
Sir Robert Fletcher, who commanded the brigade, sent 
for Davis and offered him a commission , but he nobly re 
fused It, declaring, that as the ofBcers could not live upon 
their pay, which was the cause of their quitting the service, 
It was impossible he could ' He was, however, the nevt 
3 ear appointed Quarter Master to the Uiree battalions sent 
to the coast under Ziieutenanc Colonel Ififham Smith and 
on the return of that deucliment iii the year 1770, pro 
cured an ensign s commission, and died a captain in Febni 
a»y, 1788 

Douglas w as a brave soldier, and was long in the service 
of the Honourable Company to Bengal On his joining 
the army at Udda Nulla, he was placed in the FurOpean 
battalion, with which he served until the year 1760 when 

he was appointed segeant major to one of the Pnrgumiah 

hattahons, then formed forlhe Revenue dutyat Moradbaug 

Here he remained until die begimiing of the year 1773, 
when the Sanassies becomwg very troublesome in the dii 
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a detachment of two battalions of Sepoys, 
of wliich this was one, and two companies 


trict of Rungpore, Captain Timoihj Urtwardsj mIio tlicn 
commanded the battalion, was ordered out with five com- 
panies, to clear ibe province of those marauders. Having 
received bis instructions from the Chief of Ilungpore, he 
marciied in rjuest of them, and the morning after, having 
crossed one of those stnall rivers with which the northern 
dislricUahQundjhe descried the Sanasstesaboul tw o miles in 
front of him. He immediately formed Ins detachment into 
a column by subdivisions from the right, and marched on 
towards the enemy, wlio, as soon os he came near enough, 
saluted him wiili a few rockeu. When Captain Edwards 
thought himfelf wulitn a proper distance for engaging, he 
rode to the head of the column, and beat to arms, intend- 
ing that the divisions should double upon the left of tlic 
leading division at they came up; but the men mistaking 
the order*, wheeled to the left, and formed in batfalion, 
which laid their right flank open to the enemv. Seeing 
the error they had fallen into, he galloped to flie left, in 
order to draw them inlo line fronting ihe Sanassies, whilst 
Douglas exerted himself on the right for the same purpose ; 
but it was too late, for the enemy, perceiving the confusion, 
rushed in upon them with their svvotds and spears, and 
having dispatched a few, pwt the rest to flight. 

, Douglas was one of the first that fell; but the fate of 
Captain Edwards was not known : bis bat was found in 
the Nulla before-mentioned, but the body lias never been 
discovered. 

K 3 
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of Europeans, u ere sent to Jcllasorc, un- 
der the command of Major Knox, where 

'file Isaitvc Commandant and Adjutant were tnctl for 
tlieir mi«conduct in lliat unfortunate action, and were ex* 
ecuted at the mouth of a cannon but die gallant hcha 
rjour of one of the jemadars de er»cs much praise, for 
having rallied sixteen men, lie made his retreat good, ol- 
thou^ii attached on ererj aide by the Sanassiis , for which 
lie was promoted to the rani of a Subadar 

Tilts was the thinJ dctacliment which had been cut off 
by those religious plunderers , one commanded by a Cap- 
tain lliomas, tlie oUicr by Ijcutenant Kciib, who both lost 
tlicir lives upon the occasion As these parties were *11 
from the Purgunnah Battalions, it occasioned the dissolu 
tion of that establishment 

Segeant Speedy, from whom the w nler had the account 
of Captain Carstaus'b detachment, was a steady soldier, 
and a man of lung service in the field He was a native of 
Ireland, and in the beginning of what is called the Spanidi 
or ten years war, enlisted in the 22d regiment of foot, 
then commanded by Colonel lluvle. He accompanied 
his regiment to Ilaodcrr in die year 174Q, and nmaiued 
with it iho whole war, was present at the battles of 
DelUngvn, lonUnay and l^fcldt, in the latter of which 
he lost two fiiigen of hw left hand The following year, 
brin^ lie recrireil hin discharge, end immedialfJv 

after eidi'ted in die Iloitotirahle 1 j.vI Imha Company*# 
semcc He amvnl at Madras in 17in, and twing poUfd 
to the grenadier compans, was mderril to tale the field 
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they remained untilJuly, 17C3, wlicn they 
rvcrc ordered to join tlic army nuder 

uivdec Lawrence, where he aerved the whole of the 
war against the T rench, mwhich many gallant actions were 
performed by the company he belonged to In 175C his 
Company composed part of the detachment sent round to 
Bengal, under Major Kilpatrich. And here the writer 
begs lease to observe, that the Company ahose mentioned 
was the foundation of the grenadier company of the only 
Xuropcanrcgimentbelongingto ourHonourablc employers 
now in Bengal, and it affonls him the Inghest gratification 
to learn, that on a late occasion,* Uic officers and mcri 
composing it, nobly supported the character which it had 
acquired by their gallant predecessors fifty years before 
Prom the time of hw arrival m Bengal, until he was 
posted to CaptamTumers baltahon, in the year 17 G 0 , ho 
w?s prpsent jn every action which occurred during that 
period On his return from Pumca, he was posted to 
the Luiopean regiment, in which he died in the year 
1767 

The oilier Serjeant was a man of great merit for his si- 
tuation in life Shortly after he joined ihe army from 
Pumei, he was appomted Seijeant Major to Captain 
Scotland s battabon, then ordered to be raised at IMidna- 
pore, where he died tn 1765 

* At the battle of D/syt- io J^oveiubB^. j£j34* and aib- 
icquent service during the late ISIaharatta war, the Ho- 

K 4 
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!Major Adams , since ^vhich time this bat- 
talion has gone by the name of the Jella- 
sore It continued Avith the army the 
■whole war, and had a share m every ac- 
tion which took place during the contest 
In April, 1764, Captain Stibbert being 
the oldest in the service, this battalion 
became the Pirst in number. 

iAt the battle of Bu\ar it was posted on 
the right of the front line, and vrhen 
Major Munro ordered it to advance to at- 
tack in flank a battery, as has been already 
mentioned. Lieutenant James Nicol (late 
Lieutenant General) being a lieutenant in 
tlic battalion, but acting Adjutant to the 
Sepoj corps, (and as such rode in the 
suite of the Commander in Chief,) immc- 


nourable Company s Bengal Ijirppcan regiment cmincnll/ 

supported Its cliaraclcr fur gallantrj and discipline, aud 
tustaiiietUc^ senous toss^bodi in oilicernaDd men 
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dialcly dismounted, and gallantly led Ids 
battalion forward ; but be was driven back 
with considerable loss, and the corps 
thrown into great confusion : Itowevcr bo 
soon rallied bis men, and kept up with 
the front until the enemy were de- 
feated. ' 

On the formation of the brigades it was 
posted to the Second, and repaired with 
the other corps to Allahabad, where it re- 
mained until the latter end of the year 
1766, .when it was relieved by the third 
brigade. It was not afterwards employed, 
until 1774, when it was one of the batta- 
lions engaged- with the Rohillas in the 
battle of St. George, where it acnuittcd 
itself as usual. 

In 1775, when General Claveting’s re- 
gulations took place, it became the 
Eighth in number, which rank it stiil 
retains. 
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In 1796, it became the 1st battalion of 
tins re^'iment , 

i 

Second Battalion — ^This corps was raised 
at Cliunar, by Captain William Davies, 
in 1779 j and it still bears his name. 

The writer does not recollect of its ever 
being actively employed, previous to 179^ 

The Thirty-third Battalion — which was 
divided between the other two, was one 
of the Charrie Yanes formed from the old 
corps in 1786 


NINTH REGIMENT 

was formed from the 9th, SQth, and S4th 
Battalions 

Tirsi Battalion — This corps was 'raised 
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at Bordwan, about the year 1760, and 
still retains the, name of that province ; 
but being the second battalion which had 
been formed there, it is called the “ Choota, 
or Second, Burdwan/’ ' 

In 1763, it was commanded by Captain 
William Smith, and according to his rank, 
became the Eighth in number. It was 
actively employed during the whole of 
the severe campaign under Major Adams, 
as it was the following year under Majora 
Carnac and Munro, and was one of the 
eight battalions at the battle of Buxar, 
where its conduct, as upon every other 
occasion, was highly meritorious. 

In 1763, it was posted to the Second 
Brigade, and remained at Allahabad until 
, the following year, when it was relieved 
by the Third Brigade ; after which it had 
no opportnnity of distingnisbing itself 
until 177i, when it formed part of the 
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army which attacked and defeaied tlie 
Rohilla chiefs at the battip of St. George 
It was then commanded by Captain 
Tiiomas Smith. The nevt year it became 
the Ninth in number, in consequence of 
General Clavcring’s regulations 
This arrangement might, at that time, 
appear very pretty upon paper; but it 
certainly caused a good deal of uneasiness, 
and some little confusion in the armj, 
from which it did not recover for two or 
three 3 ears. In the British arm3'', when 
troops are brigaded, old and young corps 
are mixed together ; but here the rule was 
departed from, and all the old battalions 
of the Second and Third Brigades thrown 
into the back ground, and deprived of 
their rank in the line, merely for the 
sake of seeing the numbers in regular 
succession on the general return. E\cry 
corps m these two bngadcs lost their 
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standing; for although the 2lst, the 
youngest battalion in the Third Brigade, 
did not change* its number, yet it was 
superseded by the 24tl\ battalion, which 
was taken from the Purgunnah establish- 
ment, and placed in the line as number 
Pourteen. 

From that time, the writer does not re- 
collect any particular service that this 
battalion has been upon, until it came into 
this regiment in 1796. 

Second Battalion . — ^This is one of the 
battalions formed in Oude, by Britisl: 
officers, for the service of the Vizier, ir 
1776 . In 1777 , it was commanded bj 
Captain Thomas Naylor, uhose name it 
now bears. 

- It was this corps that disarmed and dis- 
persed the 15th battalion, nlien it mu- 
tinied at Midnapore in the year 1795 
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Captain John Bradley had then the com- 
mand of it. The following year it came 
into this regiment o i 

Tht Thirty‘fourth^Vi\x\c^ completed the 
two before-mentioned battalions, was one 
of the Chame Yanes, formed from old 
‘corps m 1786. 


I 1 

‘ TENTH REGIMENT 

was formed from the 10th, 14th, and 18th, 
battalions , all old corps 

j 

Ttrst Battalion — This battalion was 
raised at Midnapore, the beginning of 
1764, by Captain Scotland, whose name 
It still bears. It was then the Si'^teenth 
in number The following year it was 
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posted to the Second Brigade, and was 
ordered to Allahabad. 

In \772,itv!ascommar\dcd by Captain, 
Richard Ewens, and in November that 
year was ordered to join Captain Camac, 
in the Raragur district. The day after its 
arrival at Ramgur, Captain Camac, being 
the senior officer, ordered this battalion to ' 
be under arms in the afternoon, that ho 
might look at it. Accordingly at four 
o’clock, all the officers having dined with- 
him, they repaired to the parade, where 
the battalion was drawn up. 

The officers having taken post. Captain 
Ewens began the exercise, and had got 
about the middje of the Manual, which in 
those days' was performed six deep, when 
a Sepoy was observed to quit the ranks ; 
but it was supposed to be upon some oc- 
casion of no consequence. The exercise 
went on, and at die conclusion of the 
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Manual, the rear half-files having doubled 
up, the battalion was just going to prepare 
for the charge, when the Sepoj' who had 
been in the rear was perceived coming 
round the right Hank, with recovered arms ; 
but as it was imagined he was not ^veJl, 
and wished for his Captain's permission 
* to quit the field,’ no notice was taken of 
him. He therefore walked on until he 
came within two yards of Captain Ewens, 
when he levelled* his piece and shot him 
through the body. ‘ 

On Captain Ewens falling, the battalion 
instantly broke, and rushed forward' to 
revenge his death ; but Captain Camac, 
with great presence of mind, ordered them 
to return to their ranks, and that ample 
justice should be done. He immediately 
sent one of his officers to bring down his 
own battalion, (the S4th,) and on its arrival 
he ordered a drura-hcad General Court- 
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Martial to try the murderer, who sen- 
tenced him to be drawn asunder by tattoos. 
The horses being fastened to his limbs, 
many attempts were made to draw them 
from the body, but without effect; and 
then the Sepoys were allowed to put him 
to death, which they did with their swords. 
Captain Ewens only lived a few hours. 
His brother. Lieutenant Ewens, was at 
his post in front of the battalion, and saw 
him fall ; and it is supposed that the shook 
occasioned the insanity which shortly after 
afflicted him. He died a few years ago in 
Calcutta, then under the care of Doctor 
Dick. 

■ It seems that the fellow who committed 
the murder had been a havaldar, or Ser- 
jeant. and in. consequence of some mis- 
conduct during the march from Dinaporc, 
had been tried by a Court-Martial, and 
reduced to the ranks ; which it is sup- 

T, 
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posed induced him to take revenge on his 
Captain, The writer has not been able 
to learn of what cast lie was. 

Captain Jikerman succeeded to the 
command of the battalion, and in 1774, 
marched with it into Robilcund, where it 
was present at the battle of St George. 
The following }car it became the Tenth 
in number, in consequence of General 
Clavcrmg’s arrangement. 

In 1794, it was again in Rohdciind; 
and on tlic 2Gth October, when the 
action wiUi the Rohillas took place, it was 
the flank, battalion of the left wing, and 
as such was ordered out of the line to pro- 
tect the baggage. It w as then commanded • 
by Captain AVilliara Mackintosh. 

In 1796 , it formed a part of tins regi- 
ment. ( 


Second Batlahon.-’^Jihis corps was raised 
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at Allatiabad, by General Smltb, in order 
to complete tliE Second Brigade, in itOS; 
and having been formed in the Mahometati 
month Of IMohornin, it was denominated 
the “ Ilooseney Battalion,” which' appel- 
lation it still retains. It was then num- 
bered the Twentieth.' 

In 1774, it served the whole campaign 
in Rohilcund, and was present at the battle 
of St, George, where its behaviour was 
steady and soldier-lihe. The following 
year, on General Clavering’s plan being 
put in force, it became the Thirteenth in 
number, which in' 1783 was altered to the 
Fourteenth. During the war with the 
Maharattas and Ilydev Ally, it was not 
out of the Company’s provinces; but in 
the year 1790, was ordered to the coast,' 
then commanded by Captain Archdeacon, 
who lost bis life at the head of it, Cth 
February, 1792, under Lord Cornwallis, 
1.2 
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when he .attacked the lines of'Tippoo 
Sultan, near, the walls ot >Senngapataia. 
Lieutenant Henry, 'White,; (now i Major- 
General Sir H. White, K. C. BOjbeing the 
senior officer, immediately took the com- 
mand, and moved forward to the support 
of the Commander in Chief, then in a 
very critical situation; for vvbich good 
conduct he was allowed to continue in 
command of the corps until its return to 
Bengal in 1793, when Captain llyndmany 
who had commanded one of the Volunteer 
battalions on the same service, was placed 
at the head of it ; and the following year 
accompanied the army to Rohilcund, 
where, in the action 'which took place 
on the 26th October, ' its steadiness was 
remarkable; for on the removal of the 
10th battalion, to take charge of the bag- 
gage, it becamcr-tbe flank corps,' and 
formed an angle for the protection of that 
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iring. The Rohillas made many attempts 
to break in upon tliem, but the battalion 
presened its countenance so well, that 
they could not succeed. Two years after 
it came into this regiment, 

' , 

The Eighteenth Eattalm completed this 
regiment. ' 

It was an old and distinguished corps, 
and It is to bo lamented that it was not 
placed in' a situation uhorc it could have 
preserved its ' name. It was raised at 
Patna,"the latter end of 1765, by Captain 
James Morgan, whose name it bore .as 
long as it e\isted as a battalion, and was 
the Eleventh in number. It w as cmploj ed 
on active service almost immediately. In 
April, 1764, it joined the army under 
Major Carnac before Patna, and took its 
post in the line of entrenchment with the 
old corps. The same year it accompanied 

1.3 
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the army to liuxar, where, on its arrival 
the morning of the 22 d October, it vras 
placed m a village about a thousand yards 
in front of the encampment, to watch the 
motions of the enemy, where it remained 
until the commencement of the action 
the following day, when it was ordered 
into the line, but not however until it 
had lost upwards of one hundred men 
Its captain, (the late colonel,) James 
Morgan, was at the head of it the whole 
daj, although far from being m a good 
state of health Its lieutenant was the 
late Colonel Knudson, and its ensign the 
late Major General Erskine 

In 1765, it joined the third biigadeat 
Bankjpore, and a noble battalion it ap- 
peared to be In those days, before the 
brigades were formed, the captains com- 
manding battalions regulated the uniform 
and dress of their men Some corps were 
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faced with blue, some yellow, 5cc. accord- 
ing to the fancy of the commander ; hut 
when once fixed could not be altered 
without permission from the Honourable 
Board. AVhen the brigades were formed, 
Lord Clive fixed the uniforms himself, 
which were the three dark colours, viz. 
the first blue, the second black, and the 
third green. The latter, however, was 
changed to yellow in 1779, at the request 
of Colonel Ironside. 

When the Morgan battalion was formed, 
it had white facings, white turbans with 
red ends, and white cumberbands with a 
red cross ; and its colours were the flag of 
St. George. In 1775, by General Claver- 
ing's regulations, it became the Seven- 
teenth in number, which was changed to 
the Eighteenth in 1783. 

After it had joined the brigade, if was 

1 . 4 
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not actively cmplo 3 ed for some years 
In 178(5, l\Iajor Bolton got the command 
of it, and from that time it was considered 
as the finest battalion in the service In 
1794 , it accompanied the army into Ko- 
hilcund, and vias pitched upon by Sir 
Robert Abercrombie to form a part of 
the reserve with the European battahon 
and the thirteenth of Sepoys, which was 
posted on the nght of the line in the 
battle which was fought on the 26th of 
October, The misbehaviour of the ca- 
valry that day threw those fine corps 
into*^ confusion, and the enemy's horse 
and foot getting in aipong them at the 
same time, a dreadful slaughter was the 
consequence 

Major Bolton was unfortunately killed, 
but he sold his life nobly, for being a 
powerful man, he cut down four of the 
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enemy with his own hand , but in making 
a stroke at a fifth, his sword broke in tlio 
hilt, and he was then cut to pieces * 

In I79G, this fine battalion was incor- 
poiated with the two before-mentioned, 
although originally senior to them both 


ELEVEhlTH REGIMENT 

was formed from the llth, 19th, and 
26th Battalion. 

Imt Ratfafion— was raised at Mooshe- 
dabad in the year 1764, by the late Co- 

* This battalion under Major Bolton’s coninniid was 
considered the highest disciplined corps in the service, 
and iQ tile action in which it lost its comrtiander \* had 
nearly 200 men Villed and wounded Such was their btea 
dmess under arms, that it was observed, the killed and 
wnunded were lying in their nnks as regular as when 
drann up on parade Tot an account of ihat baUle, see 
Appendix 
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loncl Dow, (then a captain,) and it bears 
his name to tins day. It was then the 
Dightccnth in number, and as soon as it 
was formed was ordered to the army, and 
joined it at Benares about a month after 
the battle of Buxar. i f 

In 1765, it formed part of the second 
brigade, and was stationed at Allahabad, 
until relieved the following year, by the 
third brigade 

In 1774, it inarched into Rohilcund, 
and was present at the battle of St 
George, fought on the 23d April that 
year. Since which the writer does not 
recollect any active service it has been 
upon In 1775, it became the twelfth in 
number, but on the reduction of the Ma- 
thews battalion in 1783, it changed to the 
Eleventh 

In 1796 it formed part of this regi- 
ment 
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, , Second Battalion.—llns corps was raised 
at Bankypore in 1765, by Colonel Sir 
Robert Barker, in order to complete bis 
brigade, and it still goes by bis name. 

In 1766 it accompanied tbc brigade to 
Allahabad, and the following year Sir 
Robert Barker fearing that the Fort would 
be unhealthy for the Europeans, during 
the warm months, sent the regiment to a 
mango grove about two miles on the 
other side of the Jumna, where temporary 
barracks were built for them; and this 
battalion was ordered to accompany the 
regiment.* 

* Tliw seawn ^\a8 tbe most unlieallliy for Europeans 
ever remembered; and it extended to every part of the 
country . Even at Monghyr, which is considered cf^ual in 
saiubrity to any part of India, the first European regi* 
raent lost a number of officers and men. ^ But at Alla- 
Itabad tbe mortality was great. In the single momb of 
June, the 5d regiment lost seven officers and nearly forty 
privates, most of them the stoutest men in the corps, the 
artillery company lost one officer and four or five men. 
The officers viho died were Captains Fielding and Nu« 
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In 1769, tbc brigade moved down from 
Allahabad to Dinapore cantonments, then 
jifst finished for the reception of troops , 
and two years after was ordered to the 
Presidency In March, 1773, the third 

gent, Captain Lieutenant Bbct of the artillery, Lieute- 
nant Roherta, Ensigns Cleland, Momsoo, Kitcheu and 
Bud anan The last fiee Aed n one day, being the lOA 
of June TTie principal cause of it shall be briefly re 
Uted 

The troops had been o it that znomiog to attend an ex 
ecutioo Xtgl t men had deserted from the regimeot, and 
when taken were tried, at d all sentenced to die Two of 
lh<fln being English were lobe shot, and the six foreigners 
lobelanged General Smith the commander in chief, 
then at Altai ahad pardoned six of them, but they were to 
take it by lot of a single die, and it fell on two foreigners, 
who were immediately executed Before it was over, it 
V as past nine o clock, and the sun pow erful (o a degree 

Xiieutenant Roberts, on returning to LiS tent, feeling 
himself excesswely warm ordered a few pots of cold wa 
ter to be thrown over h m, vihicli checked perspiration, 
and brought on a lugh fever that terminated lus existence 
in less than an hour On (he report of Mr Knight, the 
Surgeon Major, that the body would not keep. Colonel 
Grant who then commanded the regimeut, ordered it to 
he interred immediately, and it being Ensign Cleland a 
tour of duty, he was directed to attend On his retoni. 
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brigade, wbicU was in a high state of- dis- 
ciplincj exhibited a grand spectacle on 
the race-course of Calcutta. It was a 
review of the Third European regiment 
then consisting of two battalions, of about 
four hundred and fifty men each, and two 
battalions of Sepoys, viz. the twelfth and 
this battalion, with sixteen field-pieces. 
The infantry fired twenty-six rounds per 
man, in every situation which in those 
days it was thought proper to form troops 
into; and notwithstanding the c.vtent of 

he \\’a3 Uimscif taken iU, and before Ino o’clock, was a 
corpse. Ensign Morrison, who was upon the most inti- 
mate terms >nlh Mr. Cieland, not liaviiig heard of his 
death, ran into his lent to speak to him, and seeing his 
friend dead, fell down in a fit. He was, however, reco- 
vered, and taken to his tent, where he begged to be re- 
moved to the Fort. His retjnest was complied with, and 
Ensigns Kitciien and Budianan, who were his shipmates, 
accompanied him in the cool of the evening, but they all 
iJtiree died in fhe course ol the night. 

Two European ladies also died about the same time — 
a Mrs. Nugent and a Mm Allen. 
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lino,* not a single mistake happened the 
whole day. Colonel Hugh Grant coiii- 
manded the troops ; ^Ir. Ilastifigs and Sir 
Robert Barker being in front. The artil- 
lery fired quick, as if in action^ during the 
whblc of the mahocuvres, and it had a fine 
-cfTcct. ‘ ‘ 

In the latter end of the year, this batta- 
lion, n ith tlie rest of the brigade, marched 
up to Berhampore, and tno years after to 

the field station, where it remained until 

* 

November, 1777> when it was once more 
ordered to the Presidency, In ^larch, 
1778, Colonel Ironside having then the 
command of the brigade, ’presented Hr.’ 
Hastings with another ^c^iew, but it was 
on a smaller scale — only the Sd regi- 
ment, which at that time was (as indeed 
it always had been) in a high state of 
discipline, and four companies of grena- 
dier Sepoys, two of them from this batta- 
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lion, and two from .tlic DulTield, with 
four guns. tThc regiment went llirougli 
the Manual! firings, and manosuvres by 
itself, and when it came to what was sup- 
posed to he the concluding sollcy and 
charge, the Europeans and Sepoys broke, 
and ran towards the Fort, but in less than 
a minute the drums beat to arms, and the 
adjutant having previously placed the two 
stands of colours at about two hundred 
yards distance from, and facing each 
other; the troops immediately formed 
upon them, with a company of Sepoy 
Grenadiers on each flank. The sham 
fight then began, each division of the re- 
giment finng by sub and grand-div isions 
as they advanced, until they came within 
fifty yards of each other ; when the whole 
fired a volley by word of command from 
the Colonel, which was so close that it 
might be taken for a single cannon. The 



lines then charged in quick time; and 
when the bayonets came to lock, the 
whole ieco\cred their armsf by signal 
turned to the right, and wheeled b) files 
from the right of each subdivision to the 
front, passing through each othet, until 
they had got to the same distance as 
before, w hen they formed in line facing 
each otlicr The attack began a second 
time, and ended in the same manner, 
highly to the satisfaction of the Governor 
General, and of General Slibbcrt, who 
accompanied him to the field 

This battalion 1ms always been consi- 
dered as a fine corps, although it had seen 
very little, if an^, active scnicc, until it 
became incorporated in this regiment. 
AVhen General Clavcnng’s regulations 
were earned into caccution, this was the 
onb battahoii which retained its original 
number. Afterwards, by the reduction* 
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of the Mathews, and the old 19lh, which 
was brohe at Midnapore, it became the 
Nineteenth, bj w Inch number it came into 
this regiment 


The Taeniy sixth Battalion — which was 
divided between the other two, was a corps 
that had seen a good deal of sen ice It 
was raised at Cawnpore in 1778, by Cap- 
tain John Byrne, whose name it boro as 
long as It was a separate battalion , al- 
though It was sometimes called “ the 
Dobic-ka-Pulton," Captain Byrne hai ing 
enlisted a number of washermen fiom the 
adjacent villages 

In 1781, It was formed into a regiment 
of two battalions, and ordered to the 
coast, where it served the whole war with 
much credit It returned to Bengal the 
latter end of 1784, then commanded by 
Captain Richard Scott, where it remained 

M 
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until the breaking out of the war with 
Tippoo Sahib in the year 1790, when it was 
again sent to the coast, still commanded 
by Captain Jiirhard Scottf and served, as 
before, with high reputation. 

In*179(J, it was incorporated in this 
regiment. 


TWELFTH REGIMENT 

>vas composed of the 12tlj, 17th, and SIst 
battalions. 

First Ra«ah'o».—This corps has been 
long distinguished for its steadiness and 
gallantry in the field ; and it aflbrds the 
writer the highest satisfaction to learn, 
that it fully supported that cliaractcr 
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during tlic late arduous contest,* the par- 
ticulars of which will, of course, be giicn 
bj a more able hand, in due nme 

It was raised at Monghjr, the latter 
end ofthc jear 1763, b) Captain (late 
Colonel) John IVliite, whose name it still 
bears, and became the Twelfth m number, 
the rank which it now holds, although 
once changed 

As soon as it was formed, it was or- 
dered to the field, and joined the army 
near Benares 

In 1765, it was posted to the Third 
Brigade, m which it became a fni ourite 
corps , although every battalion compos- 
ing it were in such high order, and so 
correct in all their manosuvres, that the 
writer has no hesitation in sajmg, that 
from that brigade, which was long and 

* Tie Maliamlta «arof 1303, 1601, and 1805 
SI 2 
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ably commanded by Colonel Gilbert 
Ironside, the Bengal Infantry bad the 
ground-woik of their discipline 

It continued some years with its brigade 
without an opportunity of distinguishing 
itself, except on parade duty It was 
one of the battalions reiiened in Cal- 
cutta, 1773 

In 1775 , by the arrangement of General 
Clavering, it became the Eigliteenth in 
number, and in the beginning of 1781» 
it was formed into a regiment, witlnts old 
number, and was ordered to the coast 
under that excellent officer the late 
Lieutenant-Colonel Edmonstone, then a 
Major, where its conduct during those 
severe campaigns against HyderAlly, and 
his son Tippoo Sahib, uas highly spoken 
of On the conclusion of the. war, it re- 
turned to Bengal, bat did not reach 
Ghyretty until the beginning of 1785, 
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where the Governor-General, Mr Has- 
tings, met and complimented them on 
their mentonous sertices, and return to 
their families and friends 

In 1791, it was again ordered to the 
field, under Sir Robert Abercrombie, 
against the Rohilla chiefs, and was pre- 
sent in the action of the 26th of October, 
commanded by Captain Edwards, but 
being in the centre, had little opportunity 
of shewing itself to any paitieular advan- 
tage, except by its steady covinldnanee 
Two years after it was formed into this 
regiment 

Seconc} Hatlahon — This is the oldest 
corps m Bengal, but by a strange turn of 
fortune, became the last battalion in the 
whole service, when incorporated in this 
regiment 

It was raised at Calcutta, in January, 
SI 3 



1757, anti being the first corps that had 
ever been regularly clothed, it long went 
by the appellation oF “ Laul* Pulton,” 
or Ued Battalion ; although latterly it has 
been generally known by the name of 
** Galhcz,” the cause of which will be men- 
tioned Iiercaftcr. < 

Before it iras quite disciplined, it was 
ordered to accompany the army under 
Colonel Cli\c, first to the attack of 
Chandernagorc. and then to the battle of 
Plassey, fought on the 23d of June, where 
it acquitted itself as well as could be ex- 
pected for so young a corps. In 1738, it 
accompanied Colonel Ford to the North- 
ern Sircars, where it distinguished itself 
in a particular manner, with its old friend 
the Mathews. In 1769, or I 76 O, it was 
again in motion under the same officer, 
against the Dutch, in which it assisted in 
defeating and taking prisoners nearly the 
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whole of them. It aflctwards sen’ed under 
Colonel Cailland, and was one of the 
corps present at the dethroning of. the 
Kaboh Mcer Jaffier, and the placing of 
his son-in-law, Cossim Ally, on the hlus- 
nud. In short, wherever service offered, 
the Laul-Pulton and the Mathews were, 
in those days, sure to be called upon. 

In the beginning of 1761, it served un- 
der Major Carnac in the attack and defeat 
of the Shah Zadah, after w hich it returned 
to Patna with the army, where it remained 
until 1762, when it was ordeied to the 
Presidency. In 1763, on the war breaking 
out with Cossim Ally, it was early in the 
held, and sen-ed with distinguished bras cry 
during the whole contest. 

In November that year. Captain (now 
Colonel) Primrose Qailiez got the com- 
mand of it. At Sant, during the mutiny 
in February, ITdi, it shewed some symp- 
m4 
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toms of Insubordination, but they -were 
pi evented from rising to nn> height at 
that time, by the interference of their 
officers. I It accompanied Major Carnac 
to Patna, u here, in the attach of the lines 
by Suj.ih Dowlali, on the Sd of 3\Iay, it 
aciputted itself with its usual gallantry. 

On the ictrc.it of the combined army 
from before Patna, this battalion, with 
the Maimcs and European Grenadiers, 
and the battalions of Mnlhcus and Tre- 
>anion, ucrcordcrcd toscourtbc Chopruh 
district, which they completely did as far 
as Scuan ; and on their return from thence, 
this battalion, with the Marines, were 
oidered to halt at IVlanjic About a 
month after, the Marines were ordered 
into Choprah, and' now, the battalion 
being left to itself, the seed^s of disaffection, 
which were sown at Sant about seven 
month* before, began to ripen, and in a 
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short t\toc broke out into open mutiny i 
tlic men declaring they would serve no 
longer, as the promises made them bad 
not been fulfilled. At first they impri- 
soned their officers, but lelcascd them from 
confinement the folloiiing day, and allow- 
ed them to return to Choprali. As soon 
as mforniation of the mutiny had reached 
Choprah, the Marines and Captain Treva- 
nion’s battalion were ordered out at an 
hour’s warning, in pursuit of them, as has 
been already mentioned. In four days 
they returned to Choprah with the whole 
of the mutineers, where they were met by 
Major Munro, who had just taken the 
command of the army, and had come over 
from Choprah to see the detachment. 

1 Hearing of what had passed at Sant, 
and the misbehaviour of this battalion 
upon the present occasion, he thought it 
right to make a severe example; and a 
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severe, although necessary, example it 
undoubtedly was He ordered eiglit-and- 
twenty of the most culpable to bt picked 
out, and tried a drum-head general 
court-martial, uhen the whole were sen- 
tenced to suffer death. The eight guns, 
with the detachment, being bzmight out, 
the 6ist eight weic (i:i.ed lo then muzzles 
and blown away Heic it was, that three 
of the grcnadicis entreated to lie fastened 
to the guns on (he right, declaring, that 
as they al^a}s fought on the right, tlicy 
hoped their last request would be com- 
plied with, by being suffered to die in the 
post of honour. Their petition was grant- 
ed, and they weic the first executed 
I am sure there was not a dry eye amongst 
the Marines whowitnessed this execution, 
although they had long been accustomed 
to hard service , and two of them had ac- 
tually been on the execution party whicli 
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sliot Admiral Byng, in tlie year 1757- 
The other twenty ^YC^e ordered to the 
i several stations of the army, where they 
all suffered death in the same manner. 
After which, the battalion was weeded 
of such men as had been netive in the 
mutiny, and then ordered to Patna, where 
it was again completed s since which it 
has generally -.gone' by 'the name of Us 
Captain, “ Gallicz.” A little before this, 
it was fixed as tho'lTinth in number, be- 
ing the rank of its commander. It re- 
mained at Patna until after the hattlo of 
Buxar, when it again joined the army. 

In 1765, it was posted to the Third 
Brigade. Its uniform was then blue 
facings, blue turbans and cumberbands, 
and made a Idmdsome appearance under 
arms. It regained many .years with its 
brigade, befotc jt had an opportunity of 
distinguishing itself again. In 1775, on 
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the regulations of General Clavcring taking 
place, it became the Sixteenth in number, 
ivhich was afterwards; in 1783, changed 
to the Scventcenib. In 1776, it accom- 
panied -the brigade 'to ’ Bclgram,' from 
whence it was shortly afterwards detached, 
with its old friend -tbe Treranion, ’ (now' 
-called the' Dufiield,) 'under the 'command 
of the late Colonel -Parker, as- has been 
already noticed ; and in tlie action’ at 
Korah, ’which took place the beginning of 
June, it w'as posted on ihc left, then com- 
manded by Captain (now Lieutenant- 
General) William Jones,' where it gallantly 
’ bore the fire of four battalions of Neejeebs, 
drawn up son the right of their -guns. 
How’e'ver, a timely charge of the bayonet 
dispersed that immense body. Lieute- 
nant Erskine, who. fell in the action, be- 
longed to this battalion.' ** 

It returned to the Presidency In 1778, 
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after wWcli tlic does not recollect 

its being on any service until 1796; wbcn 
it came into tliisircgiment.*^ 

T/ie Toeiifi/-_/Ers< Bailalion — wliicli, with 
the other two, completed this regiment, 
was one of the corps formed for the ser- 
vice of the Vizier by British officers, and 
afterwards taken into the Company’s sci- 
vice. It was first commanded iij Captain 
(now Lieutonanl-Gencraft Stuart, whose 
name it bore as long as it was a separate 
battalion. This battalion was in the 
action of the 26th October, 1794, in Ro- 
hilcund, and sustained some loss. It was 
then commanded by Captain Knowles. 

• Since finishing the foregoing, the vtiitcr has hcanl of 
the gallant conduct of this eiccHent corps, during the late 
Maharatta war, the particulars of irhicii, he trusts, will 
soon be given to the public. July, 180". 
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Thus far has the writer, to the best of 
his abilities, fulfilled the task which he 
undertook. He fears there niay.be sonic 
mistakes, but can assure his readers that 
they arc not intentional ; and he has no 
doubt, should these few sheets fall into 
tlic hands of any of (he old ofliccrs, who 
were sharers in the scenes he has described, 
but tlicy will do him the justice to say, 
that he has not misrepresented them. 

He found some trouble in separating 
the old from the new corps, ns the frequent 
nltcmlions which had taken place during 
the last forty years made it (lifTicult to 
distinguish one from the other; but par- 
ticularly the rcgul.ation of 1775, which 
destroyed the regular rank of the whole 
Native army. 

‘When tlie foregoing cstnidishment of 
l«el\c rcgiinrnls was funned by the regu- 
laltons of 179Ci» the incorporation of bat- 
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talions into regiments was necessarily 
governed by tlie local situation of corps 
at the time ; yet it must ever be regretted, 
that they should have been so unfortu- 
nately stationed, as to occasion such an 
old and tine corps as the 18th, or Morgan’s 
Battalion, to lose its name and conse- 
quence as a distinct body ; whilst the 
29th, 30th, 'and 31st, preserved their Hin- 
doostance appellation and rank in the line 
by becoming Second Battalions. 

The same remark is applicable to the 
late 24th and 26th Battalions, those corps 
having been highly distinguished on fo- 
reign service ; especially the 24th, which 
acquired immortal honour before Cudda- 
lore, in the year 1783. 
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SUPPLEMENT. 


The preceding Narrative having briefly 
described the foundation,’ services, and 
occasional' modifications of the Sepoy 
corps in the service of the Honourable 
the East India Company, under the Pre- 
sidency of Bengal, from the year 1756-7 
down to the establishment of twehe regi- 
ments, as fixed by the regulations of 1796, 
by which the organization of corps, in re- 
gard to the number and rank of the Eu- 
ropean officers, and the general principles 
of arrangement and command were pro- 
posed to be more immediately assimilated 
to the system of European armies — it 
may be useful, preiious to entering on a 
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continuation of the Narra'tive, in regard 
to the subsequent formation and services 
of corps respectively, down to^the present 
time, to take a short retrospect of tthe 
general features and circumstances of the 
service under its successive arrangements, 
during ithe above period, together with- 
such incidental . notice of relative oc- 
currences connected with the subject, as 
may have escaped the recollection, or not 
^llen within the knowledge of the pre- 
vious narrator/ 

By a list of the Euiopean officers of the 
Bengal army in the year 1760, it appears 
the number was as follows : 

Captains . . . . 19 

lieutenants . . 26 - 

> Ensigns . . . . J5 

* ^ Total GO 

For the List of Names ; and also a Me- 
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morandum of tlie strength of the Bengal 
army in 1756, ^ee Appendix A. 

' By' the preceding account we find that ne*- 
in 1764, there were nineteen battiilions of 
Sepoys in the' service, which were seve- 
rally commanded and paid by officers of 
the rank of captain, wilh a small portion 
of European subaltern officer's 'and Ser- 
jeants under them. ' In October"of that 
■year the battle of Buxar was fought with 
much professional skill, judgment, and 
courage ; and the complement^ of Euro- 
pean' officers to Native corps at that time, 
appears to have been one captain, one 
lieutenant, and one ensign to each batta- 
lion. 

Three Bengal Sepoy battalions were irer-s-v 
detached on service into the Northern 
Circais, under the command of Lieute- 
nant-Colonel Wni. Smith, on whose death 
Jt a ■ 
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Lieutenant-Colonel Peach, v,ho came into 
the army in 1764, as a major, from 
His Majesty’s service# was appointed to 
command the Bengal troops on service 
in the Circars, the object of which was to 
assist the Presidency of Port St George, 
at that time engaged in war with Hjder^ 
Ally and his Trench allies^ 

' In 1769, those troops were recalled to 
Bengal, when a part, or the whole, em- 
barked to return by sea. On which occa- 
sion, the flank, or two grenadier compa- 
nies, of the 3d, or Gowen’s battalion, pe- 
rished by shipwreck, the ship on which 
they embarked having never been heard 
of afterwards. This unfortunate occur- 
rence made a fatal impression on the 
minds of tlie Native troops, viitli^ regard 
to sea V 03 ages, which, joined to their pre- 
vious religious and habitual prejudices, 
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required the lapse of many years, and’ 
much conciliatory management to over- 
come., 

The establishment of Sepoy battalions irri 
ivas increased to twenty-one, and formed 
into three brigades. 

. On St. George’s day, 1774, the Kohillab 
battle was fought on the plains of Rohil- 
kund, in which six Sqpoy battalions wpe 
engaged, .together with the 2d European 
regiment under the command of Colonel 
■ Cliampion, then the Commander in Chief, 
in Bengal. They were, opposed to a supe- 
rior number of a very brave and hardy 
race ,of men — devoted to their leader, 
whose cause was their own, fighting for the 
countryandhomewhichhe had established 
for them, in the fruitful province of Khut- 
tair. Tlreir gallant chief fell early in the 
action, when the discipline and valour of 
h3 
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the British troops, and .the execution of 
their arlillery, soon spread te^or and dis- 
may ^mong the Rohillah bands, and led 
to a prompt and decided. victor3'. , . 
m5-6. Lieutenant-General Sir?jDbn Clavering 
succeeded to the pfBce of. Commander in 
Chiefj, towards the- close.. of 177.4> 
aftcr.having, reviewed) many of the Sepoy 
battalions, . His .Excellency' was pleased to 
record his sentiments by the expression of 
ndmiration and wonder at the state of dis- 
cipline to which the Sepoy corps had been 
brought, declaring that be found tbera in 
no respect inferior to any* regiment in His 
Majesty's service. . .. , 

im-8. Nine battalions were added to the 
establishment by the transfer to .the .Ho- 
nourable Company’s army of that number 
of corps which had been, disciplined by' 
British ofiiccrs for the service of His Ex- 
cellency the NcTraub Vizier. 



183 


At the beginning of this j'car the Prc- 
sidency of Bombay iliaving been seriously 
embarrassed by the pressure of the Maha- 
ratta war, rrhich then prevailed,' the Go- 
vernor General was convinced of the ' ne- 
cessity for effectual succour, both in sjje- 
cie and troops, being' afforded* to that 
quarter of the Honourable Company’s 
possessions, with' as little delay as pos- 
sible. Supplies of the former had been, 
and could again be, ' sent by sea, in the 
' course of sis. weeks, or two' months voy- 
' age, (as well as by bills through the me- 
dium of the natb e bankers of Benares,) 
but no such resource presented itself with 
regard to troops. ' 

On this emergency the comprehensive 
mind of IVarren Hastings formed the’re- 
solution (on his own responsibility, it was 
'understood, when opposed by a majority 
of his colleagues in the goiernment) to 
K 4 
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order a compact yet efficient detachment 
of Native troops from the Bengal army> 
to march across the continent of India, 
through hostile and unknown regions, 
from the hanks of tlic Ganges to the 
western coast, of Jndia”— with the view, 
in the first place, of creating a diversion 
in the councils and operations of the 
enemy, and eventually co-operating witli 
the Bombay government and forces in 
the prosecution of the war in vrliich they 
■were engaged. 

A force was according!}’ ordered to as- 
semble at Cunnporc, composed of the 
following details, under the command of 
Lieut. Colonel JI. Leslie. 

,Siv; battalions of Scpo}s, viz. tlic 
3st, 2d, 4tli, 8tlt, Cth, and 7th, 

h 

900 rank and file each . . 5,400 

One regiment ofNativc cavalry COO 
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One company of Gholundauz, 

or Native artillery . . . • 100 

Candahar liorse 500 

Total fighting men 6,600 
■\Vitli 103 European officers. 

The followers of this detachment were 
composed as follows ; 

Servants and followers . . . 19,000' 

Bazar Department. — A complete 
' establishment of which was dis- 
tinctly attached to each corps, 
without any evpense to govern- 
mentj and to the essential aid 
thereby afforded, in the ready 
supply of provisions, Ac. may 
be mainly ascribed the success- ' 
ful progress of the detach- 
ment 12,000 

i 

Total follow ers and bazar people 31,000 
The body of Candahar horse were in 
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the service of the Newaub Vizier, and 
were ordered by His Excellency to ac- 
company the detachment, as a proof of 
the interest he felt for the prosperity of 
the Honourable Company’s government 
These were a ^ cry brave and hardy race 
ofMussulmen, natnes’of Candahar and 
.Cabool, were very well mounted, com- 
manded by 'a respectable chief of their 
own clan, and highly distinguished them- 
selves by their fidelity and valour through- 
out the long and arduous service in which 
the detachment ivas engaged ^ 

The pressing necessity for the intended 
aid superseded every consideration of con- 
lenience, and therefore as soon as the 
whole were in readiness to move, the de- 
tachment commenced its march, and 
passed the river Jumna at Calpee on the 
12th of June, 17T8 » at the hottest time of 
the year, with the still more inclement 
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season of tlie periodical rains close at 
hand. Tor a striking illustration of the 
character of the Native troops on that 
occasion, sec Appendix B. 

The severity of the season, and the as- 
sumed necessity of conciliating the diffe- 
rent chieftains of the countries through 
which' the detachment had to pass,® oc- 
casioned a long halt at Chatterpoorc, and 
afterwards at Ilajegurli in the prosinco 
of Bundclkund ; and Lieutenant-Colonel 
Leslie, who commanded the detachment, 
died at the latter place on the 3d of Oc- 
I tober. I ' 

, Lieut. Colonel Tho. Goddard succeeded 

9 

* Perhaps an uttauilionzcd xntetfercncc tlieir po* 
liUcal relations— at H'luch dclaj the Governor General was 
extremely disappointed and displeased , and an order was 
on dieivayto camp for Colonel Goddard to supersede 
Colonel Leslie In the command of tlie detichmont at the 
time of Colonel Leslie's death. , 
f I j.l» i (I 
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Colonel Leslie in tlie command, and on 
the 8th of October, the detachment pro- 
secuted its march under the direction of 
that able and distinguished officer, t ^ 
On the 30th of November they.reached 
the banks of the river Nerbudda, and 
there halted in the vicinity of Husseina-, 
bad, , ivaiting communication nith the 
government of Bombay, .until the 16th of 
January, 1779) when they again resumed 
their march, and arrived, at Surat on the 
confines of the Gulf of Cambay on the 
S5th of February, 1779- * 

After a very short interval of repose, 
this gallant band took the field against 
the enemy, and nobly distinguished itself 
thiough a series of severe* and arduous 
service, .down to the close of the general 
war in Europe, and in Asia in 1783. 

Colonel Goddard was advanced to the 
rank of Brigadier-General for the emii^ent 
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zeal dnd ability which he displayed in his 
situation of command throughout the 
war ; at the close of which he embarked 
for Europe for the recovery of his health, 
but' died just 'as the ship reached the 
Land’s End of England. The name and 
memory of Goddard will be yet long che- 
rished with admiration by the European 
officers, and tiie Native soldiery of the 
Honourable Company’s army.' 

The remains of this meritorious detach- 
ment returned nearly by the same route 
that it went across the continent of India, 
and reached the frontier provinces under 
the presidency of Bengal, at the close of 
the -year 1784, under the command of 
Colonel (now Lieutenant-General) Charles 
Morgan ; reduced ' by the casualties of 
the service on which it had been employed 
to' less than one half of the original com- 
plement of the corps. Honorary stand- 



ards were granted to each of the batta* 
lions — gold medals to the Subadars, sil- 
ver medals to the Jemadars, and likewise 
to every non-warrant officer and private 
Sepoy' who served with the detachment 
from the commencement of the expedition 
until its return into the provinces. ' ’ ' 

As a further mark of the approbation 
of Government, an additional pay of one 
rupee per month was granted to each non- 
warrant officer and Sepoy, who had served 
during the whole period above-mentioned, 
roruhe testimony recorded by 'Govern- 
ment, in regard to the important services 
of this detachment, see Appendix 

In consequence of the general war in 
Europe iand in Asia, nine more Sepoy 
Battalions were raised,' making a total of 
thirty-three battalions, besides i^three In- 
dependent, or Local Corps; and exclu- 
sive of the six battalions then serving in 
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the. west of India, under General God- 
dard. I 'i - i ' 

.(Early in 1779, Eicutenant-Gcncral Sir 
Eyre .Coote succeeded to the office of 
Commander in Chief. On the augmenta- 
tion of the army, the troops were disposed 
into four brigades, with a Colonel at the 
head of each, \ iz. ; The three brigades as 
before, with a proportion of the increase 
added to each ; and the Independent Bri- 
gade, which was still paid by the Vizier, 
and was stationed accordingly for the more 
immediate duties and protection of his 
Etcellency’s dominions. 

During the years 1779 and 1780, the vm 
Commander in Chief rcrieued every corps 
in the army, and his report and opinion 
on that occasion reflected tlie highest 
honour on the Native Corps, and their 
European officers. His Excellency more 
particularly distinguished the corps in 
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Oude, altliough the most remote from the 
superintendence and controul of superior 
autliority, as “ some of tlie finest corps 
he had ever seen in the field ** 

In the month of August, 1780, a detach- 
ment of about 2,000 Sepo^^s, under the 
command of Major (now Lieutenant-Ge- 
neral) William Popham, captured by es- 
calade the important and, till then, 
deemed impregnable fortress of Gwalhor,*^ 
after ha\ing pre\iously earned the fort of 
Lahore by assault, and compelled an army 
of 15,000 Mabarattas to acuate the dis- 
tiicts of Gohud and Gwallior 
1780-1 Live battalions of Sepoys, with artillery, 
and some regiments of cavalry, under 
Lieutenant-Colonel Camac, were emploj- 

* TLc success of this bold eolerpnze was materially 
promoted by the whole of the troops employed on the es 

calade haring been provided with shoes made of strong 
cloth, quilted with cotton, for the occasion 
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cd in the province of Malwa, against 
Madajee Scendiah, one of the most power- 
ful chiefs of the Maharatta confederacy. 

That little army was fiequcntly suirounded 
by largo bodies of Maharatta horse, and 
suffered great privation and hardship, 
both from being greatly in arrears of pay, 
and' much straitened for provisions. 

Their situation at one time became so 
ej.tremety critical, that a large reinforce- 
ment was ordered to hasten to their sup- 
port, under Colonel Muir. Meantime, 
before that succour arrived, Lieutenant- 
Colonel Camac resolved to make a forced 
march, and attack the camp of Madajee 
Scendiah, in which he completely suc- 
ceeded, taking ail the encmj’s guns, camp 
equipage, and elephants, with a large and 
very welcome supply of grain. 

This brilliant exploit may be considered irsi. 
as an important crisis of the war ; far in 
o 
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1 T 81 tlic month of October, 1781, Colonel 
Muir, (who, being the senior officer, had, 
on joining, taken the command of all the 
troops on that senicc,) acting under in- 
structions from Mr Hastings, the Gover- 
nor-General, concluded a separate treaty 
with IMadajec Scendiah, which was spee- 
dily followed by a general peace with all 
the Maharatta States 

Prom 17(54, down to the close of the 
jear 1780, the Sepoy corps appear to 
have continued on the same footing, m 
regard to internal economy and arrange- 
ment , with occasional fluctuations in the 
strength of the corps, and the number of 
European officers 

In January, 1781, a new formation, com- 
bined with a considerable augmentation 
of the Native army, and an increase of 
European officers, was carried into effect 
Thirtj-six regiments were then formed, 
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'(esclpsivc of tlic six battalions ser\ing in 
the vfest of India,) consisting of two bat- 
talions cacb, and each battalion of five 
companies of 100 rank and file each. A 
Major-Commandant was placed at the 
head of each regiment ; a Captain to com- 
mand each battalion; with a Lieutenant 
to each company. 

An European Adjutant was' appointed 
to each regiment, in the person of one of 
the Lieutenants, as non-effective Staff; 
and a Native warrant-officer was, appointed 
Adjutant to each battalion. Two Euro- 
pean non-commissioned officers were like- 
wise appointed to each battalion, as Ser- 
jeant-I^Iajor and Quarter-Master Serjeant. 

The appointment of Native Comman- 
dant,^ which had hithcvto existed in each 
battalion on the old establishment, was 
abolished. 

The pay of each battalion was drawn 
o 2 
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irsi in one abstract by the Captain, and it 
was ordered to be issued to the men in 
the presence of the Lieutenants command* 
mg companies; for the due performance 
of which they were declared responsible, 
and were required to make a report and 
declaration, on honour, in writing, that 
the men had been duly paid. 

That emolument may have been some- 
times derhed from the payment of the 
men, when vested in tlie nncontrouled 
management of the officer at the head of 
the corps, cannot perhaps be denied ; but 
there seems to havo been something vciy 
objectionable in the system now adopted, 
uhich placed the stibaUcrn officers in the 
awkward predicament of superintending 
the conduct of their commanding officer; 
and reversing the principle of chcclc or 
controul, was liable either to be rendered 
nugatory, or be productive of jealousy, 
litigation, or discord. 
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The defeat of Colonel BailUc’s detach- 
ment in the Carnatic, by Hyder All}, 
towards the close of the preceding year, 
and the pressure of the war in that quar- 
ter, rendered recourse to Bengal for suc- 
cour, in money, proiisions, and troops, 
urgently necessaiy , and happily for the 
interests of the Honourable Company, and 
the reputation of our arms, the wisdom 
and decision of the Governoi-General wore 
equal to e\ ery emergency 

The new formation of the Bengal Sepoy 
corps was no sooner carried into effect, 
early in 1781, than Mr Hastings resolved 
on sending five regiments to the relief of 
the Presidency of Port St George This 
force was accordingly assembled at Med- 
napoor, and consisted of the following 
regiments, under the command of Colonel 
Thomas Deane Pearse, of the Bengal 
Artillery, who was selected by the Gover- 
o 3 
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1781 nor-Geneial to command the detachment. 
The legiments were, — the 12th, com- 
manded by Majoi Edmonstone , the 13th, 
by Major Blane, the 24th, by Major 
Kilpatrick, the 25th, by Major Wedder- 
burne, and the 26th, by Major Byrne \ 
In the meantime the Comiuander-in- 
Chief, Sir Eyre Coote, had embarked with 
such European troops as could be spared 
from Bengal, and proceeded to the Car- 
natic, to conduct the war m person 

On the occasion of corps assembling at 
Mednapoor for the intended service, one 
regiment, the I9th, proved to be in a state 
of iRsubordmatioD, owing to some prize- 
monej claims not having been duly ad- 
justed by its commanding officer, for which 
he was dismissed the service, by the sen- 
tence of a Court-Martial, and the regiment 
was broken, and drafted into the other 
corps proceeding on foreign service ‘ 



199 


The detachment proceeded on its march iroi 
tlirough Onssa and tlih Northern Circars, 
and having reached the vicinity of Ma- 
dras about the middle of the jear 1781, 
the Bengal troops joined the other forces 
in the field, under their distingmshed 
Cominandei-in-Chief, the late General Sir 
Byte Cootc, and during the arduous war- 
fare in which they were engaged from that 
period, donn to the cessation of hostilities 
before Cuddalore, in June, 1783, the Ben- 
gal corps, collectively and individually, 
established for themselves and the army 
to which they belonged, a proud and 
lasting reputation The veteran remains 
of those gallant corps returned to Bengal, 
early in the year 1785, when their en- 
campment was visited by the Governor- 
General in person, and the grateful testi- 
mony which lie recorded on that occasion 
IS no less creditable to the generous fecl- 
o 4 
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1781 ings of his own mind, than it is decisne 
of the high mihtarycharacter and virtiies 
of the Native soldiery of Bengal For 
copy of which see Appendix D 
In the autumn of this year, the revolt 
of Rajah Chejt Sing, and the consequent 
insurrection in the province of Benares 
and the adjacent countries, occurred, 
■when not only the military character, but 
the fidelity and attachment of the Na- 
tive soldierj was put to the severest test, 
and redounded highly to their honour 
A large portion of the army baling 
been at that time on foreign service in tlie 
west of India, in the Carnatic, and in 
Malwa, the number of troops applicable 
to Home Service was very limited, and 
the corps were widely dispersed , so that 
not only was the person of the Governor- 
General, "NVarrcn Hasting, in imminent 
danger, but the very existence of our 
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power may bo truly said, at that time, 

“ to liave been suspended by a thread,” 
which by any turn of mind in the Native 
soldiery would inevitably have been bro- 
ken and dissolved for ever. Por it is to 
bo remembered, that the trial of their 
fidelity and duty as soldiers had to con- 
tend with the most powerful personal 
feelings, arising out of the occasion of 
being employed in arms against their con- 
nections and friends, in the heart of their 
own country, and in 'putting down the 
authority and adherents of a prince, or 
ruler, who, in tlie previous government of 
his country, was universally extolled for 
beneficence and hospitality, moderation 
and justice. Add to which, the troops 
. actually suffered serious distress from ar- 
rears of pay and want of provisions ; for 
such was the total loss of credit at the 
time, even with the Governor-General on 
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uoi the spot, that, as stated by Mr. Hastings 
in Ins Narnitueofthc Insurrection, “suffi- 
cient inonc} could not be raised for the 
ordinary mints of the troops employed 
about Ins own person * ** 

Tlie Hati\c corps more immediately 
engaged on t1iisscr\itc ucre, the Island 
2d battalions of tlie 6lh Regiment, under 
Captains Thomas Blair, and P. M'Hougnll; 
the 7tli Regiment, commanded by Major 
Crabb, the by Major Balfour, the 
30th, bj Major Roberts, and the 35th, 
or Major Popham sown Regiment The 
latter officer commanded the wliolc, and 
added t6 the renown he had recently ac- 
quned on the capture of Gwallior, by the 


* The flanV companies of tlie 2d European regiment t 
about half a company of European artillery men , and the 

small corps denominated the Foreign Rangers, consisting 
of about 100rreDchm€n,Gemian3,&.c were the European 
details employed on that service but the professed object 
■of tl ese «1 eets relates to tlit. Jniivc Infantry corps onU 
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speedy reduction of the hill-fortress of nm. 
Bidzygurh, and the other strong-holds 
possessed by the Kajah, to the westward 
of the Ganges. 

Previous to quitting this portion of the 
narrative, it nill not be deemed an unsuit- 
able digression to quote a paragraph or 
two from IMr. Hastings's statement of that 
period, for which see Appendik E. 

About the close of this year, Goiern- mz. 
ment ordered the 4th, loth, and 17th 
regiments, which were at Barrachpoor, 
and the 3oth which was at one of the 
stations higher up the country, to be held 
in readiness for 'foreign service'. This 
force. It was understood, was intended to 
proceed to the Northern Circars, or to 
. Hydrabad, under the command of Lieute- 
nant-Colonel Pophara.^ But a rumour 

• The object was probably to tale possession of ibe 
Guntoor Cucar, which about tliat time devolved to the 
Honourable Company consequent to a former treaty. 



204 


178 ?. was spread amongst the troops, that it was 
meant for them to proceed by sea; to 
which measure, such was still the insu- 
perable aversion of the Native soldier}', 
that the regiments above-mentioned which 
were at Barrackpoor, entered into a gene- 
ral combination not to proceed on the 
service for nhich they Merc ordered; and 
on two or three companies being ordered 
from one of those corps to precede the 
march of the detachment, for the purpose 
of taking charge of stores and pro^ isions, 
the three regiments made known their 
determined resolution that those compa- 
nies should not be allowed to march ; and 
as there Mas only one other regiment at 
the station, Government had no present 
means of enforcing obedience to its orders. 

The foregoing was hoMCVcr the only act 
of posituc disobedience or mutiny that 
the men were guilty of— no violence, nor 
olhcr*disordcrly conduct was committed ; 
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tlicy continued to treat their officers with 
tlic usual respect, and the duties of the 
corps were carried on as usual ; notwith- 
standing that some Native officers and 
men who had been the ringleaders in tlie 
combinations, were confined in the quar- 
ter-guards of their respective regiments : 
nor was any attempt made to release 
them. 

After the lapse of several weeks a Ge- 
neral Court-Martial was held, when two 
Subadars of the 15th, and one or two Se- 
poys, were sentenced to suffer death, by 
being blown away from the mouths of 
cannon. The sentence was carried into 
execution, in the presence of those re- 
giments which had mutinied, and one 
other regiment only, which happened to 
be at the station, without any other symp- 
toms but those of pity for the fate of their 
misguided leaders. The 35th regiment 
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1786 . General Sir Robert Slopcr was Com- 
mander in Chief, the Sepoy corps> were 
again new modelled, in consequence per- 
haps of the Honourable the Court of Di- 
rectors liaving expressed tlieir disappro- 
bation of the regimental system which 
took place in 1781. In regard to which 
they observed, that they saw no good 
reason for placing a Major at the head of 
each regiment, when the duty couldfhave 
been performed by a Captain, nor for ap- 
pointing a Captain to the command of 
each battalion, when the situation might 
have been very well filled by a Lieutenant. 

The SO regiments were now formed into 
30 separate battalions of 10 companies 
each, under the command of a Captain, 
or a supernumeraiy Major on Captain^s 
allowances; to whose hands the payment 
of the corps, and all its interior authority 
and management again reverted. 
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h'European silbaltern officers , were- con- tres. 
tinued in tlic prdpottion tofr'onc for each 
company. ' ' , * 

r General Orders dated 'in Mhrch.df this 
year directed ‘that' the 'Native ^officers . of 
the- Sepoy corps should thenceforw^ard' be 
denominated edramissioned’and non-com- 
missioned officers, instead of: warrant and 
non-warrant ; and to the former, through-* 
oUt'.the army^’ commissions were accord-* 
ingly. issued under the signature' of the 
Commander in Chief ; in lieu of the war- 
rants which in time past'had been granted 
by the Colonels commanding brigades. ' ' 

• In the course of this year, ^detailed or- 
ders for a peace establishment for.the 
several Presidendies in Indial^ were' re- 
ceived from the Court of Directors, iwhich 
caused another revision of the Native' In- 
fantry establishment of Bengal. > '* -j 
Thirty-six battalions were* now formed, 

p 
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ir82 Iike\7ise mutiDied on its marcli towards 
the appointed rendezvous. The four re- 
giments were afterwards publicly par- 
doned in General Orders. But on the 
return of the six battalions from the uest 
of India in 1784-, those four regiments 
were broken, and the officers and men 
were drafted into the si\ battalions, on 
their being formed into regiments, an ar- 
rangement which had been deferred until 
their return from foreign ser\ icc. 

Such was the occasion, on winch the 
original ^lalhcws’s battalion (then tlic 
4tU regiment) was doomed to end Us 
career, after having been for a long course 
of years, as stated in the preceding Nar- 
rative, one of the most distinguished and 
meritorious corps in the service. 

1755 Early in 1785, in consequence of the 
general peace in Eurojic and in Asia, and 
- of the return to Bengal of the “ two Great 
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Dctaclinients” from tlie Carnatic, and the iros. 
west of India, the Native infantry estab- 
lishment was reduced to 30 regiments, 
after incorporating in that number, the 
six old battalions returned from Bombay. 

All the corps in excess to thirty were dis- 
banded. The Native warrant and non- 
warrant officers were retained on their 
.pay as supernumeraries, to fill vacancies 
as they occurred in the several Native 
corps of the army, and the privates had 
the option, to the extent of the numbers 
required, to he enrolled on the strength of 
corps returned from foreign service. By 
those measures, a large portion of Euro- 
pean as well as Native officers became 
supernumerary ; and a total stagnation of 
promotion, in both branches of the service, 
was the consequence for several succeed- 
ing years. „ 

Early in 1786, at which time Lieutenant- 
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me. consisting of. eight companies /-only, each, 
and each company only 68 privates. •! 

Five of the six additional battalions 
were formediby the transfer of companies 
from the >old corps,* and»jthe newones 
were, by>the Natives,jgenqrally denomi- 
nated Chari .Yarici battalions, umcaning 
*bThc Four^ Friends, ^’>in QllusionJto-tlieir 
having been severally composed of^dc* 
tails from four • corps. •' The- Ramgurh 
Provincial Corps wds brought 'into tlic 
line as the 51st*battalion. - u* )j i *ini' « 
. Captains were* directed 'by *the Court’s 
orders to command *thc Sepoy battalions, 
as* had been .previously arranged byth<? 
Local Government; and the 36 battalions 
werc'divided -into sir brigades, wth'a 
Licutenant^Coloncl and a Major nt-^the 
head of each brigade.^ ^TliO'CompIcment 
of European subaItern‘oi?iccrs of- one for 
each company was continued ; a Serjeant 
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for cacln company nas likewise" specified 
in the Honourable' Court’s orders ; but 
this was not "Carried unto effect.' Three 
European'non-commissioncd officers were 
allotted to eaeli battalion, >as Serjeant 
Major, Quarter-Master Serjeant, and 
Drill Seijeant; but the latter was again 
struck off by the orders of government in 
1788. > ' - ' t 

''’Supernumerary Majors were still con- 
sidered eligible id the command of batta- 
lions on Captains’ allowances ; ■ and su- 
pernumerary Captains 'were posted in the 
proportion of one to each battalion, On 
the allowances of Lieutenant; but were 
ordered always to proceed' in command 
of every detachment or division of 'two or 
more companies, or cien'a'less force." ' 

’ In the month of September this year, 
the ' Right Honourable ' Earl Cornwallis 
entered on the office of Commander in 

p 2 
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me Chief, as well as that of Gov ernor-General 
of India 

V87 In the course of the year 1787* the 
Commander in Chief made a tour of the 
provinces, and visited all the military sta- 
tions of the army His Lordship viewed 
with no less admiration than astoinsh- 
ment, the very high military condition 
and proficiency of the Native corps of 
the Bengal army 

After having seen all the troops at the 
field stations, Lord Cornwallis caused a 
memorandum to be circulated, xn which 
his Loidslnp noticed some points of mi- 
nutia: in regard to the exercise and field- 
movements of corps, which he vvishcd 
should be uniformly observed by all, and 
at the same time expressed the ** greatest 
satisfaction at the appearance and good 
order of the troops, which had convinced 
him of the zeal and attention of the officers 
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of the Bengal army." Applause from its?. 
such an exalted character was well calcu- 
lated to cherish the spirit of professional 
pride and emulation, which was otherwise 
liable to be much depressed at that time, 
owing to the great reductions which had 
taken place, thereby creating long lists of 
supernumerary officers of all ranks, and 
causing a general stagnation of promotion. 

The sole authority, together with the 
payment of the corps, having reverted to 
the Captains commanding battalions, by 
the regulations now in force since 1786, 
they were in many instances very tena- 
ciousof that authority; whilst the aspiring 
subalterns were restless, and disheartened 
at being precluded from a proper degree 
of intercourse, authority, and considera- 
tion, with the companies to which they 
were yet nominally attached. This state 
of things naturally produced instances of 
P 3 
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trer JUigatroii, jealousy, and discord; and in 
consequence of 6oinc representations imde 
to the Coniinahdcr in Gliicf, his’ Lordship, 
under a strong tmprcssidn of^hc necessity 
for supporting Uuthontj, issued an order 
in the course of this year, directing, that 
as the appointment of subalterns to par- 
ticular companies had given nse to diffe- 
rence of opinion, on thenatnre of the duty 
in that rank,’ it was in future left to the 
discretion of ofHcers commanding Native 
battalions, to employ the subaltern bfHcers 
in the manner that lhc> might think ould 
best promote the gOod of the service 
This latitude was not, in every instance, 
exercised with becoming moderation , and 
in the year 1790, his Lordship found it 
necess'iry by a further order, to observe, 
that understanding thatiii consequence of 
the discretion granted to commanding 
officers of battalions of Sepoys, in 1787, 
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it was the practice in some battalions to us?, 
leave the' European subaltern ofEccrs en- 
tirely .unposted to > companies ; it was 
therefore tiow directed, ‘ that each subal- 
tern ofiBcer in 'a', battalion should be 
attached to distinct’ cbmpanies ; leaving 
it to .commanding officers to post the 
subaltern officers to companies,, in . such 
manner as they .might deem i proper, as 
well as to prescribe the regimental duties 
required of them, as officers attached to 
companies. > i 

A short acquaintance with the Bengal itM 
army satisfied ,the discerning mind of 
Earl Cornwallis,, that the Native soldiery 
possessed every requisite quality of good 
and efficient troops, with the exception of 
one particular, which was yet a desidcra'i 
turn, to overcome their aversion, to sea- 
voyages, in order to .extend. their services 
to other Presidencies and’ parts of India, 
p4 
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mo with the promptitude and facility ^\hlch 
was attainable by isea, instead of the 
protracted period necessarily occupied in 
marching by land, as exemplified during 
the late war, m the instance of the “ two 
Great JDetachmcnts/’-< which marched to 
the relief of the Presidencies of Fort St. 
George and Bombay. 

His Lordship was therefore determined 
to make an expenment for the gradual 
introduction and accomplishment of this 
important object, forwhich an opportunity 
f)resented itself early in this 3 ear. • 

In the month of January, ' dispatches 
were received from Bencoolen, apprising 
the Bengal Government that serious in- 
cursions had been made on some of the 
East India Company’s settlements on the 
north-west I coast oft Sumatra, and repre- 
senting the turgent necessity for a rein- 
forcement of troops from Bengal. Lord 
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Cornwallis immediately signified bis wish ' 
that the three battalions of the 4th brigade, 
then at the Presidency, viz. the,l3t,'the 
30th, ,and the 32d, should furnish four 
companies of, Volunteers, for that service; 
at the same time promising a bounty of 
ten 'rupees^ per man, ito , such as should 
turn out. , , , ‘ 

After the first, surprize occasioned by 
this novel call had somewhat subsided, 
the exhortations of, the commanding, and 
the other European officers, began to pre- 
vail ; and in the course of three or four 
days, a large portion of the requisite num- 
ber of volunteers turned out from the three 
battalions. 

Daily reports of the progress of the 
measure were made to head-quarters, and 
it u as the painful duty of the commanding 
officer of, the 32d battalion to acquaint his 
liordship, that two Snbadars of that corps 
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irw. had been guilty of exerting their influence 
to deter the Sepbyfi from voluntcering.'''' 

Tins ‘unmirranlablc conduct called for 
a' prompt and' seVerc example, and L6rd 
Cornwallis accordingly ordered the 'two 
Subadars to be' dismissed ‘ the service/ in 
front of’ the tlirefe^battallons t paraded ' on 
the occasion ; to have their commissions 
torni their swords broken, and forbid ever 
making their appearance at any station of 
the' array'. - •His ‘'Lordship directed'Mt a£ 
the ‘same time tb'‘be explained '’to' the 
' l^ative troops of the army at' large,- that ’he 
would neverexacf compliances from th^ni 
which might be ’incorisistent ’with*' the 
- tenets of their diflerent religions;^ or with 
the rules of'their respective Icastsr'but 
■ that 'he tru'ste'd,' on-'tbe other" 'hand," he 
should rarely meet with a' criminal' back- 
• hardness 'among any ranks' of the sendee, ' 
to give the proofs that might 'be required 
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of tlieir zeal and fidelity to the interests of irss 
the Honourable Company'. ' ' 

HisjiLordsliip’s tthanks were then ex- 
pressed' to the commanding officers of the 
battalions for their exertions, and to the 
corps' for the' good "disposition they had 
evinced in offering so many volunteers on 
the present expediency of sending a rein- 
forcement to the settlement of Fort Marl- 
borough. 1 ' 

His Lordship then notified, tliat in the 
formation of' the detachment, the whole 
complement of Natixe commissioned and 
non-commissioned officers should be made 
by' promotion, from the most deserving of 
the volunteers. I m tm i '■ ' ,i 

'■ The 'volunteers were retained on the 
returns of their respective battalions ■ as 
supernumeraries, with which they were to 
be re-enrolled on their return from service, 
bn the full pay of their ranks. - ; 
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mo Suflicc.it to say, that by the Imppy 
union of example and encouragement, 
the detachment was speedily completed 
by volunteers, when they were formed into 
four companies, and six European oflicers 
were appointed ; one to command the de- 
tachment, ^i2. Lieutenant (now Major- 
General) M'Cullock; one as Adjutant; 
and one to the command of each of the 
companies. 

A regular Indiamnn was ordered for • 
the conveyance of the troops to Sumatra, 
■with the most rigid instructions to the 
Commander, to render the situation of 
the Sepoys as comfortable as possible 
■whilst on board ; and to prevent any con- 
duct of an offensive natuie whatsoever on 
the part of the seamen towards the troops 
during the voyage. 

The Sepoys superintended the filling of 
their water, the casks of which were all 
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carefully marked ; and tlicy were required 
to state every sort of article they wished 
for, for their diet during the voyage, of 
which an ample supply was provided ac- 
cordingly, at the expense of Government. 
' Although the ten rupees bounty was 
promised to be paid on their embarkation. 
Lord Cornwallis acceded to the request 
of the officers for its being paid before 
they embarked ; and this confidence was 
well requited by the men, the whole 
having remained steady to their purpose, 
and embarked without a single desertion. 

They sailed the end of February, and 
reached Sumatra in about five weeks, 
without a single casually or accident. 
They remained there till the end of Octo- 
ber, and suffered much from sickness. 
‘ The moment Lord Cornwallis received 
accounts that the services of the detach- 
ment were no longer required at Sumatra, 
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ilis Lordship seat orders to Madras fof 
the first Indiaman ^that should arrive 
therefrom Europe, to be sent across the 
Eay^to convey the? detachment' back to 
Bengal. ; They embarked the end ‘of Oc- 
tober, and after a boisterous, tardy voyage, 
reached Calcutta in the course of Decem- 
ber, 1789. . There were 'many casualties 
by death during -the return voyagei^many 
having embarked sick, ^and. the' diet and 
inconveniences of a ship were very advene ^ 
to convalescency. A largerportion of the 
detachment was afflicted on the^ return 
voyage with the night-blindness ; probably 
tOi'^be ascribed to their very •'bad* food* 
(many of them having persevered in eat- 
ing nothing, ’whilst on board, but dry or 
parched peas, or rice,) and to theirreraain- 
ing exposed night and day on the -poop 
and booms; the number of sick below 
having made all who were well enough. 
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prefer staying on deck. 'AVben the volun-< 
teers re-landed, they received a month’s 
pay and- full hatta, as a further gratuity! 
which, was. promised to them when the 
detachment was first formed. ' - lu-i 

i The European officers were gratified by 
the distinguished notice and approbation 
of EarliComwallis, for their careful and 
conciliatory conduct, towards the men, 
during the. expedition. ■ )' 

- As a. further mark of 'the approbation 
of Government, and for the incitement to 
others to follow thei example of ithe Ben- 
coolen Volunteers, the Native officers,'and 
meniwho composed tlie-detachmentj were 
exempted'from-the payment of the duties 
levied on the performance of the rites and 
ceremonies at Gyah, by which all Hindoos 
are expected to do homage to the manes 
of their deceased parents. -> • ■ 

The subject of this little experimental 
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1789 expedition has occupied a larger space 
than the circumstances of it might seem 
to require, in this place : but it is, in fact, 
to be considered as forming a very impor- 
tant epoch in the history of the Natirc 
soldiery of Bengal. Since, however'* it 
may have been swallowed up or forgotten 
in the lapse of time, it is unquestionably 
to be viewed as the origin of the cheerful 
facility with which the Native* troops 
have, on-many successive occasions, vo- 
lunteered their services beyond sea,”) as 
soon as the wishes of Government hnie 
been made hnown to them ; and the mea- 
sures which were adopted on that occasion 
constituted the basis of the rules and re- 
gulations which have since been in\armbly 
adopted on every embarkation of Native 
troops. y' 

It is thercfiwe to the spirit of concilia- 
tion and discernment which was evinced 
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by tlmt great statesman and commander, )'8D 
Lord Cornwallis, with regard to the Native 
soldiery of Bengal, that this important 
point, which was necessary to the perfection 
of their military character and efficiency, 
has been so completely accomjdished. 

In the beginning of the year 1790, noo. 
Tippoo Sultan commenced a war of ag- 
gression against the East India Company, 
by attacking their ally, the Bajah of Tra- 
vancorc ; which afforded an ample field 
for professional emulation to the troops of 
all the Presidencies in India. 

Two companies were now added to each 
battalion of Native infantry in Bengal, 
and the strength of companies was in- 
creased. 

Government resolved'to send si.v batta- 
lions of Native infantry from Bongalj to 
co-Dperate in fne war against flie Suitan 
of Mysore. 

Q 
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1790 . Lord Cornwallis selected the Quartdr- 
Master General Lieutenant-Colonel John 
Cockerell to command the cletachmeht, 
which was assembled accordingly jn the 
month of March* on the banks of the 
Soohan Recka river, and consisted of the 
fbllotving corps The 3d battalion, com- 
manded by Captain Sir Patrick Balfour; 
the 7th, by Captain John Rattray ; tho 
13th, by Captain Norman M'Lcod ; the 
14th, by Captain Archdeacon ; the 26th, 
by Captain Richard Scott j and the 28lhi 
by Captain Scrymgeour. 

Their long march was commenced and 
prosecuted irith all practicable etpcdilion, 
and the detachment reached the scene of 
nction in time to participate in all llic 
nnluous and brilliant operations of the 
nnr. 

It need only be obscn*cd in tlii* place, 
lliat the several corps of the detachment 
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served with distinguished reputation and 
applause throughout the war, and after its 
conclusion the detachraept was ordered 
to canton in the Carnatic, at Saloor Pastt, 
between the Pullicat Ildls, and lake of 
the same name, where it remained during 
the months of June, July, August, and 
September, , 1792 ; awaiting the best sea- 
son for their return-march to Bengal. 

Towards the close of the year 1790, 
Earl Cornwallis resolved to proceed to the 
coast for the purpose of conducting the 
war in person. And his Lordship em- 
braced the occasion for following up the 
experiment which had succeeded so well 
the preceding year, of inducing the Na- 
tive troops to proceed on foreign service 
by sea. The wishes of gov ernment were 
accordingly communicated to a few of the 
battalions which happened to be the near- 
est to the Presidency, tbat two battalions 
O 2 
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1790 of volunteers were rcquiied to be formed 
for service in Mjsore, and to proceed to 
^Madras by sea, Avitli the Commander in 
Chief 

More than the number required soon 
turned out, and the battalions were spee- 
dily formed, and embarked under the 
command of Captain Thomas Welsh and 
Captain Henry Hjndman, who were se- 
lected by the Commander in Chief to 
command the volunteer battalions 

They partook of all the service which 
occurred under his Xordship's personal 
command during the war, and cantoned 
at the close of it with their comrades, the 
other si^ battalions at Saloor Paitt 

On the close of the campaign, by the 
retreat from Seringapatnam about the 
middle of this jear, dispatches were re- 
celled in Bengal, communicating a call 
for 900 volunteer Sepoys to fill up the 



229 

eight battalions serving in Mysore. On )79i 
this being notified to the nine battalions 
nearest at hand, such was the spirit of 
emulation among them, that more than 
the number required soon turned out, 
and were speedily collected at Calcutta, 
whence they embarked with a large por- 
tion of volunteer European officers, on 
board three Indiamen, and reached Ma- 
dras in the course of eight or ten daj s ; 
they thence joined the army in hlysore, 
and were divided among the eight batta- 
lions previous to the opening of the cam- 
paign towards the close of 1791. 

■During this war in Mysore, the Bengal 
battalions were allowed camp-equipage in 
the pioportion of one large tent for each 
company, the Madras corps hai ing been 
previously furnished with tents on that 
scale ; though, as yet, no camp-equipage, 
except a bell-tent for the arms of each 
Q 3 
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i?oi. company, had ever been alJo^red to the 
Native troops on the Bengal establish- 
ment. 

J 792 - 3 . The end of September, i792, the Ben- 
gal detachment commenced its return- 
march from the Carnatic, under the com- 
mand of Lieutenant-Colonel Cockerell, 
and after a*very pleasant march, chiefly 
along the sea-coast, arrived, the ‘end of 
January, 1793> on the banks of the Soo- 
ban Reeka, ^virere the detachment n*as 
dissolved. Tlie whole of the volunteers 
which composed the two baCtah’oftsj as 
well as the supply of 1791i returned to 
their former corps; and the several bat- 
talions proceeded to the stations of their 
respective brigades in Bengal, Bahar, and 
Oude, comprising a progressive march of 
from 1500 to 2000 miles from the canton- 
ment in the Carnatic to the frontier sta- 
tions in Oude. 
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Honorary standards were granted to the 1792- 
six battalions, and medals were conferred 
on all the Native officers and troops who 
had served in Mysore. For Lord Corn- 
wallis’s and Lt. Colonel Cockerell’s thanks 
to the detachment, see Appendix F. 

Leave of absence was granted to all the 
solunteers returned from foreign service 
on more favourable terms than usual, ac- 
cording to the example adopted in the 
instance of the Bencoolcn Volunteers. 

In 1792-3, a detachment of 15 com- 
panies of Native infantry was sent on 
service into the distant provinces of As- 
sam, under the command of Captain 
Thomas Welsh. 

Marquis Cornwallis returned to Bengal 
in August, 1792 ; and in August, 1793, 
bis Lordship again embarked for the 
coast, in consequence of the war with 
France, and after the fall of Pondicherry, 

Q 4 
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1792-3. his Loidship embarked for 'England, 
and iras succeeded in the command of 
the Bengal army by Lieutenant-General 
Sir Robert Abercromby, K. B. in the 
month of October, 1793. 

1794. . In the year 1794, wlnlst the Commander 
in Chief was making a tour of inspection, 
a %iolcnt revolution took place in the 
hitherto happy state of Rampoor in Ro- 
hilkund, which )iad been governed nith 
paternal solicitude by the Newnub Fyzoo- 
lah Khan, since the fall of Ilafiz Rahmut, 
in the year 1774. The recent death of 
Fyzoolah Khan Jed to sanguinary feuds 
and irregular accession to the government, 
among his children; for the suppression 
of which the aid of the British troops was 
required by the I>)rd Paramount of the 
country, the Ncwaiib Vizier. 

The Commander in Chief took tlic field 
at the head of a large force, consisting of 
ten or eleven battaUous of Native infantry, 
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besides the 2d European regiment, two lioi 
small regiments of cat airy, and an ade- 
quate complement of artillery. 

On the 2Gth of October, 179i, the com- 
batants came in siglit of cacb other near 
the tillage of Bmloorab, on the plains of' 
Robilkund, not far from the scene of the 
former Robilla battle, on St. George's day, 
1774 . Tlie enemy pressed forward to offer 
battle ; and in consequence of tlic groat 
extent of ground covered by them, the 
Commander in Chief ordered tlio resorve, 
consisting of the 2d European regiment, 
with ttvo choice battalions of Sepo^ s, t iz. 
the 13th on the right, and the 18th on the 
left, to be brought into the lino, of winch 
those corps became the right wing ; and 
the cat airy were also brought into line, 
forming on the right of the whole. 

XIpon those chosen corps composing the 
reserve, the enemy directed their principal 
attack, and were fast closing with them, 
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94. ■when, by a lamentable fatalit3', ■which to 
this daj’ has never been distinctly ac- 
counted for or understood, the officer 
commanding the cavalry gave the "word of 
command for them to wheel inwards by 
•quarter ranks, or such at least "was the 
movement that took place; the conse- 
quence was, that the^^ broke in lieadlong 
upon the ISth battalion, the ranks of 
which became disordered before the order 
of their gallant leader, Captain Norman 
M‘Leod, to fire upon the cavalry, could 
be executed : the enemy, for whom no- 
thing could possibly have been more fa- 
vourable, rushed in sword in hand, and 
in many instances seized and turned aside 
the bayonets of our troops with one hand, 
whilst they made use of their broad 
swords with the other; and following up 
the impression thus made, thej' penetrated 
in like manner the ranks of the 2d J2uro- 
pcan regiment, and the 18th Battalion, 
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killing and wounding a great number of 1794- 
gallant officei's and men of tliose three 
corps.* Many particulars of that action 
having been accurately stated in the ac- 
count of particular corps, in the preceding 
part of this Narrative, more need not now 
be added, beyond the statement of the 
action which was published at the time, 
and which will be found in the Appen- 
dix G. 

Discipline and united effort having at 
length overcome the display of as much 
individual bravery and prowess as was 
perhaps ever "witnessed ; the enemy re- 
tired, and were pursued, till a convention 
Was agreed on with the principal chiefs 
and relatives of the family — Gholam 
iMahomed, who had assumed the govern- 

• The officer who commanded the cavalry absconded 
lo avoid being brought to trial, which explains the fore- 
going remark, that the cause of the fatal rnovement of 
the cavalry in the battle of Bsetoorah has never been pro- 
perly accounted for.!" ' 
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179* Jnenfc, after murdering ins elder brother, 
ha\ing fled his country, and has since re- 
mained an outlaw The war being thus 
ended, the troops returned to cantonments 
1795 In the course of this yfcar, government 
resolved on sending to Malacca a force 
equal to a battalion of Sepoys , and whe- 
ther induced by the facility with which 
volunteers to proceed by sea had offered 
during the Mysore war, or to avoid what 
may have been viewed as involving some 
additional expense, trouble, and arrange- 
ment in drawing volunteers from different 
corps, it was resolved to make the expe- 
riment of sending a battalion coIIcctivcl> 
on that serv ice * 

The 15th Battalion, commanded by 
Captain X-udovick Grant, was a corps bf 
ver} high clnractcr, and being near at 
hand, the proposition was made to it 
through its commanding^offlccr to volun- 
teer Its services on *1 voyage to ^lalacci 
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The advances of a commanding officer 1795. 
to men under liis command, (and in tlie 
present instance under a rigorous system 
of discipline surpassing most other corps 
in the service,) in wliicli doubtless his own 
feelings were strenuously engaged for the 
distinction which the object in view would 
confer on himself and his cprps, could not 
easily bo resisted by many among •the 
Native officers and men, who may indeed 
have been ready and willing to undertake 
the voyage; whilst the remainder, under 
the influence of persuasion, subordination, 
and diffidence, did not venture to express 
their, dissent. 

. The corps was soon reported to govern- 
ment as being willing to embark, but 
when the time arrived, a spirit of aversion 
.shewed itself, which ended in a most de- 
termined mutiny, and the corps was de- 
clared by government to have been broken 
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1795 With infamy, and its colours burnt,, after 
having been dispersed by another batta- 
lion, the Twenty-ninth, with field-pieces, 
to which the ill-fated Tifteenth had for 
a moment the temerity to oppose itself, 
under arms. 

The conduct of the 29th Battalion, 
commanded by Captain Bradley, was ap- 
plauded by government, as it justly de- 
served, for the steady fidelity and firmness 
which it evinced on thb trying occasion. 

It is doubtless to be regretted that the 
experiment was tried; the minds of the 
Native soldiery at large were not yet suf- 
ficiently matured and reconciled to the 
evils, with nliich they bad been habitually 
accustomed to mcw t>ca-\ oj ages ; and 
thus a fine battalion was annihilated, and 
a stigma cast on the service. The ^ cry, 
number Fifteen was desecrated and or- 
dered to bo left blank in the enumeration 
of Native corps 
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In the bourse of this year government ■ 
resolved that a Native corps, to bo deno- 
minated the Marino Battalion, should be 
raised for the duties of the islands, viz. 
Sumatra, Penang, &c. 

This corps was ordered to consist of 
twelve companies of 100 privates each, 
to be commanded by a Captain, svith 
seven Lieutenants to command the de- 
tached portions of the corps. But the 
European officers were borrowed from 
the corps of the line, from which they 
tvere to be occasionally relieved, and re- 
join their corps. 

Such a corps was highly necessary, and 
soon became essentially useful and ef- 
ficient. The island duties had hitherto 
been performed in a desultory manner, 
and the men, such as they were, remained 
for years in their situations, contracting 
most other habits but those of soldiers. 
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1795. In the same year government likewise 
resolved to re-establish a local corps for 
the duties of the Ramgurh frontier, 
whence the former corps of that descrip- 
tion had been withdrawn into the line, 
during the reductions and changes of. the 
year 1786. 

The Ratngurli Battalion was orderedto 
be raised on the same establishment and 
strength as the battalions of the 'line, as 
far as regarded the Native part; to be 
commanded by a Captain with a few 
European subaltern officers to do duty 
with It, fioin the regulars, as in the case 
of the Marine Battalion. 

This has since proved a highly service- 
able and meritonous corps, and has been 
augmented, as will be noticed hereafter. 

In this year Iikcaisc, a corps of Native 
Militia was ordered to be raised for the 
judicial and commercial duties of Cal- 



cutta and the adjcccnt districts,' It -was 1795. 
placed in the first instance under tlieTown 
Major, and consisted of eight companies 
of ninety privates. It has subsequently 
been augmented to sixteen or more com- 
panies of one hundred privates each, and 
proves a very useful auxiliary body of 
troops, by which the regulars are relieved 
from a variety of irksome and harassing 
duties. 

It is now commanded by an officer of 
any rank who may be favoured with the 
patronage of the Governor-General, w ith 
one other European officer, who performs 
the duty of Adjutant to the corps. 

We are now arrived at the year 1796, 1796 
which forms an important epoch in the 
history of the East India Company’s 
army. 

, By the regulations then, adopted, with 
the \ iew, among other points, of amehora- 



1796 tion and improvement m the situation of 
the European officers, that of gumg to 
them an increased degree of promotion 
and rank, caused a total reformation of 
the Native corps, in regard to the system 
of authont), interior economy, and pn)- 
ment of the troops 

The whole Native Infantry Establish- 
ment was condensed into twche unwieldy 
regiments, of two battalions each , each 
battalion consisting of ten companies, 
(two grenadier, and eight battalion com- 
panies,) and each company of ti\o Natne 
commissioned, ten non commissioned offi- 
cers, and eighty pnvates, as a peace estab- 
lishment and the complement of Euro- 
pean officers was fixed at one colonel, two 
lieutenant-colonels, two majors, se\cn cap- 
tains, one captam-licutcnant, twentj-two 
lieutenants, and ten ensigns, to each regi- 
ment And thenceforward the principle 
of regimental rank, and promotion (to the 
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rank of Major, inclusive) was adopted i79G- 
throughont 'the Honourable Company’s 
army. 

The field officers, captains, and the re- 
quisite proportion of Lieutenants, were 
appointed to command the companies. 

The payment of the men ^Yas expressly 
confided to' the officers commanding com- 
panies respectively, who were declared to 
be invested with the same authority as is 
exercised by captains in command of 
companies, in European corps. 

‘ Monthly muster rolls, and correspond- 
ing pay abstracts, were directed to be pre- 
pared by the officers commanding com- 
panies. A pay-hawuldar, corresponding 
to pay-serjeant, was allowed to each com- 
pany ; and on every issue of pay, acquit- 
tance rolls, signed by e\ery individual of 
each company, in testimony of having re- 
ceived his full and just demands, were 


Its 
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170(1 ordered to be delivered to the commfind- 
ing officer of the battalion, by whom they 
are laid before the commanding officer of 
the regmient, and then lodged as records 
in the regimental office. 

The Staff appointment of Native Adju- 
tant was abolished. An European Ad- 
jutant was appointed to each battalion, 
and an Adjutant and Quaitcr-Mastcr, in 
one person, to each regiment * All pro- 
motion of Native commissioned, and non- 
commissioned officers, was ordered to be 
published in regimental orders. The re- 
commendation for non-commissioned, to 
proceed from the officers commanding 
companies ; and of commissioned officers, 


* 'ITic appomlraeot of A^utant diic) Quarter-Master to 
each regiment has been recently abolished, and in heu 
Uiertof, an additional stafT officer lias been appointed to 
each haltahon, under ibe dmomiMiton of Interpreter, srho 
u likewise to perform the duties of Quarter.>Iastcr 
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from ttc officer commanding each bat- 179(5- 
talion. 

The enlisting of recruits was vested in 
the officer Commanding the battalion, 
subject to the approval of the Colonel 
Commandant, or officer commanding the 
regiment, when present. 

The men are enlisted under a declaration 
to bd explained to them at the time, for 
three years j after which they may apply 
for, and obtain their discharge, on two 
months* notice, except in time of war j but 
no bounty, nor other form of renewal lakes 
place, whatever may be the number of 
years they may continue to serve *. neither 
is there any bounty, or other pecuniary 
incitement, in the first instance. 

An oath of fidelity, obedience, &c. is 
likewise directed to be administered to 
each recruit, in front of the colours ; (a very 
salutary measure, which it is feared has 
R 3 
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17QG. fallen into disuse,) and certain articles off 
•\var are likewise ordered to be read and) 
explained to the recruits at the same time. 

^ "SVIicn the regulations of 1781 were pro- 
mulgated, it was then ordered, for the first 
time it is believed, that an abstract of the 
Articles of AVar relating to Mutiny and De- 
sertion should be translated into Persian 
and Hindoostance, and be read and ex- 
plained once a month to the Native troops. 

A revised and enlarged abstract and 
translation was now printed in the English, 
Persian, and Nagree characters, to uhich 
the form of the oath, and declaration 
abovementioned, was subjoined. Copies 
were sent to every corps, with orders that 
the Native officers and men.should make 
themselves thoroughly acquainted with the 
rules and ordinances by which thej' are 
governed. 

The power of granting lea\e of absence 
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was now likewise vested in commanding 1790 
officers of regiments only, wlien present ; 
in the case of battalions, or detachments 
separated from the Head-Quarters, the 
commanding officers of battalions and de- 
tachments hav e that power: in cither case, 
the application and consequent selection 
of men for that indulgence, (\i hich is one 
of very high gratification to the Native 
troops, to visit their families,) originates 
with the officers commanding companies. 

It may bo proper m this place, to say 
a few words on the sj stem of jurisprudence 
by which the Native troops are governed. 

The Native commissioned officere are 
tried by General Courts-Martial, com- 
posed of Native commissioned officers, at 
which interpreters are employed. The 
Court, interpreter, witnesses, and Judge 
Advocate, are all sworn, according to 
the forms of their respective religions : 
a 4 
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J79G the proceedings are conducted and re- 
corded by the Judge Ad\ocate-GeneraI, 
or one of his Deputies, as usual at Euro- 
pean General Courts-Martial 

^on-commissioned officers and pnvates 
are tried, for minor offences, b;> minor 
Courts-Martial, viz regimental, battalion, 
detachment, &c which are likewise com- 
posed of Native commissioned officers, 
with an European subaltern officer, deno- 
minated the Superintending Officer, for 
recording the proceedings * At these 
ulso, the parties are now all sworn, since 
the same course was adopted for his Ma- 
jesty^s service ! 

General Courts-Martial were formerly 
held under the autbonty of Colonels com- 


* In furllier peifectwnof this system, an interpreter, 
in ibc person of an European subaltern oiUccr, I as, since 
the )car 1814, been cstablulied as a permanent staff nitli 
every ISatiic corps m the service 
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manding Brigades, but are now only bold 
under the warrant and authority of the 
Commander in Chief. 

Other Courts-Martial were held by 
authority of officers commanding corps, 
detachments, &c. and approved by the 
same authority ; thej’ possessed the pou ct 
^of dismissing, or inflicting corporal pu* 
nishment, &c. over all non-commissioned 
officers and pfnates. 

The regulations of 1796 directed, that 
at the head-quarters of each regiment, 
none other than Regimental Courts-Mar- 
tial should be held, but in the case of 
battalions, or parts of battalions, being 
detached. Battalion and Detachment 
Courts-Martial are authorized. ^But by 
those regulations it was further directed, 
that neither commissioned, non-commis- 
sioned officers, nor privates, should be dis- 
missed by the sentence of any other than 
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1796. a General Court-Martial. A power, how- 
ever, was continued to commanding officers 
of regiments to dismiss Sepoys who, i from 
misconduct or otlier cause, should be 
deemed unfit for the service, c « <• 
Perhaps it would have been better, that 
the power of dismissing privates, at' all 
events, should still have been ‘continued^ 
to Regimental, Battalion, and Detach- 
ment Courts-Martial, instead of throwing 
.the odium of such measure on the com- 
manding officer’s personal > e.'sercisc ' of 
'authority: besides, that courts-martial be- 
ing precluded from that generally best and 
most salutary course, aie obliged to have 
recourse to the alternative .''of corporal 
punishment, the frequency ofiwhicli is to 
be deprecated with any troops, but espe- 
cially so with reference to the mild, Orderly, 
and tractable conduct of- the Native sol-- 
diery of Bengal. . . 
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The fitness, or suitabiUty of the general I79G- 
principles of military arrangement eom- 
prized in the regulations of 1796, will not 
probably be questioned; but it isito be 
obserred, that the practical operation of 
them is rendered nugatory in* a very im- 
portant point, by the operation of the col- 
lateral rules of the service. Under the 
previous system, all the officers who were 
attached to corps were always present and 
effective with them, (cases of sickness ex- 
cepted,) but especially those m whose in- 
dividual hands the powers of authority and 
command were vested, and which was 
accordingly not liable to fluctuation or 
change. "Whenever officers returned to 
Europe, which, however, but seldom hap- 
pened, they resigned the service, and all 
officers employed as staff, and in every 
situation whatsoever, out of the line o 
their regimental duty, were invanabb 
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1796* Struck off the strength of corps, and 
their places were immediatelj supplied 
by others. 

Under the present arrangement, the pro-* 
portion of field officers and captains, bemg 
those in ivhom the exercise and responsi-' 
bility of authority and controul are essen-* 
tially reposed, is that of t\relve to twenty 
companies yet small as even this number 
js, were they actually retained fox' the du- 
ties of their corps, the theory and the 
practice would be somewhat assimilated > 
but the whole of the staff of the govern- 
ment, and of the army, inclusive of a heavy 
commissariat, with the numcrouS^ officers on 
furlough in Europe, and those employed 
with locdl corps, and in all other situations 
whatsoever, are borne on the strength, as 
componentparts of companies and corps, — • 
So the result is, that a very small portion of 
field officers and captains remains for the 
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duties of the corps ;* companies arc conse- 1795- 
qucntly, for the most part, m the charge 
of subalterns, temporarily, and changing, 
according to their occasional standing, 
under the course of events ; and thus 
often devolving to the hands of very 
joungofBcers, whose professional, nor local 
acquirements, may not Imv e at all qua- 
lified them for such a situation of autho- 
nty, over men to whose character, lan- 
guage, and habits, they ate yet more or 
less strangers. 

Divided authority too, at best, is ill 
understood, or conformed to, by the peo- 
ple of India , and perhaps it may very 
fairly be doubted, whether the reformation 
introduced by the regulations of 1795, has 
tended generally to improve the condition 


* Under all those circumstances, it lias often happened 
fAaf I'fie olffeers of aff nu&s, present ^\ilh tfieir corps, are 
not la the proportiou of ooe to each company 



of the Native soldiery, as it regards their 
satisfaction, contentment, and attachment 
to the service ; or \\hcthcr they ^erc not 
better satisfied, upon the whole, under the 
old patriarchal system of battalions, com- 
manded by a captain, who ivas always an 
old officer, experienced in the language, 
customs, and feelings of the men, which 
being duly appreciated, never failed to 
■secure respect for authority, and mutual 
attachment. But it must be remembered, 
that this becoming consideration for the 
character and military virtues of the troops 
requires a progressive course of fellowship 
and intercourse for its basis. 

Other causes are also to be found for 
a diminished attachment to the service, 
or rather of the disposition, to enter into 
it, which formerly prevailed amongst the 
most suitable classes of the community. 

That such a diminution has taken place. 



there seems little room to doubt. The 17DG- 
iraproved condition of their landed pro- 
perty, and the securit 3 * under which they 
enjoy their property in the various pur- 
suits and avocations of life, may very na- 
turally have produced such a tendency. 

2dly, The harassing, and often offensive 
duties, on which the regulars have of late 
years been employed, in the situation 
which more properly belongs to provincial 
corps uud police establishments ; in guard- 
ing jails, attending convicts on tlie roads, 
or from morning till night in the courts 
during the trial of prisoners, with a variety 
of other calls to which they arc liable 
when employed at civil stations, more 
especially in the ceded and conquered 
provinces, as well as Benares, where the 
pressure of such duties has often pre- 
cluded the annual indulgence of furlough 
to visit their families' than Vliich the 'Ka- 



J79G. live troops enjoy no higher gratification— 
these circumstances may no doubt be 
TCckoTicd on as having likc^vise conin-' 
buted to suclt a result ; so irksome and 
laborious dp such duties often prove, that 
so far from a state of peace being a state 
of comparativ c repose, it is quite the re- 
versej a Maliaratta war, or, other arduous 
campaign, is a jubilee to them, compared 
with the degrading turmoil of such ano- 
malous employment. 

Jt is true, that modifications have at 
different times been obtained with regard 
to some of the most*qffensive duties allud- 
ed to, when their feelings could no longer 
endure the impolitic and malevolent de- 
gradation to which they were exposed ; 
but the regret is, that they ever should 
have been required — for the impression 
thus made may, as to the effect in ques- 
tion, never be effaced. 
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A further cause-may be stated/^and that iTflO- 

a very material one also, in the minds of 

those : concerned.' In former ' times, the 

inen'and their families derived a considcr- 
, -s , , 

able degree of consequence! from - some' 
members of the family being in the mili-' 
tary service of the company ;Bahadoor,' 
with- this further advantage, that in any 
case of litigation, injustice, or reference in 
regard to their agricultural, or' other-do- 
mestic concerns, the -influence or ednsi- 
deration derived tom their situation al- 
ways proved- gratifying, and generally led 
to a;prompt hearing and decision, without- 
being obliged to wait indefinite and often 
very protracted periods of time, under the- 
more tardy forms of -judicial procedure 
which have of late years prevailed. -- -• 

Thus the Sepoy has lost all the advan- 
tages, or gratification of that -description 
which he before enjoyed, and with them, 
s 



258 


1796 . perhaps, some portion of his respect for 
the character or consequence of his offi- 
cers,! who formerly, by letters of applica- 
tion (now interdicted by an ordinance of 
the Local Government) to the civil autho- 
rities, generally obtained some favourable 
consideration toward .those under their 
command, when the domestTc concerns of 
the Native officers orjmen required anyj 
such reference.! .Noriwill they sooniforget* 
the indignity oQered in some instances to 
their European officers, and to themselies,/ 
by the civil process of. summons or, arrest- 
having been executed. within the limits of 
their camporcantonments, on individuals! 
against whom complaiDtSfinay have been 
preferred, without the obsen'ance of any 
form of lequisition, &c. to the command- 
ing officer. i j 1 1- f* 

It may be furtlier observed, ihatnin 
times past the Native commissioned offi- 
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cers,. especially tlie Subadars at the head 1705 
of companies, possessed more authority 
and influence than they now do with their 
respective companies, in 'proportion as 
they were more employed," instead of 
European officers. ' ’ ‘‘ 

This consequence has further resulted'' 
from the change rin the interior economy 
of the corps, by •which the more imhiediate 
interference in the controul and manage- 
ment ofHhe companies is vested in 'the' 
hands of the 'European officers by whom 
they are commanded and paid f ' the 
routine duties of the pay and ' ohderly' 
hawuldars of companies, bale necessarily 
absorbed in a material degree the constant- 
intercourse between the companies and' 
the officers commanding them, of which' 
the Subadars and the Native Adjutant 
were formerly the'iink of' communication 
with the officer commanding the battalion : 
s 2 
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1796. and h’chcc, perhaps, lias arisen a degree of 
apathy and indifference on the part of the 
Native officers, especially those ^vho hare 
attained' their highest‘'rank,'- which 'may ‘ 
'more or less pcn’ade the whole’ machine; 
by tlic baneful infiuence'’6r example.’ ’ ■ • 

• But'it is time^ to 'proceed iviththc nar- 
rative of the further 'services of* corps; 
from the formation ’of twelve regiments in 
1796, down to the present' periddl' 

I79G-7. '^Sodn after'- the fcgirnehls Tvere foraied; 

. as 'described -in the preceding 'narra'ti\^e, 
government resolved 'on -sending'^a force 
towards Hydrabad, whca the‘4th’and 
fegiinents; augmented' by - drafts' to* 1800 
privates each,' were’ ordered for that dutyi 
■under the' "command - of 'TMajor-General 
Erskine, and tKe 'detachraent'comrrienced 
its 'march from Mednapore early in 2797.‘ 
On that occasion, a regular supply of carnp 
equipage-was for the first" time granted .to 



the Native troops of Bengal ; a measure 1790 - 7 . 
for which ive may conclude they ivere 
primarily indebted to the humane dispo- 
sition of General Sir Robert Abcrcromby, 
who lias the Commander in Chief at the 
time : and thenceforward camp equipage, 
consisting of light portable sort of tents, 
was allotted to the whole of the Native 
arm) , — that is, for the use of the troops 
■when encamped and marching. NO(C\- 
pense ,is incurred by government for 
their accommodation, in any other situa- 
tion whatsoever. 

..The paj of jthe Native troops has not 
undergone any alteration for, a long course 
of years. The , private , Sepoy receives 
seven rupees per month in all stationary 
situations, and eight rupees and a half 
when marching, or in the field ; exclusive 
of half a rupee ,per month, allotted to the 
off-reckoning fund, for which they receive 
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1795-7. one' coat, ^ and ^ ’nothing more,' annually. 
From Uhat’ allowance;' with which, gene- 

• rally speaking, ‘they are veiy well satisfied, 
■they ' not/only'i'provide themselves with 
cevery thing they'require for YcTod and rai- 
ment in all situatidns,*l3ut’ they also erefct 
cantdnmehts^for themselves' imall station- 
ary situations, -at their'own expense ; and 
moreover,' there are but few'amongst them 
who'*do nbt’m'ake -considerable savings 
from their ‘pay'-in the course of the year, 
^7hich they carry or rcmitto their families, 
for their general Jmaintendnce and comforti 
Indeed; such is -the* beneficence of '.their 
character in this respect, that when they 
proceed on foreign service, an extensive 
official - arrangement us adopted i ’ on* the 
part ‘of Jgovcmment/’ for remitting :'td'thc 
families and- fconuections of the ''Native 

• soldiery, 'a handsome portion of thcirpay 
r during their abscnce.xJn* 
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It is further due to,tl\eir exemplary 179G-'. 
character and conduct to istate, that it 
is not to their wives and children only 
that they make sueh appropriation of a 
larger part" of their income; in regard to 
them it can only he viewed as conforming 
to an indispensable obligation. But a 
large portion of the i men who have no 
such ties, voluntarily and cheerfully con- 
tribute, ih ithe manner described, to the 
support of their aged parents, or other 
more needy relations. Nay, government 
has been obliged to interpose its authority 
for restricting the 'portion of pay which 
the men might .assign to their families 
whilst on foreign service, in order to ob- 
viate the want dnd inconveniences to 
which they were otherwise liable to ex- 
pose themselves in those situations. , 

IVhilst actually on board ship, and in 
that situation only, their provisions arc 
s 4 





179C-”. supplied at the expense of government, a 
measure* Trhich tras. adopted jin the first 
instance as an encouragement and reward 
Jo,thcm^fo^ volunteering .on such service, 
and A\hich .it.has been found equitable 
and expedient to continue to.them, asa 
sort of bounty and compensation for the 
great privations and ^ inconveniences to 
which, as contrasted with their usual ’ha- 
bits of diet, cleanliness, and comfort, they 
are unavoidably exposed while* on board 
ship. , ' ’ . , ^ 

1707- In the month of March this year, Lieu- 
tenant-General Sir Alured Clarhe ^suc- 
cceded to tlie office-of Commander in 
Chief. . , j s f ' . 

Early in this year, ananvasion of the 
Upper .^Provinces was. threatened by the 
forces ofZemaim Shab,^KiDg,of Cabool.' 
All the troops that could’be collectedron 
Jhat.frontier took the field under Major- 
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General "Charles Morgan, and ^ all tlie J797. 
Native corps were in consequence tfug- 
taentdd ' to ajwar-cstabUsUmcnt .by. the 
addition of ten privates per_ company. 
Zemaun Shah, however, .did not advance 
farther ithan Lahore; and when ho re- 
passed the Indus, i the itroops returned to 
Cantonments.", j. i ■ ; • 

■ In the month of November, two regi- 
ments of Native infantry were added to 
the establishment,- and .. were numbered 
the ISth and 14th regiments. . The 13th 
was raised in the province of Benares, ’ 
and the 14th in the province of Bahar. 

/' In this year the 4th regiment returned 
from the Northern Circars to Bengal. 

The 10th regiment proceeded to Hydra- 
bad, from whence, in 1799, it marched to 
Seringapatnam , . and participated in the 
short and brilliant campaign which put 
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1 Y 08 . an end' to the sovereignty of the race of 
HydcrAiJy»‘ 

The regiment then returned to itydra- 
bad, and in the year 1800 marched across 
the continent by the 'route of 'Berar* 
Bopal, &c. to Cawnpoore, where it arrived 
after an ^absence from ‘ the^ Bengab'pro- 
vinccs of ' three >and a half years. The 
approbation and ' thanks ^of 'govemment 
were' expressed in General Orders for the 
exemplary ^ conduct ofjthis distinguished 
regiment during its absence on foreign 
service, and honoraiy medals were granted 
to all 'the Native commissioned, non-com- 
missioned officers, and private Sepoys' of 
the^ two battalions composing the ‘10th 
regiment, 

To^vardsthe close of 1798, govemment 
called ilpon all the Native corps of the 
army for a body o'f volunteers to the 'ex- 
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tent of 3000 rank and file, for tlic pur- 1798- 
pose of proceeding on service to 'the 
coast of Coromandel by sea. ' 

The 'usual inducements of. promotion 
to he' made from the volunteers, for the 
complement lof commissioned and non- 
commissioned officers required for the 
corps into which they were to bo formed, 
together with ^tho 'bounty of one month's 
pay each, were,' accordingi to former pre- 
cedent, held forth' on the present occa- 
sion. , \ 

Tlic requisite number of volunteers were 
speedily assembled! at the Presidency, 
where , they were formed into three bat- 
talions of ten companies each, and ’each 
company of ninety privates, ton non-com- 
missioned, and two Native commissioned 
officers. Captains "Matcotm, Tetley, and 
Burrell, were appointed to command the 
three volunteer battalions, which era- 



268 


I/D'* b'lrlvcd in December, and proceeded to 
Madras under the command of Major- 
General Popham {I '' i 

, They joined the armjr'^rhicb i\as in the 
field preparing to invade Mjsore under 
General Harns,»;and with their comrades 
of the 10th regiment shared in the capture 
of Senngapatnara Those coips were 
afterwards employed under Colonel Wel- 
lesley, the present illustrious Duke of 
Wellington, on the northern frontier of 
Mysore m subjugating refractory chiefs 
who remained in arms after the fall! of 
Tippoo and hi« capital 

The Volunteer Battalions marched back 
by the route of the Northern Circars, and 
reached BengaUin August, ISOO, where 
they were honoured with the expression 
m General Orders of the ** cordial appro- 
“ bation of government for the distin- 
guished services rendered to the British 
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“ empire in India by the European and 
“ Native I officers and privates; of those 
“ gaiiant and meritorious corps during 
“ the late arduous crisis of public affairs.” 

, Honorary medals were likewise con- • 
ferred on all tlie. Native commissioned," 
uon-cominissioncd; officers, and 'privates 
of Ibc three Volunteer 'Battalions, who 
wore then incorporated as the foundation 
of two new regiments oni the establish- 
ment, as will be hereafter noticed, in. tho' 
order of time;, on which occasion the 
Commander in Chief,' SiriAlured Clarke, 
was pleased. to direct,. that in order to 
perpetuate the - glory acquired b^’ the 
Volunteers, each .battalion tof, ther new, 
regiments i(the 18th and 19 th) should bear 
in the^upper canton of their regimental 
colour,' an embroidered radiant star, en- 
rintlicfi w'lt'n -t'ue words 'Bengal V o’ron- 
teers.’,’. 


17DB. 
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1703 Towards tbc close of the year 179S 
another regiment was ordered to be raised 
in the province of Bahar, and to be num- 
bered the rifte6nth, a 'corps, Which, as 
will be seen in the sequel, soon redeemed 
the blot which former misfortunes of the 
senicb^had cast over that number, and 
fully justified tho measure of consigning 
the Stigma to oblivion by authorizing its 
readmission m the numerical atrangement 
of the army* 

In December, 1798, two more regi- 
ments were added to the establishment,' 
and numbered the l6th and 17th "The 
battalions for those regiments^'were raised 
at Juanpoor, Buringong, Gya, and Dana- 
poore "When the ISth, 14th, and 15th re- 
giments were raided, ISO old Sepoys were 
drafted as a foundation for each battalion 
of the new regiments, and those men were ’ 
equally dWided between the ten compa- 
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Dies,- and supplied allivacancics for rion- .ITQS- 
eommissioned officers until the whole 
were promoted. ■■ i. • • ' - 

-rThis salutary measure appears .to have 
been omitted in the present, and all sub- 
sequent-instances of corps being added to 
die establishment. Such a- foundation, 
however, , was doubtless_ ,very . desirable, 
not only for training the, levies, but also 
for. supplying , vacancies of non-comniisj, 
sioned officers, prospectively, , until , the. 
corps should .be at sufficient maturity to 
justify promotion in, those classes, froiq 
the menienteitained on-.tbe formation , of 
the regiments. , , a ‘ ; . 

Tire complement of Native commis- 
sioned ,and non-commissioned officers was 
always . supplied iby, drafts from all the 
Native corps of the army by promotion in 
every rank. ' o' , . ' 

. Two non-commissioned officers -and 
fifteen privates were this year a'dded to 
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17D8* each of the) ten companies 'of the Ranl- 
gurh battalion. ^ < t 

1800. In May, 1800, the three battalions' of 
Volunteers' returned from service in iMy- 
sore, and )werc formed into the 18th and 
19 th regiments on the regular establish- 
ment of the army, and to complete those 
neiv. formed legiments, men from > the 
corps disbanded by the Newaub Vizier, 
were authoiized to be entertained. The 
’men of the l9th regiment still wear a fea- 
ther m their caps (tuibans) as a badge of 
their honourable origin as volunteers. The 
18th declined the option of doing so like- 
wise. 

Toward tlie close of this year, the 
Governor-General, 'hlarquis "Wellesley, 
ordered a division of the Indian army to 
embark for Egypt under General Sir 
David Baird, for the purpose of co-ope- 
rating with the army from Bntain in the 
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attack of the French forces on the banks JSOO 
of the Nile. 

A battalion of Bengal Sepoy volunteers ' 
constituted a part of that force, and 
sailed from Bengal in December, 1800, 
under the command of Major (now Major- 
General) E. S. Broughton. 

All the ships in which the battalion 
embarked 'did not, owing to stress of wea- 
ther, teach the port of Cosseir in the Bed 
Sea, where the troops from India disem- 
barked. But a portion of the corps par- 
ticipated in the honour of passing the 
Desert under Sir David Baird, and join- 
• ing the British army on the shores of the 
hlediterranean. 

In the month of March, 1801, Lieute- iboi, 
nant-General Gerard Lake succeeded to 
the office of Commander in Chief in 
India. 

Another Volunteer Battalion of Se- 
T 



I80l! tpoys' embarked this .'.year under’ Captain 
McLean, and 'proceeded to Bombay/ in- 
■tended probably to co-operate 'with the 
troops in 'Egypt, bad the war > been pro- 
.tracted in that^cbuntryi 'I.'’- fisoi? 

• i.jThe';lst and: 2 d battalions 'of the^dth 
regiment were employed under- the com- 
mand of Colonel Madey'in the i hilly mnd 
jungly district ofGumsoor,')in the vicinity 
of Ganjam,' >under;.the 'igovemmcnt 'ibf 
Madras.' On tliafservice the troops were 
engaged in very harassing warfare,' and 
-suffered '.great sickness, ''in' subduing’ a 
-spirit of-irevolt which had broken oiit in 
.'that quarter.', i n t ' 'i t? .r ' . : i 

Hitherto no -regular systcmr;had ’be'en 
adopted with tlics.Kative- troops ifor the 
■duties. ofi light infantry,' iharksmcn,''ior 
sharp. shootereiM.cBotlr the flank compa- 
nies in every Native battalion have always 
been grenadiers: but the -warfare in' Eu- 
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Topc, more especially since the Prench isoi. 
Revolution, having proved the great uti- 
lity of light infantry’ troops on all occa- 
sions of service, Major-General the Ho- 
nourable Frederick St. John being one of 
His Majesty’s general oflScers on the staff 
m Bengal, and consequently in command 
of one of the principal divisions of the 
army under that Presidency, introduced 
the measure -with all the corps under his 
command of causing ten men to be se- 
lected .from each company, who were 
trained ms light infantry and marksmen, 
and were denominated sharp-shooters. 

Those men still continued on the strength 
of their respective companies, but con- 
stituted an eleventh company, as it were, 
whcne'ver called out to act separately as 
light infantry or marksmen, leaving the 
battalion formation of ten companies for 
field practice, or service, undisturbed. 

T 2 
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1801 . On a march they were always thrown out 
by signal as flankers. , i 

This excellent improvement "^as highly 
approved by the Commander in Chiefs 
Geneial Lake, who, on a plan being 
presented to him for forming a rifle’eorps 
of Native troops, observed, with reference 
to the above arrangement, that he thought 
it a more eligible plan, and meant to 
adopt it for the whole army;, and which 
was soon afterwards ordered accordingly. 

About the middle of this year the Com- 
mander in Cliief proceeded on a tour of 
inspection, and flxed his head-quarters at 
the field station of Cawnpoore. * 

The Marine Battalion, which nas 
formed m 1795 for tlic .duties of the 
islands, was this year formed into a regi- 
ment on the same establishment as the 
regiments of the line, and was denomi- 
nated the 20th, or Marine Bcginicnt 
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About tbe middle' of this year the two 
Volunteer Battalions returned from Egypt 
and Bombay; rvlien a trimming reduc- 
tion took place in the strength of the 
Native corps — from 00 privates per 
company they were reduced to 70 ! thus 
occasioning the discharge of 400 men 
from each regiment, or an aggregate of 
nearly 8000 from the service. The number 
of non-comtnissioncd officers in each 
company was likewise Tcdxiced from ten 
to eight. ‘ 

The volunteers from Egypt were per- 
mitted to make choice of the corps they 
wished to join ; the Hindoos were de- 
clared exempt from the duties levied on 
the performance of Iheir religious cere- 
monies at Gyah, and honorary medals were 
conferred on all the Native officers, non- 
commissioned, and privates, who had vo- 
lunteered on that occasion. ' 

T 3 
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1602. In the course of this year tlie Com- 
mander in Chief directed that the ha^^^ll- 
dars.of the Native corps should be armed 
with pikes instead of muskets*. They were 
likewise ordered to wear pantaloons^ and 
sashes, ' and in all respects to conform' 
to the situation of seijeants in European 
corps, instead of being included, as here- 
tofore; amongst the rank and file. 

1603. Early' in, this year a large force was 

called into the field in consequence of 
some of the chiefs of districts in the upper 
part of the Dooaub, recently ceded by 
the iNcwaub '\^i 2 icr, having refused, to 
conform to Uhe regulations and authority 
3 f the Honourable Company's adinmistra- 
tion.- _ \ ' 

The fort'offSaussnie was first attacked, 
and an a^tcnijit to carry it by storm having 
failed, the Comrnander in Cljicf, who was 
then at Kiuoujc' superintending the ’disci- 
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plme of tlic corps of cavalry, which had isoj 
been drawn together for that purpose, 
repaired m person to conduct the opera- 
tions of the troops in the field The 
strong forts of Saussme, Bidgygurh, and 
Cutchoura, ivcro speedily subdued, and 
the authority of government established 
over those new possessions The 1st Bat- 
talion 2d, 1st Battalion 8th, the 1st and 
2d of the 12th, and 2d of the loth, uore 
employed on that senicc, and acquitted 
themselves highly to the Commander in 
Chief's satisfaction 

About the middle of the year 1803, a 
general Maharatta war took place, in the 
course of which most of the Native corps 
of the army had an opportunity of parti- 
cipating, in a more extensile degree than 
had before offered to the Bengal army 
All the corps were augmented to a war 
establishment of 10 non-commissioned 
T 4 
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iBOS officers and gO privates per company. In 
the month of July the 21st regiment iras 
ordeicd to be raised, one battalion at 
I’uttehgurh, and the other at Cawnpoore. 
And in November two more regiments 
■were added to the establishment The 
22d was ordered to be raised at Fiitteh- 
gurh, and the 23d at Cannpoore. 

In the month of August the Commander 
in Chief took the field by ad\ ancing from 
Cawnpoore towards the Maharatla fron- 
tier m the Dooaub. 

Sekundra was the place of rendezious 
of corps, wliere the army was brigaded, 
and formed in order of battle 

The corps which firet took the field with 
the Commander in Chief ■were as follows ' 
1st and 2d Battalions . 2d Begt. 

1st and 2d do. . . 4tli do 
2d Battalion . . . 12th do. 

1st do . ... 14th do. 
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1st and 2d Battalions . loth Regt. 

4 companies, 2d Bn. . 17th do. 

; On the 29th of August the anny entered 
the Maharatta territory, and after being 
slightly opposed by a large body of horse, 
encamped npar the city of Coel. 

In the month of September five compa- 
nies of the 1st Battalion 11th regiment, 
Tvhich were stationed in the cantonments 
at Shekoabad, were attacked by a large 
body of the enemy’s horse, under a Prench 
officer, which had retired from Coel on 
the approach of the British army; this 
small body of infantry, with one gun, de- 
fended themselves with such effect during 
a whole day, as to induce the enemy to 
withdraw from the attack. But having 
.returned the next day in greater force, the 
infantry retired into the town of Sheko- 
abad, and ultimately the commanding 
officer was obliged to sign a convention 
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1803 for the troops under his command not to 
serve during the war On those terms 
they were permitted to march away with 
their arms, gun, and private property, 
and the detachment was accordingly or- 
dered to a situation in the interior during 
the remainder of the war with Scendiah 
On the 4th of September the fortiess of 
Allygurh was earned by assault The 1st 
battalion of the 4tli, and the four compa- 
nies of the 17th were the Native troops 
engaged m that arduous cnterprize 
The army advancing touards Delily was 
met on the left bank pf theJumm, nnd 
in sight of the imperial city, on the 11 th 
of September, liy the enemy s brigades of 
infantry, some cavalry, and a very numc- 
Tous and well ciinipped tram of artillery 
The particulars of that important day, on 
vvlnch upwards of 70 pieces of excellent 
ordnance were captured, need not be re- 
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peated ia tins place : suffice it to say, that 1803. 
the corps of Native infantry, which were 
engaged on the memorable occasion, were 
the 2d of the 4th, 2d of the 12th, 2d of the 
I5th, 1st of the 15th, 2d ofthe2d,lstDfthe 
l4th, and dst of tl^2d legiments, and ho- 
norary standards were conferred on each 
of those corps, as well as on the 2d of the 
17th, of which four companies were also , 
in the action ; ** in lestimony*of the pe- 
** culiar honoi^r acquired by the army on 
“ that occasion.” The 1st of the 4th 
likewise received an honorary standard 
for its good conduct in the assault of 
Allygurh, and an extm jemadar was 
authorized for carrying the honorary 
. standard of each of those corps. 

After passing the Jumna, and halting 
some days at Dehly, the army moved 
towards Agra, having been intermediately 
joined by the 1st Battalion of the 12th, 
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1803 the 2d of the 8th, 2d of the 9th, and sis 
companies of the 2d Battalion l6th Native 
infantry. 

On the 10th of October, the sis com- 
panies of the l6th, the 1st of the 12tli, 
and 2d of the 9th were employed to seize 
the city of Agca^ whilst the Ist of tJie 
14th, and 1st and 2d Battalions of the 
lotli were ordered to attack the enemy’s 
infantry and guns among the raMueS 
under tiic guns of the fortress 

Those services were successfully per- 
formed, and all the officers and troops 
employed were honoured with the er- 
pression of the Commander in Chiefs ap- 
probation and thanks m General Orders 
The siege was then commenced Mith ^ 
A igour, and on the 18th of October, the 
important idrtrcss of Agra, denominated 
the Key of Ilindostan, surrendered b) 
capitulation to the British arms , and the 
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loth Regiment had the honour of planting 
its colours on the royal bastion of the city 
of Ackbar. t. 

After a few days’ repose, during which 
a distribution of the prize money cap- 
tured in Agra, amounting to 24 lacks of 
rupees, was made to the troops, the array 
advanced into the province of Mewatt, 
in pursuit of a large division of the enemy’s 
army, consisting of battalions which had 
arrived from the Dukhun, and had been 
joined , by others from different points of 
the enemy’s possessions in Hindostan, 
with seventy-four pieces of ordnance, well 
appointed, and a small body of cavalry'. 

After a few long marches, for which the 
season of the lyear was very fav ourablc, 
the British cavalry came up with the 
enemy at day-hieak, on the 1st of Kovem- 
hcr, 1803, near the village of Lassn arrie, 
after a march of forty miles, m the pre- 
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1803 . ceding twcntjr-four, liours, and the Com- 
mander in Chief resolved to make an 
attack with the ca^alry and horse urtillcr}'* 
with the Mew of detaining the enemy 
from prosecuting their march through 
a pass in the Mewatt Hills,- until the in- 
fantry should come up. This latter object 
was attained ; though the enemy was so 
strong, and their artillery so well served, 
that the cavalry suffered severely, and 
were drawn off by the Commander in 
Chief until the infantry and guns should 
come up. ' 

They reached the scene of action about 
* noon, and having inarched tvventy-five 
miles, VI ere allowed a short intcrv’nl to 
bathe and refresh themselves. 

In the mean time, the enemy had form- 
ed upon the Milage of Mohaulpoorc, in 
which their baggage, stores, nnd Imnrs 
were conccntmtcd, co\crcd by their infin* 
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try and guns, presenting an extensive frqnt 
to tile eastward, with tlieir left .thrown 
hack. around the northern face bf‘ the vil- 
lage, which was situated on a commanding 
eminence,’ i with a small ' mud fort in the 
centre, as usual in that part of' the 
country. 

Tlie Infantry was formed in the follow- 
ing order: . ■ 

'■.The right wing of the army, in open 
column of half companies, under the com- 
mand of Major-General Ware. 

His Majesty’s 76th, at the' head of the 
column.'. ' 

. .The advanced piquets of the army, con- 
sisting of a company from each corps. ’ 
The six companies of the 2d Battalion, 
, 'l6th Regiment. > 

The 2d 'Battalion of the 12th. 

'uThe 2d Battalion of the 15th. ' . 

The Ist Battalion of the '15th.. • ■ 


!$ 03 . 



388 


1803 . ' The left wing of the army in the same 
order, under the command of Major- 
.Gcncral the Honourable i Frederick St. 
John, consisting of— i ' . 

, The 2d Battalion of the 8th ; i. i 

The 2d Battalion of the 9th ; - , ' 

And 1st Battalion of the 12th. 

The troops then advanced along the 
front of the enemy's line, for the purpose 
of making an attack on their right dank, 
which was well protected by artillery, and 
where their small body of cavalry was also 
posted. 

The column having been exposed; to 
a very heavy and destructive fire from the 
enemy's well served artillery during its 
advance, the Commander in Chief, as 
soon as the head of the column i cached 
the intended point, ordered the leading 
corps to attack and close with the enemy 
in succession astlieycamc up, rather than 
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await the' operation of a mifto combined isos, 
movement, especially as tlie progress of 
the column had been much interrupted 
and delayed by the broken ground, and 
by a corps of cavalry, (his Majesty’s 29th 
Light Dragoons,) which havirig been or- 
dered to the head of the column, fell in 
between the two leading corps, for the 
purpose of passing from the left to the 
right flank of the column of infantry ; the 
■ ground not admitting of their gaining the 
head of the column by its left flank, along 
which they had previously moved. 

' The contest at that point waswery se- 
\ ere, and for a short time doubtful ; but 
a gallant charge made by his Majesty’s 
29tli Dragoons, vigorously followed up 
by his Majesty’s 76th and the Native In- 
fantry corps at the head of the column, 
supported hy the Battelvous of the. 15th, 
decided the tide of battle, and the enemy 


u 
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1803. ' gave' way ; ftill, however, i continuing ' to 
do execution with their artilleryj at diffe- 
"fent 'points ’ of their position, •until they 
j were completely broken, and obliged) to 
retire,' which they .didJ in - a veryr sullen 
manner,' after throwing Jthernselves into 
- a solid -mass j'leaving the whole, of their 
.'.guns,' stores, bazarsj &c. in the hands of 
‘the victors.!''! '*'• ’ . ; '«• ‘m •' wr.' 

louring the contestvin forcing the ene- 
mys right, the veteran General Ware liad 
his head carried off by a cannon-ball, and 
was succeeded in -thc' command- of .the 
-wing, at that crisis,' by Colonel,'! now 
Lieutenant-General Sir John Macdonald, 
K. C. B. and the heroic Cothmandcr-^in 
^ Chief, ‘General Lake, 'having been at the 
head of. the 'column ithe -whole- time, ^had 
two horses shot’ under him.' .• >• ' ’ i' 

• From, the plan: of attack adopted -on 
■ this occasion, it-ncccssarily;followcd itliat 
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the corps which were more immediately 1603. 
engaged, and suffered most in the battle 
of Lasswarrie, were those whose situation 
in the column of march brought them first 
in contact with -.that point of the enemy’s 
position against which the attack was di- 
rected ; and in the Commander in Chiefs 
order of thanks on the occasion, the six 
companies of the l6lh, under Lieutenant- 
Colonel, now hlajor-Gencral SirH. White, 

K. C. B. and the 2d Battalion of the 12th, 

' under Major, now Colonel R. Gregory, 

C. B. were the corps of Native Infantry 
specially noticed, for their timely and gal- 
lant adr ance to the support of his Ma- 
jesty’s 76th. t ) , 

The enemy having been ‘ defeated as 
' above stated,* by the column composed of 
the corps of the right wing of the army, 
before those of the left wing arrived at the 
point of attack, the latter had no further 
o2 
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]803. participation in the action than rrhat re- 
sulted from (heirsustainingsomelossfrom 
the enemy's cannonade, during the march 
of the column. 

Our loss in this battle was very consi- 
der^le; but it was decisive, and closed 
the campaign in that part of India, by 
the defeat, capture, and dispersion of all 
the corps and field equipments in the ser- 
vice of Dowlut Rao Scendiah in Hin- 
dostnn. * ^ 

Soon after tlie firing had censed, many 
men of the enemy's corps, rcl^’ing on the 
humanity of the English officers, and the 
sympathy of their countrymen, a great por- 
tion of the troops in the two armies lm\ ing 
been natires'of the same provinces, sought 
refuge from the cavalry pursuit by gathcr- 
ingabout the Isnti\c Battalion left on the 
field of battle to collect the nounded men 
and the captured ordnance, and throwing 
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down tbcir arms, they were screened with 
the mantle of generosity, from the becom- 
ing feeling, “ that an enemy subdued is an 
enemy no more.” ‘ ‘ ' 

Such was the insufficiency of our hospi- 
tal equipments, compared with the num- 
ber of the troops wounded in the battle 
of Lasswarrie, that the men Of the NativO 
corps were called upon, and cheerfully 
undertook the office of^ carrying their 
wounded biethren, during the return- 
march of the army, until they could be 
lodged in the hospitals within our own 
frontier. 

AVhilst this rapid and brilliant course of 
events was proceeding, under the personal 
guidance of the Commander in Chief, 
other corps were in the field on various 
points of the frontier. i i i 

' Lieutenant-Colonel P. Powell entered 
the province of Bundelkund with the 1st 
V S 


1803. 
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1603 . Battalion, iSth ; 1st Battalion,' 18tli; and 
other details. * 

The 2d' Battalion, 7tli,' and a detach- 
ment of the 20th, or Marine Regiment^ 
were employed in concert with troops from 
Madras, in seizing the province of Cut- 
tack; and the Uamgurh Battalion was 
actively employed on the frontier toward 
Naugpoore. ' 

A force ‘under Lieutenant-Colonel 
George Ball, 'consisting of the 1st Batta- 
lion 8th Native Infantry, with two bat- 
talions formed from the corps which had 
lately been in the service of Scendiah 
under European officers, and some aux- 
iliary horse and foot, ivas employed in 
subduing the forts of Namoul, Kanoon, 
&c. and establishing the authority of Go- 
vernment in the districts on the Dehly 
feouth-west Jrontier, which formed 'part of 
the Maharatta assumed possessions in 
Hmdostan. 
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I Licutcnant-Coloncl W. Burn, with the 1803 
2d Battalion 14th, and some , auxiliary 
troops, was employed in gaining possession 
of the country at the head of the Dooaub, 
and dislodging a predatory force from 
•Kamaul and the adjacent districts. 

All those officers and troops were dis- 
tinguished by a spirit of professional exer- • 
tion and successful enterprize, which called 
forth the parlicularapprobalion and thanhs 
of the Commander in Chief, and of the 
Government. 

In the month of December, a force 
under, thei, command of Lieutenant-Co- 
• lonel, now, Major-General Sir' Henry 
White, ,K.C.B. was detached from the 
main, army to attack the fortress of 
Gaallior. 

The six companies of the 2d Battalion 
16th, the 2d Battalion of the 9th, and the 
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1803 1st of the I4tli, proceeded on that senTcc, 
and \\erc joined the 2d Battalion 11th, 
and 1st and 2d Battalions of the 18th, 
from the duision of the army in Bun- 
dclkund, aUucU had been progressii elj 
augmented luth scicral^ regular bat- 
talions, and a large force of irregulars 
fprmed from corps tv Inch had been re- 
cently in the service of the enemy in that 
pros locc ' 

The siege of Gwallior was vigorously 
pressed, and the garrison soon surrendered 
by capitulation i 

The end of this year, two battalions of 
Volunteer Sepojs were formed at the Pre- * 
sidencj, and embarked for Cejlon, under 
the command of Lieutenant Colonel Hun- 
ter and !Major George Dick, for the 
purpose of aiding his IMajestj^s Govern- 
ment in that colony, in the war in which 
It was engaged with the King of Candy 
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. AUliough the forces and power of isos. 
Scendiali, in Hindostan, were finally dis- 
posed of by the battle of Lasswarrie, on 
the 1st of November, the army still 
continued in the field, under the Comman- 
der in Chief, and at the close of 1803, 
moved to the pass of Biana, where it re- 
mained encamped six or seven weeks, 
watching the motions of Jesswunt Raow 
Ilolkar, who was threatening an irruption 
into the Company’s territories- 
The beginning of this year, the main leoi. 
army under the Commander in Chief, 
moved into the Jeypoore country, for the 
• purpose of protecting that state, and to 
intercept the forces of Holkar, in the event 
of their penetrating in that direction. 

The fort of Rampoorah, which belonged 
to Holkar, was carried by assault in a gal- 
lant manner, by a detachment from i the 
main army under the command of Lieu- 
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jeo4 tcnant-Colonel Don, m which the 2d Bat-’ 
talion 8th, and 2d Battalion 21st, were 
engaged, and were afterwards left to gar- 
rison that place ^ 

■' The army remained in the sandy legions 
of Je3 poore until the near approach of the 
rainy season, when the Commander in 
Chief inthdrew the corps into canton- 
ments, within the frontier of the Honour- 
able Company's possessions, leaving thre^ 
excellent battalions,^ viz the 2d of the 2d, 
and the 1st and 2d Battalions of the 12th 
Natn e Infantry, with a handsome equip- 
ment of artillery under the command of 
Colonel Monson, to watch the motions of 
Holkar, in concert with the ’Jejjioore 
Go\ernmcnt ' i ^ IJ 

About the middle of tins year, a disaster 
befel the division of the arniyin BundeJ- 
kund, where half a company of European 
artiller}, and three companies of Sepoys 
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of the 18th Regiment, which had been i804. 
detached from the main force, were 
surprized by a party of horse under the 
orders of Meer Khan, an active partizan 
of Hoikar’s, and were all either killed or 
taken prisoners; and some pieces of ord- 
nance, with which they were endeavouring 
to reduce a fort, were also carried off by 
the enemy. After which, Lieutenant- 
Colonel Martindell was appointed to com- 
mand that division of the army, -with which 
the following battalions were engaged in 
a variety of arduous service, and had to 
contend with very severe sickness during 
the course of that and the following year : 
the 1st Battalion 1st Regiment, thei 2d 
of the 6th, the 2d 11th, 1st of the 13th, 

1st and 2d Battalions 18th, and perhaps 
other corps, which may have escaped 
recollection. i ' 

In the course of the year, a still more 
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J804 serious disaster bcfel our amis, bj tlic 
retreat of Colonel Monson's detachment. 

Colonel ^lonson, after increasing the 
force under his immediate command, as 
abo\c specified, by the junction of (he 
2d Battalion 8th, and 2d of the 2l5t, from 
Banipoorali, (leaving some details from 
those corps for (he duty of the fort,) ad- 
vanced witli his detnrhiuent into 
to a position (ifly miles to the sonlliinird 
of the Mokundra pass. 

The fort of Ilinglmi/gurh, belonging to 
Jlolknr, was nttucked and carried hy ns- 
sanll in a gallant manner by the 2d Bat- 
Inlinn 2d, under Major Sinclnir; hut 
shortly aftenvard*:, in the beginning of 
.Inly, Ilolkar ndvnnccd uith a powerful 
force of horse, infantry, and artilh ry, and 
the detnehinent was ordered In Colonel 
Monson totoinmrnce its retreat toward' 
the CotnpnrnV lemlones 
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The periodical rains had set in with isot 
great violence, and the detachment was 
soon obliged to ,abandon all tbcir guns, 
which, of course, fell into the i hands of 
tlie enemy. j i . 

The sufferings of the troops, from the 
want of provisions, exposure to the rains, 
and the pressure of the enemy harassing 
their imarch, were extremely trying and 
severe. Suffice it to say, they continued 
to retreat under accumulating distress and 
disaster. On reaching Rampoorah, they 
were joined by the 2d Battalion 9th, and 
1st Battalion 14th, which had been or- 
dered to push forward from Agra to their 
support. 1 Colonel Monson, however, did 
not deem his force sufficient to Keep the 
field against the enemy; nor could any 
adequate supply of provisions be ob- 
tained i, vL was thcrelore resolved to ijro- 
seciite the march until they should reach 
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1804. the fortress of' Agra, the 'nearest point of 
refuge on the irontien The retreat -was 
accordingly resumed, leaving the 2d Bat- 
talion of the Stii, and four companies of 
the 2d of the 21st, to garrison Rampoo- 
rah, under the command of Captain Hut- 
chinson of the Artiller}". ' 

The, 2d Battalion 2d, the 1st and 2d 
Battalions of the 12tb, the six companies 
of the 2d of the 21st, and the 2d Battalion 
ptii, and 1st of the 14th, ■with two howit- 
zers, now constituted the retreating corps: 
surrounded by large bodies of the enemy's 
horse, they generally moved in an oblong 
* square, sustaining and repelling the fre- 
quent charges made by the enemy’s horse 
with a degree of resolution and firmness 
whicli could not be surpassed by any 
troops, in any climate. ‘ 

On the plains of Hindown, the country 
being particularly favourable for the opc- 
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rations of cavalry, .tlie- enemy’s horse, i604. 
amounting to <20,000 or upwards, formed 
together, after elearing an extensive wood 
and ravines, and immediately separated 
into threebodies, for the purpose of mak- 
ing a. general attack lupon the retreating 
corps, before they had resumed the forma- 
tiomof the square, which was scarcely ac- 
complished, ^when the enemy charged on 
'all sides with the greatest impetuosity ; but 
■ the cool intrepidity of the troops preserved 
theirjhonour and their lives. Not a mus- 
ket was .fired until the enemy; was nlthin 
a few paces, when many of them fell close 
• to the Tanks, and a few individuals finished 
their career within llie square. When the 
'Smoke and dust' cleared away,, the men 
cheered t their officers on the result of this 
determined effort on the part of the enemy, 
and 'hoped they would repeat their at- 
tempt.t Butthough a fine plain presented 
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JB04. itself during the wliolc of that day*s rnarchr 
the enemy shewed no stomach for such 
another reception, until the evening, with 
the aid of large bodies of freebooters from 
the hills, when they made another trial of 
their fury, but w'ith no better success 
than before. 

At tlic passage of the Bunass river, 
prior to the occurrence above stated, the 
2d Battalion of the 2d, with the piquets 
of the line under the gallant Major Sin- 
clair, and Colonel Monson, who was also 
present, were nearly annihilated, having 
been attacked by the enemy after the rest 
of the detachment had crossed the river. 
They repeatedly charged and captured 
several of the guns which the enemy 
brought against them, but at length, over- 
whelmed by numbers, they were obliged 
to yield to their fate, and sealed their ser- 
vice to the state with their lives ; but very 
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few, eitlicr officers or men, having escaped, leor. 
The loss of the delaclimcnl at large, in 
killed, wounded, and missing, during the 
retreat, was very considerable. The re- 
mains of those gallant corps reached Agra 
the end of August, in a very" shattered 
condition. The retreat of that detach- 
ment, in regard to the event itself, was 
necessarily viewed and felt at the time as 
a public misfortune. But on no occasion, 
perhaps, did troops ever deserve greater 
honour and reward. Their determined 
valour, steady discipline, and their perfect 
obedience to authority under the pressure 
of the most aggravated difficulties and 
distress, during a retreat for a continued 
period of eight weeks, through a hostile 
and barren country, surrounded and inces- 
santly assailed by a victorious and cruel 
enemy, may, with truth, be affirmed to 
have established a claim to the' most 
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1S04 exalted reputation, winch will redound to 
the lionour of tlic Bengal array to the 
latest period of its existence Tor further 
particulars of that retreat, see Appendix 
H. 

It remains to be added, that the ene- 
my left no means or offers untried, through 
the medium of intrigue, to induce the 
troops to swerve from their allegiance and 
fidelity, during the pressure of the retreat, 
and the promises of reward and advance- 
ment were accompanied by threats of the 
most dreadful vengeance upon all who, 
not availing themselves of those offers, 
should afterwards fall into the enemy’s 
hands , a threat which was very fully 
executed in various instances afterwards * 


• It confidoitly reported at tibe time, that a •ur 
geoQ, and some European artillery men, ^^ho fell into the 
enemy’s handr, ere murdered under Hoykai^a personal 
inspection Intoxicated with victory tmd cheny brand), 
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Under such circumstances, the 'bribes 1804 . 
held forth made some impression, but in 
a very limited degree, and that chiefly, 
it was understood, in the two battalions 
which went from Agra to the support of 
the coips which originally composed the 
detachment, and from which some deser- 
tions ih consequence took place. On the 
return of the corps to Agra, some of the 
dilative officers were tried for having en- 
couraged or connived at the intrigues of 
the enemy. Some of them were pro- 
nounced guilty, and were sentenced to 
suffer death, but they were pardoned by 
the Commander in Chief. 

r f 

he caused those unfortunate men to be brought before 
him, and after making them an offer of service, ^hich 
thej deefined, he ordered their heads to be smashed to 
alawA watfl fcs Vcift. yaa* 

and most of the Sepojs who fell into his hands were muti- 
lated by die loss of tbcir nose or right hand 


2 
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i80i OHjccrsaad troops lia\jng been obliged 
to abandon, or throw away their baggage, 
in the course of the retreat, the Honour- 
able the Court of Directors were pleased, 
on the representation of the Commander in 
Chief tand tlic government of Bengal, to 
grant two months pay and batta to the 
Natiic troops, as a compensation for their 
losses on the occasion The European 
officers were likewise allowed compensa- 
tion according to the mlcs of TIis Majes- 
ty s service in that respect, and a further 
grant of tlirec months full balta to each, 
in consideration of their sufferings and 
meritorious conduct * 

Pollowing up his tide of flood, Holknr 
did not draw bridle till he reached the 
banks of the Jumna, where, as he was 
said to have observed at the time, he Ind 
long wished to regale himself, in the s'! 
cred bowers of Muttra and Bindrabund 
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Tlio Commander in Chief, however, 1804 . 
soon made him get into his saddle again. 

Corps were assembled at Agra with the 
best praetieable c.xpcdition, whither his 
Excellency repaired by rapid marches 
from Cawnpoore. In the meantime IIol- 
har had detached his infantry and a very 
extensive park of artillery to besiege 
Dehly, then occupied by the 2d battalion 
of the 4th, 2d of the l4th, and four com- 
panies of the 2d of the 17lh Native in- 
fantry, under the command of Lieutenant- 
Colonel W. Burn, at which time Lieute- 
nant-Colonel Oclitcrlony was the Resident 
at the imjrerial court on the part of the 
Company’s Government, having been 
• placed in that situation by the Com- 
mander in Chief, after the battle of 
Dehly. 

As soon as a force was in readiness to 
mote from Agra, of which the following 
X 3 
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1804. Native infantry corps formed a part^ viz. 
the Isl and 2d battalions of the 12th, and 
the £d of the 21st, composing the' re- 
serve; the 1st battalion of the 4th, '1st of 
the 8th, 1st and 2d of the 15th, 1st of 
the 21st, and 2d of the 22d, the Com- 
mander in CJiief moved toTvards tlje 
enemy, and after having in vain endea- 
Toured to bring Holkar and his cavalry to 
action in the ticinity of hluttrn, his Ex- 
cellency prosecuted his march toTvards 
Behly for the purpose of raising the siege 
of that piace. Ho}kar o'ith his cavalry 
swarmed around the British army during 
the whole of the march from hrultm to 
Dchly, molesting its progress, and destroy- 
ing its supplies by every means which a* 
.great superiority in cavalry force and 
their desultory mode of warfare enabled 
them to practise with vexatious audacity. 

On the near approach of the Britisli 
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army to Dclily, the cncroy raised the I80l 
siege, and retired with tlieir infantry and 
guns through Men att, till they took up a 
position near the fortress of Dceg, belong- 
ing to the Raja of Burtpoor, who, encou- 
raged by Holkar’s success, entered into 
alliance with him against the English go- 
vernment. 

The defence of Dchly reflected great 
credit on Lieutenant-Colonel Burn, who 
commanded the troops ; on Lieutenant- 
Colonel Ochterlony, the Resident ; and on 
all the officers and troops, whose conduct 
was distinguished by the most animated 
real and laborious exertions in the defence 
of the imperial city, and the descendants 
of the house of Timoor ; for winch they 
received the most cordial approbation 
and thanks of the Commander in Chief, 
and the Government. 

Holkar with his cavalry pushed across 
x4 
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J604. the Jumna to cany fire and sword into 
the Compan_y*s possessions. The Com- 
mander in Chief divided his army, pro- 
ceeding in person with the greater part of 
the cavalry force, and the infantry reserve 
above-mentioned, inclusive of the flank 
companies of His Majesty's 22d Foot, in 
pursuit of Holkar down the Dooaub ; and 
after the extraordinary march of 252 miles 
in thirteen successive da^'s, l)a\ing m the 
last tu'o days marched upwards of 54 miles 
within SO hours, they surprl/jcd llolkar’s 
cavalry under the walls of the city of Pur- 
ruckabad. 

, The 2d of the 14th, and 1st of the 21st, 
having been previously detached into the 
Dooaub under Colonel Burn, were obliged 
.to throw thcmschcs into the fortofShain- 
lic, in which they A\crc blockaded by 
llolkar's cavalry uutil l)jc Commander in 
Chicrs approach made them dccainj). 
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Tlie remainder of tlic army, under Ma- isoi. 
jor-General Fraser, counterniarclied from 
Doidy down the right bank of tlie Jumna, 
in pursuit of the enemy’s infantry and 
guns ; and on tlie 13tli of November was 
fought the battle of Dccg, in which the 
1st Battalion of the 2d, 1st of the 4th, 1st 
of the 8th, the 1st and 2d Battalions of the 
loth, and the 2d of the 22d, were engaged, 
and were highly distinguished by their 
steady discipline and effective valour. 

This was perhaps one of the hardest 
fought battles during the war, and our 
loss was proportionably great. Between 
80 and 90 pieces of ordnance were cap- 
tured, inclusive of most of those which 
fell into the hands of the enemy during 
the retreat of Colonel Monson’s detach- 
nient ; and likewise some of the battenng 
' guns, which were given to the Maharatta 
confederates, by Earl Cornwallis at Set 
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• 1804 . rin’gapatnam, after the rpcace. concluded 
there in 1792. ■ ' . 

On the arrival of the Commander in 
Chief, and ithe force. ■with which lie had 
been pursuing Holkar in the Oooaub, the 
siege of Deeg was cpmmenccd, in .which 
the corps engaged-in the previous battle 
were employed, as well as those constitu- 
ting the reserve, viz. 1st and 2d Battalions 
of the 12th, and 2d of the Slst, which had 
accompanied the cavalry in pursuit of 
Holkar. 

The town of Deeg, which was strongly 
fortified, and a commanding out-work, 
were carried by storm, and the citadel was 
then evacuated by the enemy. 

In September, 1804, orders were issued 
by Government for the addition of four 
more regiments of. infantry, which were 
numbered the 24th, 25th, 26th, and 
27th. ... , i 
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The 34tli and 2Gtli were raised at Cawn- 180 - 1 . 
poore ; the 25th and 27th at Futtchgurh : 
and to expedite the formation of the now 
corps, for which the exigencies of the 
time were x’cry pressing, tlic provincial 
corps, wliich i had bpen raised for the in- 
ternal duties of the ceded and conquered 
provinces, were ordered to furnish large 
quotas of drafts, and officers were ordered 
to raise additional levies at Allaliabad, 
Luenow, Purtauhgurh, and Sooltapoor. 

For a particular anecdote of the 25th, (2d 
Battalion,) see Appendix II. 

After the fall of Deeg, the end of Do- isos, 
cember, 1804, the army moved to the 
siege of Burtpoor, leaving the 1st of the 
4th to garrison Deeg. 

The attack of Burtpoor continued du- 
ring the months of January and February, 
and in the several assaults made on that 
place, the 1st and 2d Battalions of the 
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1805. 12th, 1st and 2d Battalions of the 15th, 
1st of the 2d, 1st of the 8tli, and 2d of the 
22d, highly distinguished themselves by 
their spirited exertions and stead}' disci- 
pline ; and although their endeavours 
Avere not ultimatel}; crowned nith the 
success »to which they so ncll entitled 
themselves; it is but a tribute of impartial 
justice, unquestionably due to those corps, 
in common with the rest of llic troops 
employed on that arduous service, to de- 
clare, that their chamclcr acquired ad- 
ditional lustre and renonn from the per- 
severing gallantry and zealous devotion 
winch they cniincnlly displayed under 
circumstances of unusual discourngement, 
and the repetition of numerous and af- 
flicting cnsunUics. 

* It IS justly ilijc to the 2d Battalion of 
the 12lh rogimerft to jn«icrt in this place 
the following (|uotatiou from the Gencnd 
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Orders by the Commander in Chief, 1805. 
after the failure of one of the attempts 
made to carry that place by storm. 

“ Notwithstanding the distinguished 
“ and persevering gallantry displayed by 
“ the troops in tho*assauIt of yesterday, 
and that the colours of the 2d battalion 
“ 12th regiment, were three times planted 
on the top of the bastion, the obstacles 
were such as not to be surmounted.” 

On that occasion, when a retreat was 
ordered, it was with great difficulty the 
men could be pre\ ailed upon to withdraw; 
they yielded at length to the reiterated 
orders of their officers, after having 
repeatedly exclaimed, “ We must take 
“ the place, or die here." Too fully 
^^as their determination ^erified, for in 
several of the coips employed, more than 
half their number were either killed or 
wounded. 
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1605. rrom Burtpoor the army moved across 
the Cliumbiill to tvatcli the motions of 
Sccndiah's forces in that quarter, but no 
particular sen ice occurred, and the troops 
returned to canton for the rain> season 
^vitlnn the frontier of'the Company’s pos- 
sessions, lea\ing a force of two or three 
battalions, under Licnt -Colonel Bouie, 
in the proMDce of Gohud, where some 
hostilities took place, the particulars of 
which, as to the troops more immediately 
engaged, cannot now be recollected ^nth 
sufficient accuracy to specify further par- 
ticulars in this place 

Towards the close of the year, the Com- 
mander in Chief again moved in pursuit 
of Holkar, ^\ho, Iiaving rallied a force 
during the rainy season, penetrated by 
the Dehl> frontier, and passed the Sut- 
ludje, into the Piinjaub Thither he was 
speedily followed by Lord Lake, and 
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tiftcr a very plcasnnt march, and the cn- 
J 03 mcnt of a fine renovating climate, the 
British army of India was encamped at 
Cliristmas, 1805, on the banks of the 
Hyphasis, where Alexander formerly 
terminated his march towards India ; 
and where a treaty of peace hating 
been concluded with Holkar under the 
dictates of political, not military neces- 
sity, the operations of the war finally 
terminated, and the troops returned to 
the dominions of the Honourable Com- 
pany. A short time previous to the 
commencement of the Maharatta war, 
a small corps, consisting of thicc compa- 
nies of pioneers, was raised, for the first 
^ time, under the Presidency of Bengal. 
They proved of the most essential service 
during the war, and were highly distin- 
guished for their gallantry and prowess 


1805. 
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1805, on man}' trying occasions, under the com- 
mand of Lieutenant Sirinton. 

As far as memory now serves, the pro- 
minent services of the Native infantry- 
corps duiing the Maharatta war ha\c 
been enumerated. Various other services 
of distinguished enterprise and profes- 
sional gallantry were doubtless performed 
during that eventful period, but which 
could not be adverted to without entering 
into a minutiae of detail foreign to the 
object of this brief Narrative, which is 
intended only to record the characteristic 
features of the Native troops, and the pro- 
minent services of the Sepoy battalions .on 
tl>e establishment of Ucngal. Nothing has 
been intentionally omitted wliich comes 
within the scope of the object above stated. 
TIjc records oi the Bengal go\ eminent af- 
ford ample testimony of the professional 
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character, collccth ely and individually leoj. 
maintained by the Native troops of Ben- 
gal, during successive periods of time, and 
especially throughout the war of 1803-1-5, 
in the course of which there occurred a 
more general Geld for exertion and enter- 
prize, than had before fallen to the lot of 
the Bengal army. See Lord Lake’s Fare- 
well Orders, Appendix I. 

It can hardly be necessary to add to 
the foregoing observation, that it is by no 
means intended to insinuate that all the 
important actions which have been briefly 
referred to in the course of this Narrative 
were achieved by those corps only which 
have been particularly noticed : but that 
such IS the history and relative circum- 
stances of service of the different battalions 
of Sepoys, in continuation of the first part 
of this little tract, in which the rise and 
progress of corps has been so accurately 

Y 
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1605 described Neither, on the other hand, 
does this sketch profess to rendei an ac- 
count of the services performed by 
the Natue troops of the Honourable 
Company’s Bengal army — any such at- 
tempt would require volumes to do them 
justice, for in those extensive dominions, 
from the banks of the Sutludge in the 
noith to the Chdka Lake in the south, 
fiever a year passes but some corps, de- 
tachment, or minor details of troops are 
employed on field service, iniolving as 
much exposure to the casualties of war- 
fare, and affording full as great a scope 
for the early display of the spirit of pro- 
fessional enterpnze and exertion, as oc- 
curs in any other mihtaiy service what- 
soever In the Vizier’s dominions our 
troops arc more oi less employed every 
} car on service iv Inch must ncccssnnlj be 
very painful to their feelings, in enforcing 
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the exorbitant demands of tlic Vizier’s col- tSoJ 
lectors of the revenue, and subduing forts 
and fastnesses, often of great strength 
and difficult3', to which the subordinate 
renters are frequently driven in despair to 
resist the faithless exactions of the renters 
of districts and provinces ; and thus, as if 
no bounds were to be set to the tests of 
their fidelity and obedience, are the Na- 
tive troops often required to exoroise mi- 
litary hostility against their own families, 
relations, and friends ; for the proceedings 
above stated are carried on in the very 
provinces fiom which two thirds or more 
of the Native officers and men composing ' 
the Native infantry corps aie recruited. • 

The termination of foreign war brought isoo 
with it, in the early part of this year, the 
usual mortifications of reduction, retrench- 
ment, anci rctorni. "Tiie companies of 
Native Infantry throughout the army were 

Y 2 
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tsoff. reduced to 80 privates each ; and all the 
Local, or Provincial Battalions, which bad 
been raised for the internal duties of the 
ceded and conquered provinces, inclusive 
of that at Benares, were ordered to be 
disbanded, and the Native commissioned 
officers of them were tlwown as supernu- 
meraries upon the regular corps of the 
army. This, howev‘er, was a burthen 
which the operation of time would soon 
remove. But a much more offensive bur- 
then was thrown upon the Kegulars, by 
assigning to them the performance of the 
various irksome, disgusting, and harass- 
• ing duties under the cisil authorities 
of districts, for which Local Corps, 
or details, on an inferior footing of 
pay, iVc. had hitherto been employed 
throughout the proiinces under the 
Bengal Presidency. But wc roust pro- 
ceed, in nr^?f*r of finif*. fr» Jq a 
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conclusion tUc llislory of llic Native leoo 
Corps. 

In tlie beginning of Ibis year several i£07. 
strong forts were reduced in Koonch and 
Bundelkund by a detachment under tl»c 
command of Lieutenant-Colonel Han- 
kins. 'J’he fort of Chamcer was earned 
by assault at noon*day, on which occasion . 
the 2d Battalion of the Ist, and 1st Bat- 
talion of the l6tb, were distinguished. 

In the month of February the army bad 
to lament the depaTture for Europe of 
their gallant Commander in Chief, Lord 
Lake, under whose personal command in 
the field they had established a proud 
and lasting reputation for professional 
gallantry and personal attachment and 
devotion to the service of the Company 
Bahadoor. An interregnum ensued, du- 
ring winch the office of Commander m 
Chief was administered by three differgjj^ 

% 3 
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General Ofiicers, when towards the end of 
the 3 car, Llciitcnant-Gcnend George 
Ilcwctt arrived and entered on the com- 
mand in \irlue of his njipointmcnt from 
Europe 

In the course of this 3 *car, a large force 
uns again in the Held, under the connuniu! 
of ^Injor-Gcncml Dickens, to subdue the 
tort of Komona, t^^c. in the Doo.inb, in 
consequence of the renter hr uho/n the/ 
were possessed hasing placed himself in 
a slate of resistance to tlir ri\il nuthontics 
of the Ilonoimible Companv’s goirni- 


incnt< 
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bia^crj, and our loss m ofSccrs and men isoT. 
srere verj considerable, both in tlic Euro- 
pean and Maine corps which were en- 
gaged The Pioneer Corps uas likewise 
there, and distinguished themselves, offi- 
cers and men, as usual, and, as usual, 
sustained numerous casualties 
The small body of pioneers was this ibo8 
year organized, as far as regards the Na- 
tive part, into a regular eorps of eight 
companies, of 90 men and two European 
Serjeants each, besides a detail of miners 
attached, and was thenceforward denomi- 
nated the Corps of Pioneers or Sappers 
But the European officers, in the propor- 
tion of two to each company, are only 
borrowed from the regiments of the line, 
as in the instance of the Ramgnrh, and 
other Local Corps It was notified in 
General Ordeis, that under die formation 
now adopted, the Pioneer Corps vi as tp 
X 4 
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isosi be considered as raised t6'the’'sanie-li6- 
nburable le'vbl,- a^ the other corps of the 
Cbtnpariy’s regular army,’ and that 'it was 
to be' governed by the same rules and ‘ re- 
gulations in all respects, as are established 
for the corps of Nath'e Infantry. ^ ' ' 

'■ In the course of this y'ear,' the Bengal 
government resolved to take military oc- 
cupation of the island of Macao in China; 
and a battalion of Volunteer 'Sepoys was 
called for as a part of the force to proceed 
on that service.'' 

The reqaisite details were soon fur* 
nhhed accordingly by 'the corps which 
were in the vicinity' of the Presidency, 
where they were' formed into a battalion; 
and' embarked ■ under the' command of 
Major F. R- Mulldr,' 

'' They'lahded’aPMacaoi ‘and remained 
there some months under circumstances 

restraint and ' mortification 'very trying 
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to. their feelings, but to which, in obc- iBos. 
diencc to the example and injunctions of 
their officers, they submitted uitli their 
characteristic deportment of forbearance 
and, decorum; and on their return, in 
1809, the special appiobation and thanks 
of government were expressed in General 
Orders for their exemplary conduct on 
that expedition. 

Owing to vaiious causes of delay, the 
honorary, colours granted to corps engaged 
at the battle of Dehly in 3803 were not 
formally presented until this } ear. 

On the 1st of November, the 15th regi- 
ment, being then at the Presidency, had 
the honour of receiving the honorary 
standard for each battalion from the hands 
of Lord Minto, the Governor General, 

Tor his Lordship’s speech pn the occasion, 

See Appendix K. 

Jn the course of this year, a regujar 
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establishment of light infantry was intro- 
duced into the Kative corps of the Ben^ 
gal army. The two flank companies were 
continued, grenadiers, as before, and the 
1st Battalion company was ordered to 
constitute a light mfantry company in 
every battalion throughout the service. 

' That measure was followed by the light 
companies of the army being called out, 
and formed into separate battalions of • 
light infantry, for the purpose of being 
trained in the Jiglitinfantry evolutions and 
practice; after which, the several com- 
panies were, early in 1809? ordered to re- 
join their respective corps, with the ex- 
ception, for a while, of the 4th Light 
Infantry Battalion, under Major B. H. 
Kelly, which was employed on active ser- ^ 
vice in Bundclkund. 

The Commander in Chief was on a tour 
of inspection, and superintending military 
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preparations on tlie nortli-wcst frontier, 1809 
witli reference to the probability of French 
invasion, in alliance with the Court of 
.Persia. 

Some of the Sikh chiefs liad likewise 
shewn indications of hostility , and a large 
force nas accordingly assembled in Sir- 
hind, which ended in a post being estab- 
lished at Loodhiana, on the left bank of 
the river Sutludgo, wUcic.lhrcc battalions 
of 'Native infantiy, with a regiment of 
cavalry and artillery details, cantoned, 
under the command of Lieutenant-Colo- 
nel Ochterlony. 

A large force was Jikcwitc still on ser- 
vice in Bundclkund, under the command 
of Lieutenant-Colonel IMartmdell; and 
early in this year, the strong hill-fort of 
Adjiegurh was captured, after a smart 
affair on the heights of Kuggowly, in which 
the 4th Light Infantry Battalion, and the 
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1809 1st Battalion of the 18tb, were prominently 
engaged 

About the middle of this year, a bril- 
liant exploit was achieved by a force under 
Lieutenant-Colonel George Ball, in sub- 
* dinng a turbulent and hardy race m the 
province of Humana, whose boast it was, 
that they had never submitted to the re- 
gular controul of the authorities which 
had presided over that country. The pro- 
Mnce of Humana came under the Ho- 
nourable Company's Governraent, conse- 
quent to the Malnralia war of 1803 and 
1804 the lulnbitanls continued their 
laaless habits, and recently Ind the aiuH- 
city to plunder the baggage of n detach- 
ment of the Company's troops, which 
passed near ihcir pnncipal strong-hold of 
Bhauannic 

The Ist Battalion of the gtli, the 2d of 
the 18th, the 1st of the 22d, and 2d of 
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the 23t], ■were the battalions of Native IBog 
infantry employed on that service. The 
difficulty of the undertaking was much 
enhanced by the scarcity of water, which 
IS rarely to be found anj- where in that 
part of the country but within the walled 
towns. It was therefore in the rainy sea- 
son only, that the sen ice could be at- 
tempted w ith auj prospect of success. 

The detachment having encamped near 
the fortified tow n of Bhawannie, and made 
an offer of terms of submission to the in- 
habitants, which they refused to accept, 
the place was attacked and earned by 
. assault in a very gallant manner, on the 
following day, by which such a salutary 
impression was made on the minds of the 
rude tribes inhabiting those .distant terri- 
tories, that a proper respect for the autho- 
’ nty of Gosernment has since been duly 
observ ed by them. 
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1809 In this >car, the companies of the Ma- 
rino Regiment ^\erc augmented to sixteen 
non-commissioncd officers, and one hun- 
dred and thirty privates each, so as to 
render each battalion adequate to furnish 
the details required for the duties of Pe- 
uang, ^Malacca, and Sumatra, and thus 
enable the t^ro battalions of that regiment 
to effect a complete relief of each other 
alternately, on the Island duties , a mea- 
sure t which the previous strength of the 
corps rendered impracticable. 

1810 The middle of this year, two battalions 
ofVolunteei Sepoys were required to pro- 
ceed on an expedition against the Isle of 
France 

The 1st and 2d Battalions of the 8th, 
the 2d of the iSlh, the 1st of the 15th, 2d 
of the 19th, and 1st and 2d Battalions of 
the 2Sth, haling been the corps nearest to 
the Presidency at the time, speedily fur. 
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Dished the complement of volunteers re- 
quired; ‘and two battalions of the estab- 
lished strength were formed, under the 
command of Major Burton, and Captain 
Lumlc}’. 

• The}' embarked at a ver^’ unfavourable 
season of the year, and had a boisterous, 
tardy Voyage ; they arrhed just in time, 
however, to participate in the capture of 
that colony, to the no small annoyance of 
the French troops and colonists, who ob- 
served, that to be subdued by British 
troops was one thing ; but to have the 
black fellows of India sent against them, 
^ nas an indignity which no subject of his 
Majesty the Emperor and King could 
endure with any patience. ^ 

‘ the capture of the island, the Vo- 

lunteer Battalions remained some month's 
to assist m keeping Monsieur in good 
order; and the general good conduct of 


1810 
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tlic troops whilst on that service, redound- 
ed greatly to the honour of both oOicers 
and men, as may be seen by the General 
Orders by the Commander of the Forces 
at the Mauritius, on the occasion of their 
departure. from the island.- For copy of 
which, see Appendix L. ‘ 

At the close of the year, 6ve more bat- 
talions of Volunteer Sepoys were called 
for, to constitute part of the force to be 
employed on an expedition for the con- • 
quest of the Island of Java, which had 
fallen under the dominion of France. On 
that occasion all the Native infantry corps 
of .the army were allowed, to furnish a^ 
quota of Volunteers, with exception to the 
Marine Regiment, and those battalioos 
which had recently sent forth handsome 
details against the Isle of France. 

The. two Battalions on thatservice hav- 
ing been denominated the 1st and 2d 
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Battalions of Bengal Volunteers, those )8io. 
now proceeding against the Island of 
Java were formed into five battalions, 
and numbered in continuation the 3d, 

4tli, '5th, 6th, and the 7th, or Light 
Infantry Battalion of Bengal Volunteers, 
which were assembled and embodied -at 
the Presidency with the most commenda* 
bio alacrity ; whence they embarked in 
the spring of 1811, under the general com- 
mand of Colonel George ’Wood. The 
following officers wore appointed -to the 
command of the battalions : Lieutenant- 
Colonel M‘Grath ; Major Dewar ; Major 
Tlaban; Major P. Grant; and Captain 
Dalton. 

The volunteers for Java, after enduring' isii. 
a long and irksome detention on ship- 
board, at length landed at Batavia early 
in Jongena, ISW ; and it appears fiom the 
concurrent accounts of their conduct on 
z 
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1811. tl'-it arduous scnicc, on nliich tlte 

Il.ilt.ilion 20tli, or Marino Regiment, was 
likewise cmplojcd. Hint they nobly main- 
tained and cntianccd tlio reputation of the 
Rcngal InCintri,— “ Having by tlieir stca- 
“ diiicss and gallantry in action, and by 
“ tbcir discipline and good conduct in all 
“ situations, excited general admiration 
“ and esteem.” 

Instances of tbeir individual bravery 
and prowess, \v ben opposed to European 
troops', were likewise mentioned in the 
accounts from tbc Island Tor notice of 
wliicli, SCO Appendix M 

Thus, in the year 18tl, the Bengal 
army had the honour of having sent forth 
seven battalions (or 7,000 men) of Volun- 
teer Sepoys, on servioc beyond sea, to 
eo-operate in wresting from the power of 
rrance the possessions held by that go- 
vernment to the eastward of the Cape of 
Good Hope 



Such a draft, however, could not be isiti 
spared without great inconiemence and 
pressure of dut3 on the several corps of 
the array. Levies for supply ing the place 
of the Volunteers were accordingly ordered 
to be raised u ith all practicable cvpedi- 
tion. By the end of tlie year, the tno 
battalions returned from the Isle of Franccj 
and the men rejoined the corps to u Inch 
they before belonged.’’ 

* One of the battalions (the Sd) appears to have rc> 
turned from Jara to Bengal m 1815, %vhenit received thd 
thanks of Government tn the most liandsoine terms, for 
their beneficial sernces and good conduct Tlie oilier 
battalions having been thus long detained, (far bejond the 
period contemplated vvben they embarked,') they mil pro- 
bably teraam until the restoration of the colonv to the 
Government of Holland, and thus will iho'C troops base 
established additional claims to admiration and applause, 
by having cheerfully continued to serve for a protracted 
period of more tliao five years, in a distant, foreign coun- 
try, where they necessarily endured many pmations, and 
suffered much sickness and mortality Since the capture 
wt KVifewVawijVSncjVfiftt \««ri on service 

in Java, and adjacent islands, particulars of which, U is to 
be hoped, wiU be recorded iiereafter 
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iftii I In the toiirtc of this year, Gcnbral 
Ilcivctt returned to Europe, and ivas auc- 
cccdecE jn tlic oflicc of Commander in 
Chief by Lieutenant-General ‘Sir George 
Nugent 

1812 Early this year, the important fortress 
of Kallinjur, the capital of the province 
of Bundclkund, was attacked, and surren- 
dered to a force under the command of 
Lieutenant-Colonel Martindell, after an 
attempt to cariy it by storm had been* 
repelled by th(^ garrison ' 

The following Native Infantry corps 
were employed on that sen ice — ' 

The 2d Battalion, 2d Begiment, 

2d of the 5th ditto, 

1st of the 7th ditto, ^ 

1st of the 11th ditto, 'h ^ 

f 2d of the 11th ditto. 

And 2d of the l6th ditto * 

The Ramgurli Battalion'ivas augmented 
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to twelve eompanies, and ^tlic strength of isie 
companies increased'to one hundred rank 
and file each. For a remarkable instance 
of intrepidity, on the, part of a Sepoy of 
that corps, see Appendix N. ,, 

A further detail of one thousand iVohin- 
teer Sepoys embarked for Java, to fill up 
.vacancies in the five Volunteer Battalions 
sen ing in that island. ,,,, , 

.|t In the month of October, General ,the isis 
•Earl of, 'Moira succeeded to the united 
office of Governori General and Comman- 
der in Chief. i ,, , 

This year closed with a brilliant little 
affair, by a detachment employed in Bug- 
gailkundjiunder Lieutenant-Colonel J. W. 
Adams. , The fort of Entourie was stormed 
and carried, after a most desperate resis- 
tance on the part of the garrison. The 
Chief, who had been guilty of acts of wan- 
ton aggression towards a detachment of 
z 3 
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1B13 the Company's troops, wliei) he found that 
resistance ivas no longer of any avail, 
thiew himself into a house filled with com- 
bustibles, and thus burnt himself to death 
Details from the 2d Battalion 2d, 1st 
Battalion 5th, 1st of the pth, 2d of the 
10th, and 1st of the 11th Regiments, were 
engaged in this affair. i Tor vvhich see 
London Gazette, in the year 1814 * 

1814 In the course of the year 1814, the 
Bengal Government having been forced* 
into war with the state Of Ncpaul, by 
a series of aggressions on the part of the 

* The following particulars ore from an ofEcer who wai 
present Tlie gornson consisted of about one hundred 
and fifty men they fought in the breach for an hour and 
a quarter like tigers When the place was nearly earned, 
the enemy set fire (o it in several places, making the whole 
a sheet of fire, — tliej stdl kept fighting in the flames, till 
the Chief blew himself up This was a hard day s work , 
we were under arms mircbing, breaching, and sfonning, 
upwards of twenty hours Not many of tlie garrison es- 
caped, a few of the wounded survived, and shewed us the 
remains of their Chief 
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officers and troops of tliat predatory 
Government, thrc.c regiments of Nati\c 
Infantry were added to the establishment, 
and .numbered ,the 28th, 29th, and 30th, 
making a total of thirty regiments of 
Native Infantr}^ of two battalions each, 
which, on an average, yields the addition 
of one regiment per annum since the or^ 
gamzation of the army into twelve regi- 
ments, by the regulations of 1796. 
r The corps of Native Infantry, through- 
out the service, were augmented to ninety 
privates per company. Grenadier and 
light infantry battalions were formed ; and 
several local corps were raised for the 
internal duties of the provinces. 

A large portion of the army was en- 
gaged on very arduous service during the 
Nepaul war ; but sufficient information 
and particulars have not yet ,come .to 
hand, to admit of their being detailed in 
z 4 
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1814. this place. It is, however, to be hoped, 
that the conduct and services of the corps 
engaged in .that war will be hereafter re- 
corded, in continuation of this feeble 
attempt to preserve the history, and ap- 
preciate the character and merits, of the 
troops composing the East India Com- 
pany’s Native Infantry army, on the estab- 
lishment of Bengal. ‘ 

In that hope, the present sketch is now 
closed by subjoining the following brief, 
but impressive testimony,* addressed in 
a letter irom Bengal to this country, by 
an impartial observer during the Nepaul 
war in 1815. ' , t 

“ "We cannot sufficiently admire the 
“ Bengal Sepoys; such gallantry, submis- 
** si6n, teraperanrt;, and fidelity, were per- 
haps never combined in any soldiers.^’ ^ 
*Thc writer of this brief contiduation, 
or Supplement, cannot take leave of the 
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subject without many pangs of regret, 
heightened by the apprehension, that it 
may never again be his good fortune to 
serve with troops, who are endeared to 
him by a companionship of service, and 
professional xxertion in various situations, 
during a period of more than thirty years ; 
to whom he is proud to offer the tribute 
of Ui& grateful attachment arvd' affection ; 
and of whom he can consci'entiously^'de- 
clare his conviction, (adopting the words of 
Mr. Hastings, -quoted in the Appendix,) 
“ under the mostsolcmn appeal of religion," 
that with treatment of themost simple and 
practicable tenor, the characteristic qua- 
lities of gratitude, attachment, fidelity, 
cheerful obedience, and respectful deport- 
ment of the Native soldiery of Bengal, 
must ever reflect lustre on their moral 
and military virtues, and may be justly 
held forth as a theme of emulation and 
praise to all mankind. 


1614. 
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Comrades of my early youth, and of the 
best portion of life, which has been che- 
rished and rewarded through the medium 
of youl meritorious conduct, 
r IREWEI-n ’ 


Note — The custom which prevailed in former times, 
of celliag corps by the name of the ofBcer who raised, or 
who commanded them for a senes of years, has been gni 
dually falling into disuse, with regard to all corps raised 
since the establishment svas condensed into twelve regi 
meats, in 1 798 illl the battalions of those old corps still 
retain their ongioal appellation bot the practice could no 
longer be obaened with the same degree of propriety ot 
effect, with regard to corps raised since tl at period, wl ich, 
under the fluctuating circumstances of the service in regard 
to commandiDg ofBcers of corps, compared with tbe diffe 
rent state of things in former times, are generally described 
by the NaCiics as the Kight (1st) or Left (2d) Battalion 
of regiments respectively, mIucIi are expressed by their 
sumencal arrangetneot 
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A List of the Officers o/* the Bengal Army, 
iH the Year 1760 

Captains. 

Jolin Gounn lOHenry Oswald 

Tliomas Ten^ck llugU M*Kic 

James Spear Tliomas Robertson 

QiruUan Pisher Lauchlan M'Lcan 

j^Iartm York Giles Slibbert 

Ranfur I-ee Knox 15llcnry Spelman 

Peter Carslaars Martin While 

Charles Earnest Joecher James Tabby 
Alexander Champion IBPalnck Moran 

CATTAtT^-E^EnTE^AST. 
iJohn Broadbum. 

Lieutenants. 

William Tumor lOAnthony Casteel ' 

George Wilson John Price 

Ambrose Perry James Treadwell 

Henry Sommefs / John Trevaiuon 

SHugh Grant Sir WilUam Hope 

JohnNolUckcns ISLewvs Brown 

Christian Hasencliver John M'Donall 

John Mathews William Ellerson 

Prancis Cozens John Donnie 



348 


APPENDIX 


George Alston 
COJolin Bourne 
illiam Smith 
Primrose Gailhez 


George Sforrison 
Gilbert Ironside 
James Morgan 
C6Jolin While 


Ensic\*i 

Antliony Poher Samuel Hampton 

Pichard Parry lOMaunce Roach 

John Marne Benjamin Wilding 

Thomas PenMicL. James Jones 

S\\ illiam Glenn Richard Holland 

Archibald Sivmton John Wallins 

Walter Furlong IdJohn MacLleron ^ 

George Hay 

Total Officers— 60 ' ^ 

At present there arc upwards of ]600 officers on tlic 
military establishment of Bengal 

HoTE —It appears by a memorandum with Captain 
BVhams’s matrascnpCs, that in the year 1 rjff, immedtstely 
preceding the capture of Calcutta by the Newaub Suraja 
Bowlah, the officers and troops m the service of the Bast 
India Company, in Bengal, consisted as follows — 

In the garrison of old Fort William, 


Infantry- - - *^\inclusive of officers 

Artilleiy - - - - 45 j 


igo 

Of that number 60 only were Europeans, tlie rest were 
native Portugueze, dressed as Europeans, and called 
Topasses 

About 200 of the lalter description were detached at 
the subordinate factonea of Cossunbuzar, Dacca, Lucky 
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poofe anil BallaiO'c, but Ujcv coultl not reach Port 
^\ lUiam before jt was mtcstcrl * 

'Die troops in the Fori \>crt commanded b) Captain 
Mmcliin, commandant, Captams CUvton, iluchanan. 
Grant, and \V iilicnngton commanding the artdlerj Cap- 
tams Mmclun and Grant accompanied Go\emor Drake 
to the ships, some da^s before the Fort surrendered, the 
former s\as chsmi’^cd, but tlie latter rctumwl to llte ser- 
vice, arid Served under Cluo at Pbssci. Captaiui 
Clayton, Duchanan and \\ ithcriiigton dud in the btack- 
holc 

Tlic lieutenants and ensigns were as fuUows -—Lieu- 
tenants Ilishop, I lays, lilagg, Sunsom and Bellamy, 
Fnsigns Piccard, Scott, Hastings, \\ tdderbum and 
Walcott All of \vhom, except Mr alcott, pcnslied m 
the black-hole, and Mr W died shortly after Ensigns 
Carslairs and Muir vero detached at the out factories, 
and thus escaped the TTiisencs of Use black hole 


APPENDIX B. 

Procfedinc from Calpec, the detachment lost, on 
the second day’s march, one of its most valuable ofilcers. 
Captain James Cra^iford, commanding the 4th battalion, 
v\ho died from a stroke of the sun Connected with that 
unfortunate c^ent, the following relation of facts will 
doubtless be read with unfeigned sjTnpaUiy and admira- 
tion 

Captain Crawford had acquired Uie character of an 
excellent Sepoy officer, and the battalion which lie com- 
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roandetl ^\as considered one of llie finest corps iii tie 
SerMce 

The appellation of Crawfbnl, bysshicli the 4th hatta- 
tion svas caWed by the men of die corps, and the natives 
in general, tvaa an exception to the practice that generally 
prevailed in former times, of calling corps by the name of 
the officer by \\hom they were formed, or tliat of the place 
at wlucli they were raised * Captain Cranford svas con- 
sidered by the men as a ngid and perhaps severe discipli- 
narian, yet that excellent officer so happily blended, with 
the strictest pnnctples of military discipline and arrange- 
jnent, the practice of the most indexible intcgnty and 
impartial justice, lu the genera! exercise of theinduence 
end powers of authority, combined with considerate and 
manly indulgence, m regard to the religious habits, th« 
customs and prejudices of the men under bis command, 
that of Captain Crawford it may w ith truth be affirmed, 
he had the good fortune to verify what ought to be the 
emulation and object of eveiy militaiy man, vntb regard 
to those under his commaud, the enviable distinction of 
commanding their Ines through the medium of their 
affections 

It IS a fact no less creditable to Captain Crawford’s 
memory, than it is honourable to Uie character of the men 
whom he commanded, tJiat during the halt of the detach- 
ment at the encampment where he was buried, (which 

* The 4(h battalion bad been raned aod commanded by other 
officers previous to Capu n CnKfard, but the praressionat pride 
and ambition which be fe!t on succeed ng lo the coinmai d of the 
corps, made him aaiious to Iiave it called after his own name nliich 
be accomplished, not nitlioot some trouble m the Grst mstunce, but 
irbi^ bissubiequeot condoct sealed aad coaCtaed for ererl 
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conlinued for several dajs, ouing to the severity of the 
weather and waiting the arrival of stores, Sic. from Cavvn> 
poore,^ all die individuals of the corps, Native officers and 
tnen, went from time to time to render their tribute of 
grateful attachment and affection, by mahing their obei- 
sance, after the manner of tiieir countiy", at the grave of 
their lamented commander. And on tiic day tlie dctach- 
tnent moved forward from that encampment, the grateful 
and sorrowing Crawford, or 4(tt battafson, after it had been 
told off preparatory to the marcli, requested leave to pile 
their arms, and to be permitted, collcctivelj, to go and 
express their last benedictory fartwell over the remains of 
their respected commander, protector and friend. 

What soldier can read this witliinil being inspired with 
a resolution to emulate the example, and aspire to the 
honour which distinguished the character and exalted tlie 
memory of Captain Crawford’ or emphatically to ex- 
claim, in the language of Scripture, " May my last end 
be like bis.” 


APPENDIX C. 

General Order Issued hy the Commander-in* 
Chhf. 


Tori U'tlham, QSth Teb 1785, 

Minute nx Waiiufk Hastings, Esq Govehnor- 
GenERAL, DATJID IStFEB. 1765. 

The Governor-general, havmg been precluded, hy llie 
distance of the last station of the detachment lately re- 
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turned from service in the west of India, from making his 
acknowicdgniaits in person for their exemplary services, 
and being now on the eve of departing for Europe, re- 
ijuests Uie Coirmander-in-chief to publish to llie officers, 
his countrjmcii, and to the native officers and Sepoys of 
tlie different corps which comprised tliat detachment, his 
thanks for the distingmshed honour whicli tlielr gallant 
and persevering spirit and splendid successes have re- 
■flected on the govemment overwlnch he presided, and 
on iiimself in particular, for the share which he had in tlieir 
original appointment; for having under that appointment 
restored the lustre of the British arms ; for having succesb- 
fully attempted and achieved a long and perilous march 
through hostile and anknown regions, from the banks of 
the Ganges to the western coast of India, and proved by 
tlieir example tliat tliere are no difficulties which Uic true 
spirit of military enterprire, under British conduct, b not 
capable of surmounting. 

The Govenior-general desires also to availhiinself of the 
same mode to take his final leave of the army in general, 
to whom hesliall deem himself bound in honour to afford, 
wherever and whenever required, his testimony of their 
colIectiTe and separate merits, for all have occasionally 
entitled tliemselves to his tiianks; and to declare, as he 
most conscientiously does, even under the most solemn 
appeal^f religion, that the British arms have, in no part 
of the world, better sustained their genuine character » 
than those of the eshihlishment of Bengal. 

^Signed) Warrek Hastings. 



APPCNlIlXi 


353 


APPENDIX D. 

feewerfl/ Orders hy the Gotemment of Hengat^ 
dated Tort U^tlUam^ t^e 22// of January, 1785. 
The Governor-general and Council direct, Tliat tlicir 
tliaiiks be expressed in General Orders to Colonel Pearse 
and the Puropcan officers, and tbeKatiic oflicers and 
prKalcs composing the detachment lately returned froln 
the Carnatic, for tlicir gallant htliaviour and useful ser-* 
vices in the defence of the Company^ tcmtoncs in the 
Gamvlic during the course of a long and unequtil war, 
and as a lasting mark of their approbation, they beston on 
each of the Sepoy regiments a pair of honorary standards } 
on each of the subadars a gold medal, nnd on each of tlio 
jemadars a silver one, nith such a dcv;cc, motto and 
inscription as shall be judged applicable to the occasion , 
and medals of the same sort to the officers of die Ghohin* 
daiu corapan) , also similar badges, of infenor value, to 
such of the men, vvarrant-ofliccts and pnvntea as have 
served, with the detachment from the commencement of 
the expedition until its return into the provinces 

The Governor-general and Council further direct, Tliat 
in acknowledgment to the services of the two great 
detachments which have served lo the Carnatic and the 
west of India, an additional pay of two roupecs per 
month be granted to each non-commissioned officer and 
private of the Curopcan corps ,* and one roupee pey 

* The llonouraWc Company*! 1st reg meat of Europeao infantry 
of the Ben^ evtahUshmeot, as «eU as Furopean arttUery detads, 
were detached to aid the presidency of Fort St George m the war 
with llyder Ally Tl cy were coiiDcntly d stinguished for their 
\alQur and efitctency U roaglbwit Umi arduoas war, of the former, 
thsir veteran coromander sn-eliief. Sir Eyre Coote, observed, oit 
A A 
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month to each non-Avarrant officer and Sc]toy of the 
Native corps composing (hose detachments svlio »erc 
onginallj attached to the same, on the mardi to their 
respecthe destinations, and returned with them. 

This additional paj to comraence from the first of the • 
present year. • 

General Order, hy Warren Hastings, Governor^ 

, General. 

Camp at Ghyrttt^, January 2Sth, 1 785. 

The Govemor'generaJ,hawog already testified his sense, 
in tlie General Orders issued by tlie Governor-general and 
Council, of the meritorious conduct of the corps lately 
returned from the Carnatic, can add nothing to the credit 
of their services by any achnoulcdgment which he, as an 
individual, cau make to Uicm ; jet they will not be dis- 
pleased to receive from him die separate tribute of his 
particulariuid personal tliaidcs, for his share of tlic repu- 
tation which their actions have rcilcrtcd on the govern- 
ment of Bengal, m its original appointment of Uic de- 
tachment to the relief of (lie Caniatic. 

Great as the exertions have been, Mliicli were made by 
the gallant troops cmplojcd on that Borrice, it wll in no 
degree derogate from them to affirm, That to this aid the 
Company’s possessions and interests under tlicprcsidcncy 
of Fort St. George owe their present existence ; ami that 
with every report made to tliis government of the suc- 
cesses of the war, the most hoiiouraldc mention was 

tone ocettlira of a fen de joir,«luch they did not execute very eor- 
recdj— “ D— — a thoie fellaws, Uiey srt J«»d fur nuUung but 
titfilinj * 
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limfonulj made of the BcogJil detachment, as primarily 
distinguished by its patience of hanUhip, its generous 
Submission to the pressure of lliosc wants which affected 
e>ery corps of the service, but which ivcrc to them/ 

* acting at such a distance from their mtne homes, tlie 
cause of aggravated distress, by its steady discipfine, 
acUvitj, and effective \aIour 

The Govcmor-gcncrat hfts deemed it uicumhcnt upon 
him to nsil the detachment m person, to offer lus thanWi 
to them before tlicir separation, and desires that tlie com- 
manding officer, whom he m proud (o call his friend,* 

* tinll male Uicra knoivn in public orders to tlie officers, 
his countrymen, and to the Kative officers and private 
sepoys of the detachment 

The term of his pubbe existence is now within a few 
days of its close But it is a consolation to him tims to 
mix with lus regrets, for the loss of a service endeared to 
him by many years of carc» attachment and vicissitudes, 
a declaration of justice and grolitude marking Us last 
period (.Signed) Wakhev Hastings 

Mimifcs of Coimcili ^6tlt January, 1785 
Tlie following Minute, by the Governor general, being 
80 consonant to die ideas of the other Members, and 
80 creditable to himself, they requested and obtained 
hi 3 Permiseion for the Publication of it at length, in 
General Orders 

THE GOVEB^OR GENERAL 
Tlie detachment sent from this presidency to the relief 
of the Carnatic consisted, m Us original formation, of above 

ColooellliomuCcsiQePeane oft^« Bengal art 

A A 3 
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5,000 men ; and is now reduced, by die service it lias 
seen, to Jess tlian 2,000. TTiese smaJJ remains bciaj 
returned to GJi^Tett}, iJie Goveraor-gcucral yesterday 
visited tlielr encampment; and be hopes lliat tlic Board 
vill allow that indulgence to bis feelings, excited by tlic 
mixed sentiments of gratitude and regret, which rvcrc 
impressed b) tlic occasion, as to accept witli candour the 
following* recommendation which it has induced him to 
mahe in their behalf: i i' 

Tlie Board hare liberally reworded the services of the 
Katucofficers and privates of the detachment, and afforded 
such testimonies of those wliicli have been rendered by 
the liuropean officers, as will be felt by men professing 
(he spint of honour sshicli (hey base so signally displayed, 
with seniiiiients euperior to such as are excited by Ihe 
pledges of substantia] bounty,— -neidicr is it easy to devise 
others. Such additional Imiiours as may be bestowed, 
the goscniof'gcscra! now begs lease to recommend; and 
ibcsc arc, as fulloss s : 

Ist. 'Jlsat a assonl lie gi'cii to Colonel Pearse, the 
commanding officer of tlie corps, and one to each of tlic 
lieutcnant'culuncls Ids svcoinl uod tldrd in rommsnif, 
IJeiitetiant'Colone! Bdoionstone atnl Btciitcnant-Culoiirl 
Blaise, bodiasa Icsliinoiiyoftbvirfjilhfid ainJ inentorions 
scrsiccs, and for the incitement of example to others 
their juniors. 

2iUy. That die oflicirs wlmate nosv atlactird to the 
coqi», ill wliatPscrdsTtTsvrof cuniinaiid, may 1*0 confirnirtl 
in tlirir stations ami rommaotls, irntwitlistarnlmg the 
pincral rnhs of BpjKiintiiimt. 5*«rli an iiuhdprm-r s» df 
l/c c<|iiaHi grat< fuJ to the officers ihenitrhci, and to the 
men siboJiasr smed widi ibem, as tlie rruiotal of lJif< 
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former, for the sake of a literal adlicrcnce to general rule, 
A^onld appear like the prUation of the right, mIucIi the 
chance of lianl and socrc service has giten to the sur- 
viving oHicers of Ihc.dctachment, in favour of others \vho 
ha%‘o enjojed a long season of repose j and Would he a 
cruel separation of the scpo>s from the ofTiccrs to nhom 
they arc endeared by their common sufTerings, and ope- 
rate as a more cruel hardship, hj placing them under 
strangers, to whom their merits will he nnknotvu or nnfelt. 

Sdly. That the names of the officers be entered on 
record, for such future marks of the fas our of government 
as the rules of the service may admit ; and to this list may 
be joined, on the same principle, iJiat of llic oflicers nlio 
have lately served with the other great detachment re- 
turned from the other side of India. 

Tins is the last appeal which 1 chill make to my present 
colleagues in the administration ; and I venture to declare, 
without consulting them, that the sentiments of one are 
similar to my own, from the same impulse, excited hy tlxc 
personal meeting w ilh men so deserving, and among them 
■ •some veterans who were once his associates m the same 
career of military enterpnze ; and lliat those of my suc- 
cessor* wiU be not less favourable, when, to the spirit of 
liberal discernment, he shall have joined the same per- ■ 
sonal motives as those which 1 have ascribed to myself 
and Mr. St 3 Lles.+ 

(Signed) Warren Hastincjs. 

* Sit John MTherson, Bart. > ' 

■f John SuJJa«, 'Ess^. nC cwiCftvV — fetrawty vbe nnny 

^ and cosusanded a battalion at the battle of Bnar, 
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APPENDIX E. ' 

Extracts from Mr. Hastings's Karratke of the 
Insurrection xohich happened in the Zeemecdar^ 
of Benares, in the month tf August, 

V On my arrival at Chunar, I found myself in groat 
and immediate distress for want of money. Tiie troops 
were some four, and others five months in arrears; and 
as the Rajah Chej’t Sing had the country on all sides at 
his dev otion, I had not the smallest prospect of obtalnuig 
supplies, until the motions of our troops from djfferont 
quarters should open a communication : I have, hotvever, 
great pleasure in testifying that, distressed as Uie Sepoys 
were for the want of money, they never manifested the 
least symptom of discontent. I frequently visited the 
camp, and passed the lines each time io review: once» 
find only once, I < heard one or two voices of complaint, 
hut neither clamorous nor disrespcctrul. 

“ Whatever judgment may be passed on my particular 
■conduct, I am jCt happy (hat it lias proved the means of 
calling fortli llic inherent virtue of my countrymen, and 
displaj'ing to tdl the pan ers and people of India, both Uie 
national character, and Uic national constitution, by sucli 
riftcUas liave been unrecorded io thrjr hislorict, and are 
scarce conceivable by tlirir habits oftliinbing. 

suddenness of our calamities; thedulanceof as. 
sistance; the priretion of erery present rcsoiiree; the 
manifest interest which anmutesl and imjielled every 
corps, and every inditldual, to tlic support of tlie rommoo 
rauie; end the rapidity with which they rushed tori^'e! 
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the common danger,— ire facts of universal observation , 
and will contribute more efitsctuallj to the permanency 
of the Hritisb influence and dominion than ibc most 
splendid Mctoncs obtained over odversanes of the highest 
reputation; because they shew ihc Inrmony which imites 
all the parts of our government, and tlieir augmented 
strength under the compression of external violence,— 
and will be remembered as a most striking example, 
which every man concerned m its operations will apply to 
his own interests and feelings, that its greatest and most 
successful exertions have arisen out of Uic most desperate 
cmergenacs, and have fallen, m every such instance, with 
"the most dreadful v cngcancc on the heads of its aggressors 
”Thc same spmtammalcd every officer of every corps, 
end infused itself into the men under their command, w itli 
en effect so far exceeding the common occurrences of 
human affairs, that m tlie short space of one month, this 
great and valuable province, which liad been suddenly 
and wholly lost, was in substance wholly recovered to the 
"British empire 

After particularizing the mentonous services of officers 
and corps, INIr. Hastings concludes as follows — 

** Such have been the spirited and judicious exertions 
of your officers and troops, m support of the Company's 
most valuable rights and possessions, of the dignity of 
their Government, of the honour and safety of their Chief 
Magistrate a conduct which manifests the strongest 
attachment and affection on their parts, and implies au 
observance of justice and regard to the prospenty and 
Aappracss of those who are pfacerf under our authority, 
on ours 

“ These arc circumstances which will always afford mr 

AA4 
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the most pleasing reflections, notivlthstanfling the cala* 
mities vhich lia\e produced them.” ‘ 

Tile following observations may be appropriately 
added, in illustration of the foregoing testimony. 

Let it not be foigottcn, that on the critical occasion of 
tbc revolt ofChejtSing,and the provinces undcrliis eon- 
I troul, the fidelity, attachment, and devotion of the Native 
soldiery to their sense of duty, was Inherent, spontaneous, 
and undisguised } for had die shadow of any other feeling 
found place in tlieir minds, there was no European force 
employed on lliat service, nor near at hand, which could 
I for a moment liave overawed or eontroulcd the conduct 
I of the Native troops: the only European detailshaving 
been, as before mentioned, the two flank companies of the 
Sd European Regiment, a small portion of artillery, and 
the company of Foreign Rangers; and of flic latter nearly 
half were killed and wounded, in flio rafli attack and 
failure on the town of Ramnagurh. 

Tlie following anecdote, connected with the warfare 
to which the Eenarcs insurrection gave rise, is w orthy of 
being added.— It is contained in one of flie aflidarili in 
the Appendix to Mr. Hastings’s Narrative, heforequoted. 

Tlic spirit of revolt and hostilit} toward the English 
Government soon rpread itself over the province* of ll*e 
Vizier’s domluious, which were contiguous to fliosc of the 
Zcemccdary of Denares. 

Tlie corps in flicYizier*s senice, which were com* 
manded b} English oflicers, (lent for flie purpose from 
llic Company's ami>,)in some mstances mutinteil, and 
were dir{>oved to Join tlic insurgents ; whilst other detach* 
merits Bud parties remainrJ faithful to their othcers, and 
taking refuge la fort«, &.c. exrrfed their cflorti to oppose 
the tonait of hostility and scditkn. 
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Tlie afijilaMt stales, tlial tlie fort of Ghoruckpoor ms 
altatkoil b> near six \liouaaml rebels , tlicrc was a Jcnia 
dar(\atnc officer) and about fiftj men in the fort, who 
bchaied most gallaiillj TI>e attack commenced near 
nine o’clock m the evening , they earned the outer fort, 
which was too extensile, and the part) were obliged to 
retire to die citadel, where there were upwards of two 
hundred pnsoncr* confined they cndeximired to seize 
the Sepovs, in which attempt nineteen of the prisoners 
were put to death, and many wounded Tlie attack con- 
tinued till near four o’clock in the afternoon, when Shaw- 
mut Khan, a jemadar, and nine men, who had been or- 
dered to march there from Puroonah at the hegionmg of 
die disturbances in the country, arrived in the town , the 
people told them to throw down their arms, and run off 
to the jungles to save their lives, for it was impossible 
for them to get into the fort, as it w as surrounded by six 
thousand rebels, who must carry it m a few minutes 
Tlie Jemadar, with admirable presence of imnd, re- 
plied, that he was only the adranced jiarly, and that the 
Captain with the Battalion and the guns, w ere close after 
them, — called out to n man to mu and bring them up, 
tliat the whole of the rebels might be destroyed, — and im- 
mediately fired upon the rebels Tlie report instantly 
spread, a panic seized Uic whole, and they ran off in the 
utcnosl confusion He joined the party in the fort inth 
hts lime men they sallied out after die rebels, and cut 
off about two hundred of them During the attacks, the 
rebels freijucndv called out to the Jemadar to deliver up 
the place to them, as Uiey had Perwanahs from the 
Begiini, Chejt Sing, and Sadutt Ally, for what they did 
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■General Orders^ by Earl Corna. allis, Commander 
VI Chitfy an the return of the Eight Eatta- 
lions of Bengal Sepoys from the xcar in My^ 
sore 
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A convejnnce so much at wiancc with Ihcir feelings and 
inclinations. It is a pleasing reflection to him, that dur- 
ing his government, a spirit has been shewn bj the l^alivo 
soldleij of sacrificing their prejudices to tlieir duty, ami 
of overcoming th^ir natural reluctances when tlie stale 
has’ occasion for their services} and lie tnists that the 
example set by the Volunteers, of embarking on board 
ship, and the reports wliicb they will spread among their 
fellow aoUliers of the great care ami attention bestowed 
by Government, and the ofltccrsof ships, to render tlicir 
situation during the vopge as comfortable and commo- 
dious as possible, will completely remove from the minds 
of the Native soldiers in the service of the Company, that 
aversion to sea voyages which so long prevafled amongst 
them. 

It is positively enjoined to commanding oflicers of bat- 
talions to which the Volunteers will be distributed, that 
they pay particular attention to the merits of tliose men, 
and hold in remembrance their claims to promotion, when 
opportunities occur. 

The conduct of Lieutenant-Colonel Cockerell in the 
field, of Major Russell, and the other staff officers of the 
detachment, and of commanding officers of corps, was on 
different occasions noticed in terms of strong approbation 
in file General Orders to the army, and the Commander 
in Chief has great pleasure in now declaring, that Lieute- 
nant-Colonel Cockerell, in tlie general command of the 
detachment, has manifested so unremitting an attention 
♦/j. *li«. »h«; WAV. wwIrs Wa tbrjrgt, -mdi ^ Viit im- 

portant object of economy in public expenses, as to en- 
title him to the fullest approbation and thanks of Govern- 
ment *, whilst file aceounta received from every quarter, 
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of tlie orderly betftviour of the troops during tlie march 
to and from Madras, as n ell in ouroun countries as those 
of our friends and allies, are unquestionable proofs of the 
discipline and regularity which has been mamtained in the 
detachment 

(Signed,) * P Murray, 
Adjutant General 

Issued in Camp, on the soathem bank of die Sooban 
Reeka River, 25ih January, 1793 
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* Detachment Ordas, by Lt Colonel Coda cll 

Camp South of the Soelan Reclta River, 
Slit January, 1793 

Tjic detachment being amacd on die somhem boun- 
dary of the Honourable Company's Bengal Provmces, 
till, place of rendezvous of corps, w March, 1790, and 
where I t Colonel Cockerell bad ibc honour to enter on 
the command, lie embraces Ibc occasion to congratulate 
ofliccrs aiul troops on (heir return from a very long and 
arduous foreign sirv icc. It has been a service (bat admit- 
ted ofixertions of military aninur and gallantry, wliiclt 
vull gire a lustre to their reputation wore titan tiwaH/ 
occurs and the proof these Native corj>j Jiaic crmccd 
of attvebment to ibcir colours is not less conspicuously 
creditable, than is the vv illtng zeal they displayed on every 
occasion where their sirv ices were commanded during the 
UtevTM v,iUi rtit Swltawsv of Mywn 
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^'\le^fc^ycommcn^^aWc conduct obscned by l\ic lrooj>s 
in all intercourse wUli the inhabitants of tlic districts itt the 
route of the march, the Commanding Ofliccf is authorized 
to speak of from his own obsctri'ation : hut he possesses 
the additional satisfaction of public acknowledgments 
from the Cliiefa of Seltlemeuta, Collectors, and Itcuters, 
in terms of thanks and high praise of the behaviour of the 
detachment, and which Lieutenant-Colonel Cockerell has 
this day preferred to Earl Cornwallis. 

The corps composing the detachmentTriU separate to 
their respective destinations from this encampment. Lt. 
Colonel Cockerell therefore takes this opportunity to de- 
clare to the officers and soldiers, tliat he shall ever retain 
the most perfect esteem for therr merits. 

'Tile ’testimonials published in the General Orders of 
the Grand Army, whilst serving in Mysore, by the Right 
ITonourable Earl Cornwallis, of the ardour, the obedience, 
and the patience under fatigues of service, which these 
corps manifested, are so recent, that Licutenant-ColoncI 
Cockerell would deem it superfluous to retrace those oc- 
casions in any Orders by him; but he has adverted to 
them that he might express in this public manner his own 
personal acknowledgments to the corps: a sentiment 
which naturally presents itself to his mmd, from having 
had the honour to be their Commanding Officer during a 
service that has added to their military reputation, and 
x>hich he entreats of Commanding Officers to explain to 
their corps in his name. 

Ijeutenant-Colonel Cockerell hopes that Major RusSell, 
his second in command, and tlic commanding officers of 
battalions, will be assured that be entertains the highest 
sense of their unwearied attentions to the corps, and of 
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the sujiporl they liare in^'ariably afforded him in tlie du- 
lies of his command. He has had the peculiar happiness 
to see his orders obejed with a promptness and zeal 
which scarcely required the coercion of the powers an- 
nexed to command ; a zeal certaiidy founded on tlie first 
military principles, ** confidence, and respect for autho- 
rity;” but to which he has the pride to bclime, a third 
principle obtained some influence; a regard to lus station 
in the public rcsponalbility of command : it is a proof of 
their friendship that wll make a lastmg impression on his 
memory, and claims his most sincere Uianks. 

• To die European officers in general, and staff, JLicute- 
tiant-Colonel Cockerell wishes to acknowledge thesery 
sensible pleasure with wlitcli he has obserred their inva- 
riable cndcaiours united to promote the harmony of so- 
ciety since the formation of die detachment ; the singular 
success resulting Uierefrom redounds no less fsvourably 
to their private stations than is Uicir public conduct ho- 
nourable to their official capacities. 

(Signed) Edmuno Wells, 

Jfajor of Brigades 


APPENDIX G. 

77ic JbUo-a'iug; jlccount of the /tetion of the 
^Qth of October^ 1791, Ucopxedfrom the Col- 
cutta Gazette. 

Canp lUnpore. SGlb October, 17P>. 
The whole line was ordered to be under arm* tJiii 
morning an hour before daylight; tic General and Ids 
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staff tnoTcd to reconnoitre some miles in front ; tlicy savr 
the enemy forming In full force; ami after s^’auing some 
time to judge of the probable disposition Uicy should take, 
rode back to camp to direct the arrangements for action. 
Our army moved forward tn Ime, the artillery in llic itiicr- 
vab of corps, the cavalry on the right flank ; tlie charge of 
the enemy .was most daring ami gallant, ami it is utterly 
impossible It could have been surpassed; both Imcs met, 
and intermingled. Tlic bajouct at length prevailed, and 
our army pursued the enemy across tlic Doojoora rUulct. 
Tlic enemy was said to liave consisted of S5,000 men, of 
which 4^000 were cavalry, who directed all their efibrts 
against the reserve, and made dreadful execution. Tlie^ 
number of the enemy killed was great. Our loss in Eu- 
ropean oflicers was very afllicting. Major EoUon was 
shot, after having cut down several of tl>e assailants.* 
His battalion behaved with a degree of steadiness which 
would have done honour to the most disciplined corps m 
the world. 

The charge on the part of the enemy was particularly 
singular; they formed mime, infinitely beyond the evtent 
of ours, in deep wedges, supposed of 50 deep. When 
the signal for our advancingwas given, we moved m good 
order, slowly forward, at that tunc about 1200 yards from 
the enemy. They likewise moved towards us. When 
the hnes were within about 500 yards of cacli other, 
Gholam Mahomed’s people scattered individually, ap- 
proached in that extraordinary manner, and contested flic 
point with our bayonets. They appeared to despue ottv 

* Major Bolton commanded the J8th Battalion. He w« a rs* 

maiVaWj Urge, powerf ol man. 
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muskclr) , and upon evciy ^iscliarge of artilleiy, em- 
braced tlie ground, instantly nsing again, and advancing 
to tlie charge , their arms were spears, matchlocks, and 
swords, which latter they employed with destructive ef- 
fect, and their attack, as by universal consent, was called 
the Highland Charge 


APPENDIX II 

It was ahont the middle of July, 1804, that ll e retreat 
commenced, and with the exception of the sWrt halt 
under the walls of Rampoorali, where, the troops had 
some little repose, the men endured the greatest hardships 
and privations with heroic firmness, and perfect obedience 
to authority 

Tlie whole of the camp-equipage was abandoned at the 
'Mokundra pass, on the third day of the retreat Troin 

that time the troops had no shelter whatsoever from the 

elements, nor any provisions but what they could find in 
the deserted villages whtcli were contiguous to the route 
of the detachment Many of the men were without 
shoes, performing long and harassing marches by day aud 
night, from twelve to twenty four hours together, con- 
stantly surrounded by large bodies of the enemy s horse, 
attacking, or making demonstrations of attack, from time 
to time , and frequently making use of their light artillery, 
which could not be replied to, the whole of the guns of 
the detachment having been spiLed and abandoned in the 
early part of the retreat The rainy season w as at its 
height, 80 that the flooded slate of that quaggy country 
rendered the marching doubly fatiguing, and when the i, 



troops ^cre allowed Intcnals for lialtmg,' they had not 
any shelter, nor a diy spot to rest upon. 

Every mode of hrihery, intrigue, and terror, was prac- 
tised hy the enemy to withdraw the Sepoys from their al- 
legiance. Money was offered, promotion, &c. was pro- 
mised to all who would quit their colours, and give up 
their oflicers; withtlireals of the most cruel treatment to 
all who should fall into the enemy's hands; a threat 
which was most inhumanly veriBed in many instances af- 
tenvards. 

As soon as any of die enemy’s spies were discovered, 
tljcy were seized by the men, and brought to their officers, 
to whom they urged the propriety of shooting them 
without furtlicr ceremony. 

Under tlic influence of despair, more than any other 
motive, it was coocclved, some few desertions did take 
place ; but the Instances were few indeed, considering the 
dilemma to which those gallant troops were reduced. 

Tlie enemy’s cavalry was so numerous, that the troops 
were obliged to march in a square wherever the country 
admitted of that order being prc«ervod ; this increased the 
restraint and fatigue of the march : but the security and 
confidence which it yielded, made the men conform to it 
with tlie utmost precision and alacrity . 

Tlie men were often heard to erpress their wish that 
General Moiison would Jialt, and wait the arrival of the 
whole of the enemy’s army, when tliey would be answer- 
able with their lives to put him in possession of all tlie 
enemy’s guns.* At otlier times they would express their 

* The enemy’* caratfy mtb some light arullery were pressing ilie 
retreating troop*, whilst his lofantry, and a very cxteosive plrk of 
artillery were following. 
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agony and mortification, tliat the reputation vliich they 
had acquired under General Lick (Lord Lake) should be 
tarnished by a retreat, ubteh would never have taken 
place, iftheirwishes could have prevailed 

In consequence of the swollen state of the rivers, owiog 
to tlie periodical rams, the retreat of tJie deticlimcnt was 
impeded for sev eral days on the banks of a nvulet bcln ecn 
Kotoh and Ilanipooralr, and nhtcU they were at length 
compelled to cross under circumstances of tlie utmost 
dffiiculty, in order to avoid starvation Hie only mode 
that could be resorted to for getting the troops across w as 
by making rails from such wood as could bogot from tlie 
roofs of houses m the neighbouring villages, and by 
making the elephants swim to and fro with as many men 
as they eould carry at a time But n dreadful scene of 
confusion nnd disaster ensued, rafU crowded with men 
went down before they reached the opjvosite bank, nod 
when the elcpl ants became tired from swimming across 
so oficn, Uicy frequently in the midst of Oiw stream shook 
all who were on their backs into the river, most, or nil of 
whom peruhed Towards nij,l t most of Uic troops had 
crossed or penshed, but most of (he camp followers, sol* 
dicrs’ wives, children, f»c remamed on the o2ipo3jle side 
till morning Tliosc unfortunate creatures Iiad no protoc* 
tJOD, and during ihc night, bands of robbers and free- 
booters from tlie lulls attacked, plundcre 1, and massacred 
many of tl rm, vri dst Uitir cries were hcanJ by their hus- 
band*, falhen, Ssc on tlie otber side of Uic river, vvl o 
were tortured into a state of despair end fmiry J( was 
wilhUie utmost dilTicnlty ll»e officers could irevnil the 
men from throwing thcmsilrc* into die rticr under the 
tnfluenee of ll cir agonized feelings Sentinels wsre 
posteti along the bank for the puipose, but uotwitlistaod 
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inj, several men, it ^\■as rt*derstood, lost tlieir lives in 
tiiat dreadful manner. 

At tlie passage of the Banass river, on the 24Uj of Au- 
gust, vvhen the troops composing tlic rear guard, consist- 
ing of the 2d Battalion 2d Bcgimcnt, anti the piquets of 
the line, under the gallant Major Sinclair, \\ ere ncarl) an- 
nihilated by the ovci^vhelmiog force whicli the cneni^ 
brought against them after llic rest of the detachment had 
crossed the river, and could render the rear-guard no sup- 
port, large bodies of the enemy’s horse hav ing also crossed 
the river to keep them in check, a remarkable instance of 
heroism and^ devotion was displayed by a Subadar or Je- 
madar of the 2(1 of the Cd, who was seen from the oppo- 
rile side of tlie river, retiring with a stand of colours m 
one hand, and defending himself with the other, until he 
reached the bank of the river, into which he plunged, but 
sunk with the colours, to rise no more * 

Bshausted and broken down as the gallant remains of 
this unfortunate detachment were, when they reached 
Agra, on the SOtli August, and following daj s, (for from 
the Blana pass to Agra^ a distance of about 50 miles, 
there was no longer any connected order of inarch pre- 
served,) the troops no sooner beard tliat Lord lake 
was pressing forward with sucli corps as could be col- 
lected, for the purpose of checking the enemy’s career, 
than they all expressed the most earnest desire to be spee- 
dily equipped for tlie field, tliat they might have an op- 

• The colours of tlie Nftlire Wttalions, of which there are two 
vtaodswith cich corps, as in llis Majesty’s service, an union and 
a regicnental colour, arc always earned by Native commissiooeci 
efEceri 
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portunity of revenging the sufferings to wlrich they bad 
been exposed. i 

The Commander in Chief, in testimony of his sympa- 
thy and perfect conviction of their meritorious conduct, 
ordered the Island 2d Battalions of the 12 th, and the 2d 
Battalion of the 21s^ being the three corps which were 
first re-equipped, to join the army in the field, and ap- 
pointed those corps rritli the flank companies of his 
Majesty’* 22d Foot, to constitute the rcscirc of the army 
under his I^irdship’s personal command ; in vvhicli situ- 
ation they had the honour of accompanying the cavalry 
during the labonous marches for thirteen suecessive days, 
in pursuit of Holkar’s cavalry from Dchly to Futtehgiuh. 

N. D. The position from which the detachment com" 
menced its retreat was upwards of 350 miles from 
Agra. 

Tlie Official Account of the proceedings of the detach- 
ment, from the 7lli of July to the cud of August, was 
published in die Calcutta Gazette Extraordinary of the 
2d of October, 1804. i 


appendix I. 

The following affecting circumstances relating to the 2d 
Battalion 25di Begiment are so honourable to the 
memory of Captain Charles Christie, by whom that 
corps was first raised and fonned; and at the same 
time such a noble illustration of the characteristic 
virtues and feelmgs of the Native Soldiery of India, 
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(hat, being in possession of tbe auUienticatcd fact. 
It would be unpardonable to omit its m«erlion m tins 
place 

{ 

The C5tli regiment, with others, as lias been stated, 
^as raised towards the close of 1804, and Cnptam 
Christie was selected for the duty of raising and forming 
the Cd battalion of that regiment at Futtchgurh 

So inadequate \sas the previous strength of the army 
to tbe demand for troops, occasioned by the arduous and 
widely extended v arfarc in u Inch the government of India 
was then engaged, that U was neccssar}, very early in 
^1805, to bring those young corps fonvard, to co-operate 
with tbe anny engaged m the field 
blentonous and indefatigable as were the exertions of 
all the officers xvho w ere employed m raising and forming 
those corps, it tviU be no disparagement to them to de> 
dare, that the 2d of the 25tb, under Captain Christie, 
surpassed the others by its more early appearance of 
military efficiency and perfection 

Captam Cbnstie was blessed ^^^dl that happy bene- 
ficence of disposition which made it his constant practice 
and delight to blend paternal kindness and conciliation 
With the requisite exercise of autbonly as an officer 
To use the -words of an ^c-\ntness, Captain Christie 
had raised, clothed and disciplined the corps with all the 
tenderness of a parent, and all the solicitude and pnde of 
a soldier the commander and tlie men were proud of 
each other But he had barely accomplished this first 
wish of his heart in bnnging die corps to maturity, when 
he was seiaed with a violent illness, which, m a few days, 
n B 3 
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deprived Ibe corps and U»c service of a ^alualJlc and cr- 
cmplary ofiiccr. 

“Captain Christie died oo the SOdi of i^priJ, 1605, and 
was buried at Saintrcc, on the left bank of the Jumna, 
betttcen Agra and Muttra. The Natne ofEcers of the 
corps^ so confraiy to Oidr customs and religious pre- 
judices, solicited permission to cany tlie corpse of their 
belo^ed commander to tlic grave; the whole corps fol- 
lowed the mournful procession with a general countenance 
of affliction and grief, presenting one of the most aCTecting 
scenes I ever beheld. After die funeral ceremony each 
sepoy stepped fonvard to look into the grase, threw a 
clod of earth on die coffin, and retired m mclanclioly 
Silence , the whole corps sorrowing lo tears.” 

A similar instance of grateful attadiment and respect 
for their commanding officer was since evinced by the 
2d Battalion of theSd Bcgiment, on the death ofLieut^ 
nant-CoIoDel John Tostcr, at Deh!}, in May, 1811$ 
which is also wdl Worthy of being recorded in this 
little memoir, and is therefore copied accordingly from 
the Calcutta Government Gazette — 

X)iedatDeliIy, on Ute lllh instant, (May, 1811,) lieu- 
tenant CoJoBcl Jehu Toster, comwaudiag the 2d Batta- 
lion Sd Begiment of Kative iofantry. 

“ This wortliy and lamented man was beloved and 
esteemed by all who had the happiness of knowing him. 
He was an affectionate husband, a fender father, and 
faithful fnend: --a zealous and valuable officer; and a 
atnet, yet temperate, disciplmanaa. 

“ As a last mark of affection to his person and vene- 
ration for his memory, the sepoys of Ins battahon en- 
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treated tote aMo^Yed to catrj !jw remains to Uie place of 
interment: their uish was complied with, arid the) hore 
his colTiii to the gruNC. 

** Tl\e sokmnUy of tUe fwvwtal ptocessioti, tlic un- 
feigned sentiments of sorrow depicted in llie counte- 
nances of the whole of the troops in garrison^ consisting 
of two battalions and fi\e companies of scpo)3 ami tiie 
artillery brigades, whicli attended the funeral, were greatly 
affecting.” 

Jlen, who, by such noble conduct, exalt the character 
of their nation amongst foreign tribes and m distant 
regions of the globe, may indeed be said to deserve well 
of their country ; and to be entitled to its best distinc- 
tions and rewards. Hut whcOier such be their recom- 
pense Or not, tliey will derive a still higher gratification 
in the consciousness of having well fulfilled one great 
principle of CUrlsuan duty, by liaving considered and 
treated all mankind as (heir brethren; and by the joyful 
anticipation of extending to their relatives and friends the 
heartfelt consolation of finding their memories endeared 
to Uiero, by the honour and respect with which their 
characters may be pourtrayed at that lime, when the 
honour and respect of mankind can alone be duly 
appreciated. 


APPENDIX J. 

General Orders Ity ihe Commander in Chiefy 
Head Quarters on hoard the Hononrablt 
■ Company's Ship WaUhamstoxo. , 

Saugur Roads, S4lh February, 1787. * 

The Right Honourable I^ird Lake having taken his 
n B 4 
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departure from Fort for llie purpose of return- 

ing to Europe, feels himself now called upon to perform 
the last act of pubJic daty m Ws shaaiion of Com- 
mander in Cliief in India, by recording liis final testimony, 
of the character and conduct of the army of India, and of 
all the oflicers and soldiers s\ho liave served under his 
command. 

In attempting Uie discliargc of that duty, his Lordship 
feels it difficult, either to do justice to them or to his own 
feelings, under the mixed sensations of pride and regret, 
inseparable from the occasion of contemplating their 
merits, and of bidding adieu to officers and men, collec- 
tnely and indi\idually endeared |o him by habits of inter- 
course and the mutual exertions of lhe_ spirit of profes- 
sional enterpriae, during tlie long period of fix years, for 
thd most part passed amidst the vicissitudes of climate 
and the laborious duties of the field, m the service of their 
king and country. 

The merits and the services of the army, and of all the 
officers and troops engaged in the late arduous ^var in 
India, have been so repeatedly and emphatically ex- 
pressed, and recorded by the supreme government of the 
British possessious in Asia, and (he gratitude and applause 
of the Commander in Chief have been so frequently called 
forth to express his admiration of the gallant spirit of en- 
terprizc and exertions of the.oillcers, the steady discipline 
and undaunted valour of the troops, that tlie Commander 
jn Chief feels any endeavour of his, to add to tlieir repu- 
tation, would only tend to lessen its estimation, in pro- 
portion as the.attempt must ^1 short of the praise which 
it deserves.^ , ^ , 

It therefore only remains for his LordsIup,to expfess 
cssce more his most sincere and hearty thssks for the di>- 
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thigulslied honour uliicli be bas derived from the gallant 
exertions and splendid successes of the British anny in 
India; and to record that testimony, nbicb personal 
observation and experience, during the period of six years, 
entitles him to pronounce: that tlic approbation which 
has been bestowed on them has been most eminently 
deserved, and that they have cstahlished a yust and un- 
doubted claim to the best rewards which can be con- 
ferred on them by a grateful government. 

The Commander in Chief feels, that to ascribe any 
peculiar merit to the conduct by which the officers and 
soldiers, his countrymen, t»ave been actuated, beyond 
"what might attach to their distinguished valour and noble 
perseverance during a long and arduous war, would be 
felt only as a negative compliment. But he finds it dif- 
ficult to do justice to the merits of our Native soldiers, 
who have encountered every danger with the roost exem- 
plary valour ; who have submitted to every hardship and 
privation with the utmost fortitude and perseverance; and 
who, to promote the cause in which they were engaged, 
have on many occasions made a ready and cheerful 
saenfice of every habit and prejudice w Inch tliey had been 
taught to regard as dear and inviolable. 

If any weight can attach to his success, or any influence 
be derived from the acknowledged national benefits that 
have been justly ascribed to Uie fortitude and valour of 
the British army m India, during the period of his com- 
mand, the Commander in Chief wiU esteem it the greatest 
honour, and the highest gratification of his life, to employ 
tliat weight and influence in promoting the interests and 
exalting the character of that gallant army to which he 
now subscribes his affectionate farewell. 
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Tlie remainder of Lis days will be enlivened by llie 
recolleclion of iLose public services^ wLich obtained for 
him the approbation of his king and countrj and his 
X/>rds1iip vill never cease to cherish tie affectionate 
remembrance of the companions of Ins glory and the 
promoters of his success, during the eventful penod of 
his long command in India 

(Signed) Hekrv Worsley, 

Lt Col Adj Gen Bengal Aitot 


APPENDIX K 

The Ist of November, J808, tie anniversary of the 
battle of Lassvvarne, having been appointed for the cere- 
'jnony of presenting the honorary colours to the 1st and 
Sd Battalions of the 15th Regiment of Native infantry, 
then stationed at Barrackpoore, the regiment was drawn 
up at an early 1 our for the reception of Lord ISImto, tlie 
Governor general, who did the corps the honour to pre- 
sent the colours at the head of the grenadier companies 
previously advanced to receive them 

On presentmg the colours to Lieutenant Colonel Bur 
rell, hisLordship delivered the following animated address, 
equally appropriate to the occasion, and honourable to 
the corps — 

Colonel Burrell, 

“ It IS not unusual, on occasions like the present, to 
deliver a few thoughts adapted to the nature of tlic cere- 
mony In a common case^ therefore, I might, perhaps, 
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withoat impropriety, Imc prefaced this solemnity with 
observing, that the ensigns of a jnlUtary body arc not to 
be n^rded as mere decorations to catch the notice of 
Uie vulgar, but lliat tlicy'ha\e ever been esteemed, by 
good soldiers, the emblems and the pledges of those 
virtues and eminent endowments which form the best, 
and indeed the peculiar ornaments, of the military' eba* 
ractcr. I might Ivave said, titat whoever casts his eyes 
on his colours, is reminded of loyalty to his sovereign 
and lu3 country; fidelity to the govemment ho serves; 
obedience to command; valour in the field; constancy 
under /atigue, privation and hardship. Tlint he alone 
maintains the honour of hts colours who lives and dies 
wiUiout reproach; and tint when a soldier has pronounced 
the vow never to abandon them, but to fall in tlieir 
defence, be has promised m other words, that under all 
circumstances, and in every extremity, he will prefer 
duty to life itself. 

Such topics, Sir, as these, might have suited other 
ceremonies of a similar nature. But I am sensible that 
I should depreciate the true character of the present 
proceedmg, and I feel that I should degrade the high 
honours which I have the happiness to present to you, 
in the name of yonr country, if I thought it necessary to 
expatiate on the duties and virtues of military life, 
addressing myself as I now am, to men, who have afforded 
to their country and to the w orld, so many clear and signal 
proofs of ev cry quality that can illustrate their honourable 
profession. 

Tliese colours are delivered, therefore, to your care, 
not as pledges of future desert, — they are at once the 
reward of services already performed, and the memorial 
of glory already acquired. 
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<‘Thej display, indeed, the title andmsigbia of one great 
and splendid \ictory , in the celebration of which, we 6nd 
ourselves, at this very hour, commemorating another tn- 
uniph, in which also you were partakers It migiit, ia« 
deed, have been difficult to select a day for this ceremony, 
•which would not have recalled some one of tlie many 
distinguished actions, which have entitled you to share 
the fame of your renowned and lamented commander, 
and w hich would not have remmded us, that as Ins revered 
name is stamped indelibly on your banners, so you were, 
indeed, associated with him m all the dangers, exertions 
and successes of bis glorious campaigns * 

I beg you, Sir, to express to the 15lli regiment, the 
cordial satisfaction I experience, m beanng with my own 
hand, this public testimony of the high regard and esteem 
I entertain for this distinguished body of men , and I re* 
quest you to convey, above all, the assurances of my firm 
confidence, that colours obtained at Dehly, and presented 
on the anniversary of L'tsswame, can only acquire new 
lustre in their hands ” 

Zteutenant Colonel Bun ell, replj/ 

My Loan, 

In the name of the 15di regiment of Bengal sepoys, I 
humbly entreat your Lordship to accept our unfeigoed 
and respectful tlianks for th^higli honour your Lordship 
has had the goodness to confer on us, by presenting tliese 
honorary colours, and for (he favourable terms in winch 
you have been pleased to mention our endeavours m the 
service of our country 

* The word LaVe wai embroidered lo a wreath, under the other 
devices, oa the bonorary colours 
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“ Tlicse colours, my Lord, we rcccue with gratitude, 
and wiU prcserre with honour, or fall tn their defence 


APPENDIX L. 

General Orders 

Head Quarten, Isle of Maunlitn, August 11th, 1811. 
The Gd Bengal Volunteer Battalion, under the com- 
mand of Captam Lumley, being upon the cve of depar- 
ture for India, His Lzcellency Major General H Warde 
cannot allow them to depart without expressing the very 
high sense he entertains of the particularly meritorious 
orderly, and soldier like conduct which has been mani- 
fested by the whole of that corps, from tiic highest rank 
of officers to the pnxatc soldier, from the moment of land- 
ing upon the island, until the present period 

His Lxcellency hfajor General l\ arde avails himself 
of this opportunity of assunng the whole of the Officers, 
Native Officers, and troops, which liaie already returned 
to India, and those that remain, that he entertains gene- 
rally, similar sentiments of tficir unifonn, meritorious, and 
soldier like conduct, during the time he has had the 
honour of commanding them , and as he may probably 
wexet have il^e pleasure of serving with them again, after 
their departure from this island, he now with smeenty 
declares, that he shall ever feel a lively mterest in tlieir 
welfare and success 
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APPENDIX M. 

Extracts relating to the Native Troops of the 
Bengal Establishment, employed at the reduc- 
iion of the Island of Ja:oa, under the command 
of Lieutenant-General Sir Samuel Auclmuty, 
and under the auspices of Lord Minto, Gover- 
nor General, in the year 1811. 

G. O. By die Bengal Government. 

It Is highly satisfactory to flic Vice-President in Co’in- 
cil to observe, that the brave Sepoys who volunteered 
their services on the expedition to Java, have shared and 
emulated the glory of die European troops, and have thus 
afforded an additional and stgn^ Instance of that fidehty, 
aeal/ and gallantry, for which the Honourable Company’s 
Native troops have uniformly been distinguished. 


Trom the Calcutta Gazette of ^^tober, 1811. 

We have read Midi sincere pleasure the many concur- 
ring accounts diat have been received, in commendation 
of the Bengal Sepoys servmg'TviUi the expedition ngiinst 
Java; ami we are happy to record, that in the several 
actions with die cnem^, they distinguished diemscives by 
their steadiness and gallantry; all accounts agree in slating, 
tliat their discipline, coolness, and intrepidity, were uni- 
versally admired ; and to be honourably distinguished in 
anarmy where every man proved himself a hero, is die 
highest praise that a soldier can rtcciv e. 
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A Sepoy Vohintecr from the 1st Battalion Begu 
ment of Bengal Native Infantry, named Bahadur Kltan, 
nhovvas detached vviUi tlic flankers, distinguished him- 
self on tlie day of tlie action; lie certainly bayoneted six 
of Uic Frenclunen, and did not fire a shot : some of the 
Europeans of Ills Majesty’s CQdi and “Blli say, lie killed 
nine. He was promoted to Naick, or Corporal, the 
next day. 


’ APPENDIX N. 

In the year 1800, two ferocious, or wild elephants 
made tlicir appearance at the station of tlie Bamgurh 
Battalion at Hazaree Baugh. Those animals, which were 
of an uncommon size,* did much mischief, hut were at 
length vanquished aud put todcath, after having made se- 
veral furious charges on the two four-pounder field-pieces 
vvhichwcre hroughtout against tiiem* nineteen 4-lb. can- 
non balls, discharged from those pieces, were taken out 
of the bodies of the animals after they fell, and it was sup- 
posed eight or ten more were buried in their carcasses. 

Tlie commanding officcr^of the corps made an oflicial 
report on the subject to the Commander in Cluef, and 
after bestowing great praise on the artillery-meir who 
served the guns, for their extraordinary steadiness and 

* The dimemians of the largest were as follows —Length from 
end of truot to end of tail, 86 feet 9J inches; height, 11 feet; 
round the body, 17 feet 0 inches, from crown of head to beneath 
the jaw, 7 feet. 
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brarer}, — he rehtcd an w^tnncc of snrguhr inlre|)id»Jj' 
on the part of a Sopoy of the Ranigurh Battalion, of 
which paragraph the follo\tmg is a correct cop) — 

In addition to my testmon) of die good conduct of the 
artillery men, I think it a duty to state, dial one of tie 
wild elephants having thrown down a Subadar (Natue 
officer) of the corps, and I is liorse, and being on the 
point of destro)ang the former, a Stpo), named Buldee 
Teivaree, stepped forward to his assistance, charged the 
animal n'lth so much strength and resolution as to break 
his bayonet in his trunk, and turn his attention from the 
Subadar, whose bfe was thus providentially presen ed 
Iv B This man was promoted for ius manly and ge« 
serous conduct 



GLN'OIAI. OUDFRS 
15) il L Commaii(kr m Cliicf 

Fort Witliani, 23d Novemltr, 

The Comniaudcr m CJuef having rccci^Lil (lit onitrs 
of tlicRight Honounblt tbi Gotcnior Gtneral in Coun- 
cil, to express td the officers, iion-connnusjoiicd ofiiten, 
and prualc soldiers of llie setcnl lluropcaii and ISative 
coqjs sming under tins l*residenc\, his cordial apjjrohii 
tion on the occasion of tliiir soliinlarv and patnotit con- 
tributions tou-anis the support of His Majesty’s gostrii 
ment , can in no y\a) so uell fulfd the gratifjmg dut) 
assigned to liim, as b) publishing the scntmiiiits of Ins 
Lordship m Coilncil, m General Orders, to iht end, tint 
tlie dutinguishcd testimony nhich is home to the zea! and 
public spirit of tlic European ofiicers and soldiers, and to 
the £deht) and attachment of the Natnc troops to tlic 
service of the Company and the Dntish Go\emment, niaj 
be as public as it is mented and honourable 

He desires that particular pains maj be taken to ex- 
plain to the Isative corps, the sentiments of approbation 
entertained by the Right Honourable the Goicmor- 
General, at tlie foryyardness mamfested bj them tojom 
their ofBcers in so laudable a cause 

Tlic Right Honourable the Govemor-General m 
Council requests that the Conimauder in Chief will be 
pleased to express to lire ofiicers, non commissioned offi- 
cers, and privates of thesey cial European and N atn e corps 
his cordial approbaUon of tlic zeal and public spirit which 
they hare manifested in soloatardy contributing a portion 
of their respective mconies, towards iht support of |us 
Majesty’s govemnient and that it will afford to Ins 
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J<ordshi]t (he greatest satisfaction, to cororaunicatc to the 
Ilonoitrahlc tin. Court of Jiircclors, so honourable a les- 
timonj-*of the lojalty ami liberal disposition of the Euro- 
ptin ofliccrs and soldiers, and of the fidelity and attach- 
ment of the Nativ c troops to tlie service of tlie Companv, 
ntid to the Uritish Govcmmiiit 

Note,— T l has been deemed proper to add tliii testimony, as the 
record of a fact which, howeser comporatively small the cute cod- 
tnbuicd by ibc NnuTc soldiery, may be justly said to estabbsb 
a claim to considerutiOR, nbicli should not be iroLoowa to ibe 
Gntish nation 


P S—Mare^i, 1817 —Thc Writer, with the highest 
satisfiction and avidity, seizes the opporfum^ afforded 
him befoie this little vrorL u finally committed to die 
press, to offer die tribute of lus bumble, though ardent 
and grateful respect, for (he enlightened wisdom and 
libenil policy of the adoiuiistration that now adorns the 
Government of Bengal , winch, under the auspices of the 
beneficent soldier and statesmau, the Marqim of Has- 
tings, has, in die course of the last year, enacted a regu- 
lation establishing a few easy, practicable rules for expe- 
diting the issue of all civil suits lu vrbicb Jvative Ofiicers 
and Sepoys may be concerned, m the several Courts of 
Justice throughout the Provinces under the Presidency 
of Fort WtlUam , whereby a material cause of dissatrs, 
faction m the muids of (he Native soldiery, as alluded »o 
in the precedmg pages, has been modified orreLiovcd, 
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jiul llieir altachmcnt to the scnlcc proportionately en- 
hanced and sc'curcd: \\hicl), comhincil \>ith many oUier 
acU of minor, hut \ery salutaiy attention, in regard to the 
satisfjcuoii and welfare of the troops composing the ami} 
of Bengal, doubtless cause Uic titles of IIastinos 
and Moiha to be resounded s\Uh imocations of adniim- 
tion and prosperilj, from the months of the Ganges, to 
the innermost parts of India. 



